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PRISONER SUBS & SPONSORSHIP 


We offer free subscriptions of Profane Existence magazine to those held hostage by the 
state. We feel this free subscription service is important because most prisoners are not in 
a position to afford such luxuries as information from the outside. Because Profane 
Existence has been recognized as a resource for prisoner's struggles, we are receiving ever- 
increasing amounts of subscription requests. Because of the dire financial situation of the 
Profane Existence Collective, it is now more important than ever that support for free 
subscriptions to prisoners continues. Even an extra dollar when you subscribe or renewyour 
subscription would greatly help. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PRISONERS: If this is the first issue of PE that you have 
received because you wrote and requested a copy, you are not automatically added to our 
permanent subscription list. If you have received this as a sample copy, please write and 
request to be added to the list if you want to continue receiving this magazine. Please inform 
us as soon as possible about any transfers or release dates because the Man won't provide 
us with forwarding information. By keeping allot ourinformationcurrentwewillbebetterable 
to get this magazine to as many people as possible! 


PROFANE EXISTENCE RECORDS 

Read what the experts have to say about Profane Existence Records! 

"I've never been a fan of this band and this record does tittte to 
change that" - MRR #168 

"Nice attempt, but bad recording" — MRR #168 

"The boring genericies of this style of punk... from some fucking 
textbook" - MRR #169 

For a catalog of Profane Existence Records releases , and tile hundreds of other 
D.I.Y. punk titles we distribute, please send $1 or two 32ct stamps. 

Profane Existence Records are also avialable worldwide from . 

Active Distribution * BM Active * London WC1N 3XX * U K. 

Confronto c/o Joao Fraga * Apartado 460 * 4400 Gaia * Portugal 
Fragments of Hope c/o Jukka Karifttata * PL 21 E 90530 Oulo * Finland 
Profane Earth * 703A Morrinsvilte Road * RD4 Newstead * Hamilton * New Zealand 
Black Cross Distribution * P.O. Box 2485 * Tweed Heads * Australia 
Maximum Voice Productions * Postfacii 26 * 04256 Leipzig * Germany 
Existence Distribution * P.O. Box 159 * 1150 Vienna * Austria 
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CONTRIBUTE! 


Hey , this is the reader involvement p art of Profane Existence. This is 
where any punk on the street can have his/her ego satisfied by seeing 
their work appear in print. We ' re not exactly be ezine for contribu- 
tion ^ but your contributions can help make this a better magazine. 
Here are a few ways which you can help: 

SCENE REPORTS: By popular demand, we are re-instating the scene 
reports section of Profane Existence. We encourage people to write 
reports about what’s going on in their area. Please be as detailed as 
possible and provide addresses for bands, zines and other cool DIY punk 
happenings (venues, stores, mailorders, labels, etc.) Don’tforgetto send 
photos!!! 

NEWS: We are always looking for first-hand accounts and articles 
written about the events that affect us. News of actions, events, demos 
or anything that may be of interest to our readership are welcome. Don’t 
be fooled — anyone can write a news article! Why not be a regular 
reporter for your country or area? 

PROTEST TO RESISTANCE: Send us information about the group which 
you are involved with: We are looking for information about squats, gig 
collectives, free spaces, action groups, etc. which relate to the subjects 
covered in PE. We are also interested in over-all coverage of the events 
in your area, either for this section, or for the news section. 

ARTICLES: We will print well-written articles of a social or political 
nature. All articles are welcome, but we will only print ones which we 
feel are most pertinent to the readers of PE. 
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INFORMATION 


• No iiajdr label ads. 

• jpp more 1/2 or 1/4 page ads 

> acceptedt- 

• Only one ad per label, zine, 
band, etc. 

• Please make ad to the stam 
dard dimensions. Oddiizes 
make our layout jot more 
difficult! 

• Payment in full must accom- 
pariy ad jpj 

f Wrong size ads will be re- 
turned 
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page 

1/12 



page 

1/3 



page 

1/3 page 



•1/3 Page (5"x 5" or 2 1/2" x 10" down) is $60.00 
rj?6 Page (2 1/2" x 5" down) is $30.00 
• 1/12 Page (2 1/2" x 2 1/2") is $15.00 
P/eiif call ahead to ensure space availability. 
612-827-2533 (Monday-Friday 10-5 C.S.T.) 

DEADLINES F&R ADS 

ISSUE #33: AUGUST 15 



Sticking with our tradition on keeping our readers informed on 
the latest Do It Yourself tips, we now present a practical dem- 
onstration of how to ruin the repuation of an internationally 
known punk rocker. 

Step 1: Take a sleeping punk, for example Alain, label mogul 
(Nabate) and famed guitarist (Unhinged), taking a nap with a 
beer in his hand at the K-Baat DIY Festival *95 in Eindhovn. 
Step 2: Proceed to gather as many empty beer bottles as you 
can and place them in the near vicinity of his steeping quar- 
ters. 

Step 3: Imagine his incredulous embarrasment when he opens 
up these pages to find such shocking revelations! 

—Y@boo 
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IF GOD REALLY EXISTED, 


On June 23rd, Pope John Paul, god’s earthly 
tax-collector, was scheduled for a visit in 
Berlin, Germany, Seeing as many of us 
would have liked nothing more than a word 
or two with the holy ghost, it was decided 
that we should flake our theological reflec- 
tions known to the world around us. A demo 
was already planned by local lefeiwingers but 
we were deternfined not to suffeNfeii' hor- 
rific musical onslaught during the march! So 
flyers were male and word got out that %e 
time was right fdr a “Punk Rock Block" at t He 
demo. After some problems, a loudspeaker 
car was sorted out and local record collec- 
tions scouted for blasphemous sprig mate- 
rial. We ended lip with 3 hours of anti-reli- 
gious punk rock tuneage! Who says record 
collecting can’t be a revolutionary act? (Ac- 
tually, I do? But that’s another story...) 

At the day of the demo, about 2000 
people converged at the meeting point, with 
quite a few punks among them. A part of the 
demo route had been banned by city authori- 
ties as it was to lead to the sight of the Pope’s 
official welcoming ceremony. That brings us 
to another subject: cops! There was thou- 
sands of them!!! Berlin’s overzeaious chiefs 
of police, already embarrased this year by 
the May 
1st riots 
and the 
high-pro- 
file interuption of a military spectacle, brought 
out everything they had to uphold the silly 
notion that Berlin is a pacified city. Besides 
the legions of riot control troops^ there were 
secret service men, bodyguards, snipers, 
paramilitary troops and various other gov- 
ernment lackeys swarming about the city. So 
it was no surprise that the demo was followed 
by an overwhelming force of cops and noth- 
ing overly spectacular happened. 

As was anticipated, the lefties had a big 
rave truck and played revoltingly bad music. 
Good thing that we had our own vehicle and 
strutted down the streets listening to “Reli- 


gious Wars” and “Reality Asylum”. 
There were also a few self made 
punk rock banners, including the 
mandatory “No Gods No Masters" 
and a big one that featured the 
Godless Lp cover artwork. For a bit 
of punk rock provocation, a banner 
read: “Christen an die Kreuze, Folgt 
eurem Fuhrer“ (Christians onto the 
Crosses, Follow your Fuhrer!) 
which got a few shocked glances 
from passe rsby. 

At the end of the march, the 
demo dispersed relatively quickly 
because of the vast presence of the 
pigs. Word was sent round to meet 
an hour later at a prominent point 
along the pope’s route to raise 
some hell there. With little groups 
of protesters mixing m among the 
sheepish crowd, verbal abuse and 
whistles were directed at the pass- 
ing pope and even eggs and 
paintbags thrown at his ridiculous- 
looking vehicle. Despite heavy cop 
presence, a few eggs and a bit of 
paint actually found their target al- 
though hastily called security per- : 



Flyer translation: " hey Punk , Do You Hate the Pope T 
and in small print on the bottom it sayS: '"Blasphemous 
clothing welcomed ." 


IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO ABOLISH HIM 


sonnel quickly wiped the signs of discontent 
off the car. An ingenious assassination at- 
tempt failed when a woman in the crowd took 
off her clothes and ran in front of the pope’s 
path. She was quickly grabbed by about a 
dozen secret service thugs and dragged 
away. Unfortunately, the pope didn’t have a 
heartattack and survived the shock of see- 
ing a naked woman! 

On a side note, it should be mentioned 
that hundreds of small and I arger groups of 
sheep-like Christians were running 
around Berlin on their way to praise 
the Holy Father. One such group 


was mugged by a few punks from feast Ber- 
lin who stole their bibles and told them to go 
to hell! All in all, it was lots of fun for every- 
one involved, not forgetting the nearly 200 
punks at the demo who escaped listen i rig to 
bad dance music during the march. Having 
Shown that punks can do more than sit 
around and drink themselves into oblivion, 
the idea for similiar future actions seems a 
good one ! —Y@ hoo 


— Mikhail Bakunin 


MORE NOTES 
ON THE NEWS 
SECTION... 


Due to a satellite failure, we lost linkage with our Berlin field office 
shortly before publication of PE's #29 A 30. Unbeknownst to us, 
several transmissions were tost during this period and we were not 
made aware of this problem until we received the dreaded message 
"Hey, where are my articles!!— Y@hoo" Two news items in this is- 
sue, the one on this page as welt as the Chaos Days report, were 
intended for publication several months' ago. Although a bit dated 
now, we felt they were well written and important enough to publish 
even at this belated date. -Dan 
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Spirit of Magon 

Direct Solidarity Committee 

Post Office Box 1831/ New York/ NY* 10021-0048 «Tei4 (212) 252-4996 


Dear Friends, 

We are writing to ask your support for the 
Martyrs of Chicago Direct Solidarity En- 
campment in Chiapas, Mexico. The Mar- 
tyrs of Chicago Encampment is an anarchist 
project in El Copin, a Tojolabel village in the 
heart of Zapatista territory. The Mexican in- 
ternational volunteers who staff the encamp- 
ment have established and teach in the First 
of May School, and have also opened 
a Women’s Center, a Health Clinic, 
and a Community Center. More infor- 
mation on the Encampment is in the 
brochure enclosed with this letter [re- 
produced overleaf]. 

This is a people-to-people project 
that is an alternative to the officially 
neutral civilian peace camps. Volun- 
teers help to defend against military 
harassment by being a presence in the 
community while working directly with 
the community and in open support an 
explicity anarchist project in the midst 
of a revolutionary situation. This 
project needs your support. We are 
asking for three things from you: 

1 . Money and Supplies. The suc- 
cess of the Martyrs fo Chicago En- 
campment will determening whether or 
not this project can be expanded to 
other villages. We need money to buy 
school and medical supplies and other 
materials. Remember that a small do- 
nation goes a long way in Chiapas. $25 
worth of medicine or school books 
means a lot more to people who have 
access to neither. We know that some 
of you also have access to materials 
needed by Encampment. If you can 
donate any supplies we need, please 
let us know. All of the money you do- 
nate goes directly to the work of the Encamp- 
ment. 

2. Active Support. We want to establish 
Direct Solidartiy Committees in as many 
places as possible to publicize and raise 
money and other aid for the Encampment. 
If you are interested in setting up a Direct 
Solidarity Committee please contact us. 


We’ll help you get started. 

3. Participation. We are looking for vol- 
unteers who want to work in the Encamp- 
ment. In particular we are looking for people 
with relevant skills for the work we are do- 
ing. Volunteers must speak Spanish and 
be willing to live at least six months in the 
Encampment. 

We founded the Spirit of Magon Direct 


Solidarity Committee to publicize the work 
of the Encampment, to raise money for the 
Encampment and to send volunteers to work 
in the Encampment. We also want to net- 
work with other individuals and organizations 
in North America who are engaged in 
Zapatista solidarity work. US military aid is 
being used to wage a counter-insurgency 


campaign against the Zapatistas. We need 
to build a strong solidarity movement in 
North America now to counter these efforts 
and to defend the Zapatista revolution be- 
fore Mexican or US military activity esca- 
lates. Accordingly we are initiating a Direct 
Action Response Network (DARN) that will 
call for direct actions against appropriate 
targets in response to harrassment or at- 
tacks on the El Copin, any other 
Zapatista community, or any of the so- 
cial movements in Mexico that have 
come forward since the Zapatista up- 
rising. In the words of Ricardo Flores 
Magon: 

“Such a cause claims your adhe- 
sion; claims it by absolute right. For 
the moment Mexico is to the front as 
an active warrior in the worldwide 
battle for the overhthrow of human sla- 
very. She should not be allowed to 
stand alone. ..We do not appeal to you 
to help US. Our appeal is that you 
leave no stone unturned to help 
YOURSELVES by utilizing the mag- 
nificent opportunity of forwarding the 
common cause which the Mexican 
Revolution affords. Our success 
means yor success. Our failure 
means long years of additinal agony 
and struggle for you. For the moment 
the tide is setting in your favor. If you 
sit idle it will turn agianst you. Do not 
shirk, either individually or collectively. 
Grasp the situation; make up your 
minds and a score of ways in which 
you can be useful will suggest them- 
selves.” 

Please write a check in the Spirit 
of Magon Direct Solidarity Commit- 
tee today and let us know if you can 
help in any other way. 

Thank you for your support, 

Dema, Sara, Jessica, Chris, and Gene for 
The Spirit of Magon Direct Solidarity Com- 
mittee 

P.S. If you dontate at least $50, we’ll send 
you a "Martyrs of Chicago Direct Solidarity 
Encampment” t-shirt. 
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world. In April 1 996 a group of 
with the support pj t^e. KLN 


Who w«r« th« Martyrs of Chicago? 


Ill May if 1886 was the date called for a na- 
tionwide General Strike for the 8-hour work 
d#, I^Chloagio, inhere ^ ^rtdrchists lead the 
strike, police fired Into a crowd of strikers at 
the McCormick Reaper Works, killing and 
wounding several men. The police tried to 
19111 protest meeting the next evening 
near Hay market Square and a bomb wae 
thrown into their ranks inflicting several irtju* 
ries. The police opened fire on the crowd, kill- 
ing and wounding civilians, as well aa their I 
own men, 

. iShe bomb thrower^^ihever appre- 
hended hut eight Chicago anarchists were 
charged and convicted of murder. On Novem- 
ber 11 , 1887 , four of them, Albert Parsons, Au- 
gust Spies, George Engel, and Adolph Fischer 
were hsped, pififth, Luis Ling, committed sui- 
cide in Ik oeil the day before the execution. 
Those Uve men are the Martyrs of Chicago. 
The remaining three were pardorild in 1 893 by 
the governor -pf Illinois on the grounds that 
mill was no evldflce of their involvement in 
me^ntbihg,':'' 


Spirit of Macon 

Direct Solidarity 
Committee 


O n January 1 , 1 994 the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army (EZLN) 
launched an uprising in Chiapas, 
the southernmost state in Mexico. With 
the active participation and support of 
the indigenous Mayan peasantry the 
EZLN established a liberated territory 
throughout Chiapas’ Lacandon jungle. 
While the Mexican Army has intruded 
on some of the territory, the Zapatistas 
have moved forward with the revolution- 
ary transformation of the areas still un- 
der their control. 

The indigenous communities in the Zapatista 
territory are desperately poor. By and large they 
lack access to clean drinking water, to basic health 
care, the electricity, and to the education they need 
to obtain these things for themselves. The 
Zapatistas need many kinds of solidarity. They 


need people 
around the world 
to take up the 
fight against neo- 
liberalism. they 
need people to 
spread informa- 
tion about their 
struggle and to 
come to their de- 
fense when they 
are under attack 
from the Mexican 
Army. The also 
need direct mate- 
rial aid to assist 
them in meeting 
their most basic 
needs. 


Womtn from the vitlag# and •ncamomtnt performing a play on lift Women's Revolutionary Law of the EZLN 


DIRECT SOLIDARITY ENCAMPMENTS 

Because of the many anti-authoritarian ele- 
ments in the Zapatista’s program, the Zapatista 
uprising attracted the support of anarchists and 

ound the 
i working 
3d in the 


Inauguration celebration of the Women's Center 


village of El Copin, the first of what is hoped to be 
many Direct Solidarity Encampments. The Direct 
Solidarity Encampments represent a new stage 
in solidarity with the Zapatistas. Ever since the 
Mexican Army launched an offensive against the 
Zapatistas in February 1995, the EZLN has en- 
couraged the creation of Civilian Peace Camps 
near Zapatista communities to monitor the activi- 
ties of the Mexican Army. The camps are officially 
neutral. In contrast, the Direct Solidarity Encamp- 
ments are in explicit support of the Zapatista revo- 
lution. The Direct Solidarity Encampments con- 
sist of a small groups of people (around seven 
each) who will be living in the Zapatista communi- 
ties and assisting them in establishing schools, 
health clinics, electrical and water projects, and 
whatever other needs the communities have. The 
Direct Solidarity Encampments are to include 
Mexicans and people from other countries. As 
each encampment becomes established on a firm 
footing we hope to assist in opening up new ones. 
The pace with the Direct Solidarity Encampments 
can be set up depends on both the situation in 
Chiapas and the amount of material aid the inter- 
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national movement can deliver. 

THE MARTYRS OF CHICAGO ENCAMPMENT 

The first encampment was established in the 
small and remote Tojolabal village of El Copin 
which has supported the Zapatistas for over 1 3 
years. The village is made up of 35 families, each 
with an average of 6 or 7 children. The village is a 
half hour from the nearest road and suffers from 
many of the problems that characterize the whole 
Lacandon jungle: no functioning school (until re- 
cently), very limited health care, no electricity and 
poor access to drinkable water. Villagers must 
travel an hour to the next closest village to buy 
basic articles such as sugar, oil, salt and soap. 
The village grows most of its own food. The only 
source of income is the annual coffee harvest and 
the occasional sale of livestock — in both instances 
the village receives a paltry payment for what it 
produces. The village lands are owned commu- 
nally and divided for work among the households 
by the comision ejidal. Some livestock and land 
are maintained communally for the benefit of the 
whole village. 

The Martires de Chicago (Martyrs of Chi- : 
cago) Direct Solidarity Encampment was formally 1 ! 
inaugurated on May 1, 1996. Six people, includ- 
ing members of La Federacion Anarquista 
Revolucionario Amor y Rabia (Love and Rage 
Revolutionary Anarchist Federation) and unaffili- 
ated anarchists re-opened the village school which 
had been closed for several years. The encamp-:; 
ment takes its name from the Haymarket martyrs— 
8 Chicago anarchists sentenced to die for their ; 
participation in a general strike for the 8-hour work- 
day in 1886. The international working class holi- 
day, Mayday, is a commemoration of that strike. 
Accordingly the school was renamed Escuel 
Primero de May (First of May School). The names 
of the encampment and the school are symbolic 
of the internationalist mission of this project. 

THE FIRST OF MAY SCHOOL 

The school is open daily with classes for small 
children in the morning, for youth in the afternoon, 
and for adults in the early evening. Classes in 
basic literacy and practical information are supple- 
mented with political education. The First of May 
school is committed to developing anti-authoritar- 


ian educational methods that draw on the rich in- 
ternational tradition of libertarian education but are 
also appropriate to the particular needs of the vil- 
lage. 

THE WOMEN'S CENTER 
The schools is only a part of a larger project 
that involves establishing a library, a meeting 
place, and a Women’s Center. The intention is to 
create public social spaces that are so central to 
the Zapatista’s vision of democracy. The women’s 
Center includes a room for sewing and producing 
crafts, another for gynecological exams, and a third 
for meetings. It also includes a shower. Prior to 
the construction of the shower women bathed in 
a nearby stream wearing clothes. 

OTHER WORK 

In addition to the education project the En- 
campment workers have installed 200 meters of 
water pipe connecting the local spring to the cen- 
ter of town. Prior to installation of the pipe the 
village women had to carry water from the spring 
to the village. Another 400 meters of pipe is 
needed to reach the households furthest from the 
center of the village. The construction of a health 
clinic is planned to deal with the many medical 
problems that plague the community. The most 
common medical problems include skin diseases, 
dental problems, intestinal disorders, and bites 
(from spiders, insects and snakes). The commu- 
nity desperately needs electricity. Because of the 
difficulties involved with transporting fuel and the 
consistently high amount of sunshine the Encamp- 
ment workers want to install solar panels to ser- 
vice the school, library, the Women’s Center and 
the health clinic. 

All of the projects require outside support if 
they are to succeed. Certain supplies are difficult 
to obtain in Mexico. Others are available but the 
encampment needs money to buy them. 

THE SPIRIT OF MAGON 
The Encampment workers have called for the 
Direct Solidarity Committees around the world to 
provide material aid to the Martyrs of Chicago En- 


campment and future Direct Solidarity Encamp- 
ments. Direct Solidarity Committees have already 
been established in Germany and Greece. The 
Spirit of Magon Direct Solidarity Committee is the 
organization in the United States that is respon- 
sible for coordinating aid to the Encampments. We 
take our name from Ricardo Flores Magon, a Mexi- 
can anarchist who played an important role in set- 
ting off the Mexican Revolution of 1910. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

The Encampments need your support. They 
need money and they need supplies. They are 
also looking for people with medical and other 
technical skills who can spend six months in the 
communities (participants in the Encampments 
must be fluent in Spanish.) If you can help in any 
of the areas, please contact us. 

MATERIALS NEEDED BY THE ENCAMPMENT 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Writing tablets, pencils, and school books (in Span- 
ish) 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES 

Vitamin C, laminarias, lUD’s with applicators, 
canulas, speculums, sterile jars, sterile gloves, 
thermometers, sewing machine thread, medicines, 
and books (in Spanish) on women’s health care. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Laptop computer with fax/modem, cellular tele- 
phone, television, VCR, and walkie-talkies. 

GENERAL 

Boots, solar panels, books (in Spanish) on tropi- 
cal horticulture 

Please contact us if you have access to any 
of these materials. Also as we obtain supplies 
and as we receive requests from the encampment 
this list will change. Checks may be made out to 
the Spirit of Magon Direct Solidarity Committee. 
Tax -exempt contributions made be made to the 
Aspect Foundation. Send all Donations to: 

Spirit of Magon Direct Solidarity Committee 
P.O. Box 1831 / New York, NY 10021-0048 
Tel: (21 2) 252-4996 


Who was R&aiii Floras Magon? 


Ricardo Flores Magon was did most 
important and influential anarchist in the 
Mexican revolutionary movement. He was 
a leading figure in the Partido Liberal 
Mexicano (PLM) which he helped found in 
1905 and which was organized the two un- 
successful uprisings against Mexican 
tator Porfirio Diaz (in 1906 and 1908) that 
paved the way for die Mexican Revolution 
that broke out in 1910. Magon and die, 
PLM’s ideas profoundly fiflienced the 
peasant rebels organized by Emil tano 
Zbpata—the precursors of the modern 
Ziapatfstas. 

Magon edited two newspapers 
Rogeneracten and B Hljo tfalAhutzota. Hi 
many years RegeneTac/dnwas published 
from exile in the United States. Magon was 
imprisoned for his revolutionary activities 
by US authorities in 1905, 1907, and 1912. 
In 1918 he was sentenced to 20 years in 
prison for espionage. He died in 
Leavenworth on November 22, 1922. 
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Don’t be surprised to find lots of pictures of 
arrested punks on these pages because 
these are the images that best sum up what 
Chaos Days 96 were like for many of its par- 
ticipants! Weeks before the actual event, the 
police let it be known in no uncertain terrns 
that they would not let themselves be made 
fools of, like last year. In a rather frightening 
twist of events, the state of Lower Saxony 
(with capitol Hannover} passed an extremely 
repressive security law that was specifically 
designed to Stamp out the Chaos Days, as 
well as possibly being used against any fu- 
ture political disturbances. Some of the pro- 
visions of this taw allow the police to detain 
“pdssible participants in criminal activity" up 
to 4 days without making any charges! In 
addition, the rights of the police to put a ban 
6n certain areas for people on the basis of 
their looks (incidentally a breach of constitu- 
tional rights!) were expanded 

Already a week earlier, the largest po- 
lice operation in Hannover since World War 
II was put into action with over 6000 cops on 
duty, including specially trained riot control 



Punk Celebrity Photo Op! 


Todd ( eX'Christ on Parade) now lives in 
Bremmen and plays in A38 and Korrupt 



battalions, armored carriers, water cannons 
and paramilitary troops. Riot Squads from all 
over Germany Were palled in tp assist local 
police fo roes. In feet, Ha n ndy|lj|pked like it 
was under martial law. Throughout the city, 
the pigs set up check points in search of “sus- 
picious people" (meaning everyone who 
doesn’t look like the desired Social norm). 
The extent of police activity reached an ab- 
surd point that was even echoed in the main- 
stream press. Every person that even re- 
motely looked like a punk was stopped, 
as^ed|oTrt§ ; ....art'd told to get oul%f town or 
face aft|str;^ ; jg| the pupkp that lived in 
Hannover, they naq to face Some of the most 
absurd police harrassmenf. The aria where 
most of the rioting during last year-s events 
took place was banned for all punks. But 
many local punks live in this; area and were 
therefore effectively made to/get out of town 
or stay inside one whole week. 

In the days leading up to the weekend 
and beyond, dozens pf ribt Pops took their 
positions on all provincial train stations in a 
radius of 100 krri around HSnnover/ There, 



lavs 


they proceeded to stop and put back on a 
train anybody punk. In 
addition, cops were riding the trains them- 
selves in search of punks to kick out Road 
blocks were set up around the city to pre- 
vent punks from getting into toWn by car. 
Many people Were arrested in ridiculous cir- 
cumstances like a group of punks who went 
Itlto a bakery td buy some bread. 

Anticipating such a brutally heavy- 
handed handling of the situation, rumours 
were spread of moving the Chaos Days to 
the nearby city of Bremen in the event that 
the pigs succeded in effectively closing 
Hannover off; Friday nobn it was already 
. apparent thatfitwas completely impossible 
to hold the Chaos Pays in handover this year 
so many p uhk$ : Went on to jBremen. In the 
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course of the day, a few hundred punks trick- 
led into the city although local pigs had also 
started to stop and harass people at the main 
train station and in the neighborhood where 
most local punks hang out. Being the para- 
noidi fupkers they are, the cops planned to 
fly in additional riot control troops from 
Hannover in military transport helicopters in 
case the Chaos Days really were moved to 
Bremen! . , 

/• In the evening hours, several hund|adi ; ^ 
punks Mb converged near an intersection 
that M Ihe traditional starting point for riots in 
B remap nlri the course of events, a large 
number of punks occupied the street to have 
a drinking party and after cars hap been dam- 
aged, the cops cfearecl the intersection, be- 


somewhat shocking that the state would feel 
threatened enough by a few hundred punks 
to put a whole region under undeclared mar- 
tial law. For most of the time they had the 
attending punks 

running around like pinballs from one ban to 
the other, although the move tp p^men at 
least put them under considerably more 
pressure than could have been expected. 
Nobody in their right mind could have hon- 
estly thought that a few hundred or rnaybe 
even thousand punks could seriously chal- 
lenge a huge, heavily armed armada of riot 
control pigs. It’s still unclear what this; year’s 
outcome will mean for the next year. The 
larger political implicatipns qf the Chaos Days 
are also of great interest; ji$ the first half of 



irt| met by flying bottles and cobblestones. 
By thaji|iejthe pigs were out In force so it, 
was relatively easy for them to rSItSre con 


the year, a nuclear waste Ir^tsport to 
nearby storage site that was met by mass 
counter actions and therefore had to be pro- 


trol although sporadic attacks on them were Ji teqlqd by an incredible 10 000 cops 
made from time to time. (incibentially the largest police operation ever 

Instead of the full-blown riot itiif the % in Germany!) had cost the statp the abso- 
press was eager to report, the events more Itlb redord sum of 55 Million DM. Add to this 
or less fizzled out. The next day, mp re and the impressive bill for the Chao^ Days that 
more reinforcements vyere sept to Bremen totalled 1 0 Million DM and the stale of Lower 

from Hannover as the! situation there re- - Saxony is virtually broke in terms of large 
mained quiet. In the evening, groups; of /scale police operations. A second nuclear 
punks met near the infamous intersection but ' waste transport was Scheduled for the fall or 


nothing really happened because of heavy, 
police presence. 

In summing up, the Chaos Days 96 
proved that the authorities are willing to go 
to ridiculous heights to maintain public order 
and mutilate basic freedoms on the way. It’s 


winter but might have to be postponed until 
f Ihe next year to raise money ior the ex- 
penses. Bankrupting the forces Of law and 
order could prove to be a highly enjoyable 
way to deal with the plague of government 
implemented idiocy in the future. —Y@hoo 



Anti-fascists on 
trial in Poland 


Show some solidarity! 

For some time in the small provincial 
town in Poland, numerous groups of fascists 
had been terrorizing local young people. Vio- 
lent attacks by these boneheads on those 
who were “different” became an everyday 
occurence. At one point things got so bad 
that some of the young people couldn’t walk 
around the town without being beaten up. 
Police and town autorities turned a blind eye 
to the situation until March of 96, when out 
of desperation, some of the young people 
gathered together to do something about the 
attacks and a fight broke out with the fas- 
cists. The police arrived and arrested 17 of 
the young anti-fascists who only found later 
that one of the fascists had been injured in 
the fight and died. 13 of 17 arrested are still 
in prison and currently on trial for the death 
of the fascist, the other 4 have their case in 
a separate juvenile court. The families of 
these young comrades are having great dif- 
ficulty raising the money to pay for an ad- 
equate legal defense, for some of them it will 
be impossible without help. 

We ask you to send messages/ cards 
of support to these 13 young comrades still 
in prison: 

* Krzysztof Biedolak 

* Stanisiaw Szczesniewski 

* Grzegorz Pasak 

* Zbigniew Sikorski 

* Adam Wloka 

Areszt Sledczy/ Lodz/ Ul. Smutna 21/ Po- 
land 

* Mariusz Orzinski 

* Marcin Baranski 
*Zbigniew Gorzelak 

Zaklad Karny / Sieradz/ Poland 

* Mariusz Zych 

* Tomasz Wilkoszewski 

* Rafal Sacha 

* Grzegorz Niedbala 

* Andrzej Szczesniewski 

Areszt sledczy/ piotrkow trybunalski/ Poland 

Send letters of protest to : 

Saom Wojewodzki/ Ul. Stowackiego 5/ 97- 
300/ Piotrkow Trybunalski/ Poland 

We don’t know yet how expensive the legal 
costs are going to be, if possible send money 
to the defence fund at: 

Michael Swiderski 

PO Box 8/ 21-400 lukow/ Poland 

For more detailed information contact: 
MRE/Box 74/ 04-520 Warsaw 106 Poland 
or : ACK / ABC c/o GIS/ PO Box 1457/ 45- 
716 Opole 71 Poland 








Anti-McDonald's Actions in Brazil 




McDoliars jfMcGreedy fMcCancer fMcMurder 


On December 14th, 1996, 2,000 people, 
among them anti roads activists, anarchists, 
and the trade unionists, marched through 
central London in a demonstration of their 
support for the 500 sacked Liverpool dock- 
ers, valiant in their struggle for reinstatement. 

Such a struggle began on September 
28th, 1995, when in solidarity with 80 fellow 
dock workers- working for a private contrac- 
tor and who then found themselves dis- 
missed as a result of dispute over overtime, 
the dockers refused to cross a picket line. 
As a censequence they too were sacked, 
their employer- Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Company, claiming justification, the refusal 
to cross the picket line as they saw it, illegal. 
Their jobs now filled by casual labour, and 
with no support from their trade union, these 
500 men continue, resolute in their fight. 

With solidarity among dockers growing 
internationally, a 24 hour international 
dockstrike has been called, taking place on 
January 20th. 

Should you wish more information about 
the dockers and their struggle, then do write 
to- Merseyside Port Shop Stewards/19 
Scorton Street/Liverpool/LS 4AS/England. 
Also if you can make one, donations are ur- 
gently needed. — David Massie 


Santos-Sao Paulo. October 12 
About 20 activists made a demonstra- 
tion against McDonalds in Santos. 
They distributed about 1200 flyers. 3 
of them entered McDonalds and 
handed some leaflets to the workers 
and customers. Immediately there 
was a reaction; the workers called the 
gerency. Meanwhile one activist was 
wearing a death costume, with 
McDeath written on the chest, was 
wakeing in front of the store. They 
also opened a banner (about 3 meters 
long) with “For a healthy meal, and 
against capitalist exploitation, boycott 
McDonalds”. They also passed leaf- 
lets to some workers from a 
McDonalds store in a shopping cen- 
ter. There was no violent reaction and 
no one was arrested. 

Sao Vicente-Sao Paulo. October 16 
About 5 activists pasted some post- 
ers against a nearby McDonalds in 
Sao Vicente. After this action they 
came into the McDonalds on the 
Carrefours hipermarket and did some 
faster distribution. There was also no 
form of violent reaction. 
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CONTINUED FROM PE 31 

My Wallpaper Could Kick Your Ass #3 
$? / HS / 24 pages 

The ideas of this zine center on Animal Libera- 
tion. It expresses opinions and reveals facts. It’s 
nice to see anyone who still feels the importance 
of this particular issue. Nice One! (duke) 

48 Waycross / Houston, TX / 77035 

No School #1 
$2 ppd / S / 20 pages 

A new anarchopunk zine from New Zealand which 
contains interviews with Counterblast and 
Propagandhi, as well as information on veganism, 
and various rants on punk and political issues. An 
excellent first issue! (Dan) 

No School / P.O. Box 6387 / Te Aro / Wellington / 
New Zealand 

Not My Society #1 

$1 or two stamps / HS /24 pages 

Another cut-and-paste D.I.Y. punk zine, this issue 
containing interviews with Drop Dead, Violent 
Society, and Devoid of Fatih, as well as some 
anarcho-punk “mad libs” we’ll have to try at the 
next party, and reviews. The coverage seems a 
little heavy on the music-related side of things, but 
I’ll give ‘em a break since it’s their first issue! (Dan) 
Jason Obnoxious / 26 Adeline PI. / Valley Stream, 
NY 11581 

Panik Press #4 

$2 ppd. / A4 / 28 pages / German 

Another fanzine from Innsbruck, I think they are 
all doing fanzines there, with an Out of Order and 
a Goldenen Zitronen Interview, a collage about 
the Olympic Winter-Games, which might be in 
Innsbruck in 2002. There's also an really strange 
comic, about some aliens and of course record 
and zine reviews. May they could get a Computer 
for the layout, its sometimes quite hard to read. 
(Joe) 

Panik Press / Chris Egger / Unterbergerstr. 2t / 
6020 Innsbruck / Austria 

Papiertiger #4 
$3ppd/S/48 pages/German 

The newest issue, after a long delay, of this Ger- 
man anarcho punk zine. Angry and militant articles 
and rants about local Bremen events and other 
political occurrences, including Chaos Days 96 in 
Bremen and Anti-Nuclear Waste Transport riots. 
Interviews with Muff Potter and Notdurft and record 
and zine reviews. Sometimes gets a bit overzeal- 
ous in wanting to destroy could come in handy 
once in a while! (Y@hoo) 

Papiertiger / c/o Sielwallhaus / Sielwall 38 / D- 
28203 Bremen / Germany 

Pinhead Zine # 8 
S/ 132 pages / Spanish 

Whoa!!! This is a huge glossy covered zine from 
Argentina just packed full of shit. Of the 30 or so 
interviews the ones with Fun People (Arg.) , 
Notoken (Equador), and Ratos De Porao (Brasil) 
interested me the most. Like all Argentine zines, 
the music covered is NYHC style and melodic/Fat 
Wrechords pop punk type shit. Also included is 
more reviews than P.E., antipolice article, an 


Anarco-punk report from Brasil and a few other 
odds and ends thrown in. The content doesn’t 
get me going too much, but the dedicated to D.I.Y. 
spirit keeps me interested. Oh yeah, they also 
put out records. (Kerry R.) 

Pinhead zine and records / CP. 2000 Rosario/ Sta. 
Fe / Argentina 

The Plot Thickens #1 
£1.50/ HS / 40 pages 

This is a small press comic featuring Simon Gane 
(from Arnie zine!), Gavin Burrows, Adrian 
Stapelton, and Pete Doree. Pretty interesting over- 
all. (duke) 

Armchair Comics / 34 Lincoln St / Brighton / BN2 
2UH/UK 

Point of Interest #14 
$1 /HS/28 pages 

Another good issue of this anarchopunk zine with 
a personal, first person perspective. Inside is an 
interview with Submission Hold as well as reports 
on the ‘Resist and Exist’ and ‘Olympia Coopera- 
tive Circus’ events, homebrew cider article, re- 
views, and more. (Dan) 

Point of Interest / 1 004 N. 32nd St. / Renton, WA 
98056 

Red Attack #1 

$2ppd/A6/16 pages/German 

One of the tiniest zines I’ve ever seen, I wonder 
whether it wouldn’t have made more sense to just 
print this on two normal sized pages. Basically a 
propaganda kinda thing for the local Antifascist 
Action Group with mostly news items relating to 
various antifascist activities. Not really too excit- 
ing, this could use an infusion of new ideas and 
formats to present their case. (Y@hoo) 

AntiFa Passau / Gr. Messergasse 8 / D-94032 
Passau / Germany 

The Shadow #41 
$2 ppd. / T / 24 pages 

A remarkable anarchist-oriented newspaper put 
out regularly on New York City’s Lower East Side. 
Most of the coverage is of area events, including 
the Fifth Street Squat article we republished in PE 
#31, mostly being of current activist issues like 
housing, squats, gentrification, police repression, 
etc. As always, the Shadow also gives some room 
for international coverage including a report on the 
drug war in Mexico and an On Gogol Boulevard 
section. This issue wraps up with good-bye’s to 
activists Allen Ginsburg and Judy Bari, as well as 
some reviews. The level of coverage is always 
extremely in-depth, as evident from the article we 
reprinted, and they always dig deep into the con- 
troversy and muck! (Dan) 

Shadow Press / P.O. Box 20298 / New York, NY 
10009 

Sick of Stupidity # 3 
$3ppd/HS/40 pages/German 

Yet another jam-packed issue of this premier Ger- 
man crust zine. Guaranteed to ruin your eyes as 
you try to read the small print in interviews with 
Nabate, Insane Youth and State of Fear! Highly 
enjoyable travel reports, reviews, reports on po- 
litical actions and the fabulous Food, but how to 
cook it? column make this one of the best Ger- 
man zines! (Y@hoo) 


Arne Oster / Franklinstr. 39/ D-40479 Dusseldorf/ 
Germany 

Sick of Stupidity #4 
$3ppd/S/42 pages/German 

Already the new #4, shows you how late this is- 
sue of PE is turning out to be. The move to the 
larger size has not done any good in the readabil- 
ity-department as you’re still left trying to decipher 
the tiny writing. Has good insightful interviews with 
Witchknot, Counterblast, World Chaos and a 
lengthy piece on the Edinburgh Punx Picnic ‘96! 
Simply the best anarcho crust zine in Germany. 
(Y@hoo) 

Arne Oster / Franklinstr. 39/ D-40479 Dusseldorf/ 
Germany* 

Slingshot #58 
$2"ppd/T / 16 pages 

A long-running, action-orientated anarchist news- 
paper from Berkeley, California. Always full of use- 
ful information and political insight, Slingshot takes 
a ‘no-holds-barred’ approach towards fucking up 
the system. Inside this issue is coverage of squat- 
ting and homeless struggles in San Francisco, Big 
Mountain Resisters, micro (pirate) radio, and vol- 
umes more. Always essential! (Dan) 

Slingshot 31 24 Shattuck Ave. / Berkeley, CA 94705 

Social Nemisis #1.5 
$1 / S / 22 pages 

The first thing that caught my eye about this zine 
was the page on animal rights. But interviews 
make up most of the content. There’s interviews 
with: Project A (these guys seem really detached 
when you realize that they don’t seem to see past 
the mainstream shit to the real, inspiring under- 
ground that is alive, well and thriving today!), De- 
testation (fuck!, these folks are everywhere!), Pat 
Neuter (pretty intelligent and interesting) and Anti 
Product (they seem pretty into being active within 
their community as well as being in a band), (duke) 
Allen / 341 0 Wilkens Ave / Baltimore, MD / 21 229 

SOCIAL UNREST #5 
$2? / S / 28 pages 

An good-sized anarcho-punk zine from California 
dedicated to “nonviolent direct action.” Inside is 
information on Mumia Abu-Jamal, the Animal Lib- 
eration Front, the Zapatistas, class-struggle anar- 
chism, feminism, and small, informative bits and 
pieces. There are also opinion rants and a num- 
ber of graphics including my Oil War “Vulchers” 
piece, misspelling and all. (Dan) 

Social Unrest/ Mail Box 138/4001 Stockdale Hwy. 

/ Bakersfield, CA 93309 

SubversSo #5 
32 pages / Portuguese 

Well, after reading this zine, and really enjoying it, 

I noticed they sent along a text translation in En- 
glish. Well, this means you should get yourself 
one of these and ask for a translated text. They 
really get things off to a good start with the Forga 
Macabra( Finland) interview and continue on with 
interviews by Metropolixo (Brazil), who are awe- 
some, Ag&o Positiva (Brasil noisecore), Rotten 
System (Brazil), and Simbiose (Portugal). Can’t 
forget all the anarchist/punk rants opinions along 
with a good review section,' etc. The layout is good 
too. (Kerry R.) 
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Subversao / CX. Postal 54 / Ribeirao Preto -SP / 
cep: 14001-970 / Brasil. 

Toinen Vaihtoeto #87 

$2? or trade / HS / 44 pages / Finnish (some 
English) 

This is the definitive monthly punk zine from Fin- 
land (they do about 1400 copies per issue) and 
has always impressed my with the quality of con- 
tent, even if I am reduced to looking at the pic- 
tures! Inside this issue is an interview with De- 
testation, a Sanctus luda Scandinavian tour di- 
ary, information on the Friends of the Earth Inter- 
national, and loads upon loads of reviews. (Dan) 
Toinen Vaihtoeto / PL 1 / 65200 Vaasa / Finland 

Toys Move # 7 
$3ppd/HS/64 pages/German 

This sees the return to a humbler, punker size, 
after the humongous last issue of this long run- 
ning German zine. The content reflects the editor’s 
more “mature** (what a yucky word!) musical tastes, 
as can be seen in the reports on Rocket from the 
Crypt and I Spy. Interviews with Ute/X-Mist and 
many personal rants and comments highlight the 
direction. A good “ego-zine“ in the best sense of 
the word. (Y@hoo) 

Markus Jeroma / Sophienweg 15 / 88046 
Friedrichshafen / Germany 

Turning The Tide Vol. 9 #2 
$3.95 / S / 54 pages 

A consistently published magazine of high qual- 
ity, dedicated to covering the issue of racism. This 
issue features articles on the arson of Black 
churches, Dominican Liberation, Militias: Armies 
of the night and coverage of political prisoners, 
(duke) 

P.A.R.T. / PO Box 1 055 / Culver City, CA / 90232 

UNDERGROUND #6 
$3 ppd / S / 32 pages 

The magazine of the North American Animal Lib- 
eration Front Supporters Group packed for of ALF 
action information and animal liberation news from 
around the world. There is also an article on 
MOVE, prisoner information, and a healthy anti- 
authoritatian attitude throughout. (Dan) 
NA-ALFSG / Box 69597 / 5845 Yonge St. / 
Willowdale, Ont. M2M 4K3 / Canada 

War Crime #5 
$2 / S / 40 pages 

An unusually well-written and energetically ex- 
ecuted, D.I.Y. punk zine. There are interviews with 
Detestation and Adrienne Droogas, as well as ar- 
ticles on Mumia Abu-Jamal, the Black Autonomy 
Collective, the Anarchist Black Cross in Poland, a 
reprint of the EZLN Declaration of War, a guide to 
making your own tofu, music and zine reviews, 
protest action reports, and more. The layouts are 
obviously computer generated, but with a total lack 
of graphical content, making it quite boring to look 
at. Still a good reading nonetheless. (Dan) 
Mike-War Crime / P.O. Box 2741 / Tucson, AZ 
85702 

Wasted Paper #7 
$3ppd/S/68 pages/German 

Still the mother of the new wave of anarcho-nihil- 
ist zines in Germany, although there doesn’t seem 



to be as much angry steam as before. The main 
reason for this, as far as I can tell, is that while 
before the contents were divided quite equally 
between the two editors, the boring storyteller of 
the two has been responsible for far too many 
pieces in this one. Still more than enough fantas- 
tically warped, hateful collage and newspaper clip- 
pings, but the writing could use some improve- 
ment. (Y@hoo) 

Wiesmann/ PF 51 03 / D-4841 9 Rheine / Germany 

Watts Up? #2 
$1 / HS / 20 pages 

This is a zine dedicated to pirate radio stations. 
There’s a lot of info on things that you know and 
be aware of when starting a pirate radio station. 
Informative and necessary, (duke) 

PO Box 271 / Lompoc, CA / 93438 

Where Were You in ‘77 #1 
$3 ppd? / S / 24 pages 

A near entirely handwritten zine from Melbourne, 
Australia. Inside there is an interview with Head- 
ache as well as articles on uranium mining in Aus- 
tralia, mind control experiments on children (ex- 
tracts from a larger article) as well as passages 
from the Unibomber Manifesto. There is also some 
pretty sharp criticisms of the local scene, some 
rants, and reviews. (Dan) 

P.O. Box 199 / Brunswick East, Vic. 3057 / Aus- 
tralia 

You’re So Hideous #5 
$2? / HS / 32 pages 

From the former editor of Raising Hell, comes this 
effort, now produced from Australia! This com- 
pact zine comes completely crammed full of read- 
ing, including interviews with Human Error, Mu- 
tiny, H-Block, Coach, Spiral Objective Records, 
and Joe Kidd, punk reporter. There is also a large 
article on squats in Melbourne and a New Zealand 
travel report. If you’ve never seen a copy of this 
zine, or Raising Hell, you a certainly missing out 
on one of the most hilarious, yet meaningful zines. 
(Dan) 

You’re So Hideous, c/o P.O. Box 1368 / 
Collingwood, Vic. 3066 /Australia (or) c/o Box Zero 
/ 121 Railton Road / London, SE 24 / England 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 



Durruti 1886-1936 
hard cover / 196 pages 

1996 was both the 100th anniversary of 
Beunaventura Durruti's birth and 60th anniversary 


of his death. A lifelong rebel, member of the C.N.T. 
fighter in the Spanish Civil War, and passionate 
advocate of anarchism and working class revolu- 
tion. This book is a document in pictures and 
words of the life and events that surrounded one 
of anarchism's most celebrated advocates — a man 
who lived and died guided by his revolutionary 
beliefs and dedication to the struggle for freedom. 
While this book is in no way a means of idoliza- 
tion of the man, it is an essential document of an- 
archist history nonetheless. 

The book itself is quite impressive, with great 
attention to detail, and the hardcover binding as- 
sures that this will remain a lasting and definitive 
volume. The bulk of the content is comprised of 
over 200 photographs, many never before printed, 
many taken from private archives of Abel Paz, and 
some never before published. The book itself is 
oTganized by chapters chronologically with pho- 
tographs of events and people as they touched 
Durruti's life. These include his early life as a radi- 
cal labor organizer, C.N.T. partisan, and of course 
a great deal on the Spanish Civil War. 

The accompanying text is written in five lan- 
guages (English, French, Italian, Spanish, and 
German) which follows the internationalist spirit 
of anarchism and a world without borders. Much 
source material for the writings comes directly from 
the memories and writings from those where were 
there, as well as from the anarchist press of the 
day. Remarkable insight is given towards the con- 
ditions and events leading up to the Spanish Civil 
War, as well as the methods of organization em- 
ployed towards making an anarchist society pos- 
sible, and ultimately the military defense of the lib- 
erated territories, and the ultimate betrayal at the 
hands of the Bolshevists. 

Active Distribution & Beastie / BM Active 
/ London WC1 N 3 XX / England 

Organic Gardening: A DIY Guide 
$2? / pamphlet / 36 pages 

The titles is pretty self-explanatory, as the authors 
Chris and Laura pretty much run through all of the 
necessary steps involved with creating you very 
own organic garden. The writing is all done in a 
very friendly, first person manner, with helpful in- 
formation passed along as if you were actually lis- 
tening to a person speak, instead of just reading 
a boring “how to” guide. There are sections on 
selecting a garden location, preparation, types of 
plants to grow, pest control and other eventuali- 
ties you may face. There is also a good article on 
how creating an organic garden can help you take 
back some control of your life. Also included are 
some yummy-looking recipes, to help prepare the 
fruits of your labor, and a reprint of Cirterion’s “Gar- 
dening for Punx” article out of Profane Existence. 
The copy we received for review is a preprinting 
sample, but I believe this should be available soon, 
if not already. (Dan) 

E.G. Smith Press / P.O. Box 82026 / Columbus, 
OH 43202 

Transient Ways by Jessica Hahn 

$5.99 / 4” x 5.5” / 98 pages 

This is an insightful and in depth diary of one 

women’s life experiences and travels around the 

US bymeans of hopping trains. It’s interesting and 

personal. Worth checking out. (duke) 

Passing Through Publications / PO Box 604 / 
Na’alehu, H 1/96772 , 







You’ve been together now for a year and 
a half, and gone through a few line up 
changes in this time. Now that you’ve 
added Naomi and Garth is the band more 
stable ? 

S - Yeah its more stable with the addition of Scott 
on drums and Garth and Naomi. I think this will be 
the last line up change we’ll have in the band. 

N - Yeah, I hope so. 

Sc - Depends if you think vegans are stable. 

G - Yes of course it is. 

D - Even longer I think, but yeah it is now. Our 
last drummer and bass player were keener to 
do other bands and weren’t putting much ef- 
fort into us, Scott and Garth are keen as (to 
play) and adding Naomi on vocals really topped 
it off. 

For some reason or other Brisbane al 
ways seems to miss out on the over 
seas touring bands, why do you thin „ 
this is ? What have you got to say to 
people that write off Brisbane as a none 
active punk community, and what ha 
Brisbane got to offer punk wise? 

S - 1 don’t know, maybe they think they wont get 
good money (whatever that is ) but I reckon an 
overseas band would pull a lot of people, and all 
the support bands would give their money as well. 
A Japanese band BENTROOT came out and mostly 
played Brissie and had a ball, they didn’t even ac- 
cept money for their gigs. That’s punk rock, they’re 
nice people too. 

N - Maybe because they don’t hear much of 
Brisbane so they don’t think anything happens here. 

I think Brisbane has an active punk community, it 
could be more active, but for the amount of punks 
that live here it’s pretty good. Some people see 
Sydney as heaps more active than Brisbane but 
Sydney is a much bigger city, with loads more 
people to contribute to their punk community. 

Sc - Don’t know, don’t give a fuck. 

G - I think because to most 
people overseas Sydney is the 



think that a lot of 

organisers, clubs, etc are only interested in more 
popular acts to make money. As far as people 
slagging Brisbane off I couldn’t give a rats arse, I 
originally came from a place called Townsville so 
Brisbane to me a thriving me- 
tropolis. ’’ 

D • Cer- _ tainly 

i t 



seems some peopTe in southern cities seem to put 
down Brisbane, even telling some touring bands 
not to bother playing here cause the scene’s so 


w e don’t want em. (While I’m on 
the subject what about all the bands that just tour 
Japan and don’t even come here? For a bit more 
airfare they could play cities here as well.). Citizen 
Fish recently toured OZ but not here, after talking 
to some of us in Sydney (yeah, we had to drive 
1000 klm. to see em) they said next time they 
tour they’ll play up here, what had they been told 
about Brisbane?? 

It is hard because of the distance between cities, 
but it’s much for the same for all capital cites here, 
and there’s places to play in between...! don’t want 
to go on about it too much. The scene here is 
small, but active. Some cool bands and most folk 
lknow each other so gigs are usually fun and rarely 
any trouble. I’ve seen shows overseas at places 
like Gillman or 1 in 1 2 Club with less people show- 
ing up for local bands... because we’ve got less 
we’re not ‘spoilt’. And, yeah, if people stayed and 
put in effort instead of moving....they can’t fuck- 
ing whinge. 

There is also small but active groups like McLibel, 
Angry People, Coalition Against Police Violence and 
others run by a handful of dedicated folk. 

You've appeared on a few comps recently, 
what’s the response been like from them ? 

S - Alright, we’ve had a few responses from people 
like a guy in France wants us on another comp 
and a guy in Tasmania is putting out a 7” for us. 
Sc - 1 don’t know anything about these compila- 
tions.. 

G - People seem to like them and ask us for more. 
D - A couple trax on a Cd comp and tape comps, but with 
the previous members, good response considering. Also 
a couple of covers on a local cd comp that just came 
out.fif people really want to hear what Brisbane has got 
to offer then get this, just write to me and I’ll get cop- 
ies, it’s 1 0 Oz dollars + post).Good feedback from folk in 
Oz and o/s from live/practice I've sent them which has 
been real encouraging. 


Brisbane’s always had a small but solid 
punk community, 
after all it must 
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have the longest run- ning punk rock 
show on radio. What’s 
the with 4ZZZ, I hear 
they are really sup- 
portive of local punk 
bands, even arrang- 
ing gigs etc. ? 

S - 1 don’t know much 
about them arranging 
jgigs or anything, but 
the punk rock show 
has been going for 
years, but they don’t 
play anything to 
good. The announc- 
ers are either into 
that garage rock 
1 sound or still listen 
to mid eighties 
punk and nothing 
new. 

Sc - I’m normally 
too pissed to 
give a fuck, I just 
get told when 
we’re playing. 

G - 4ZZZ has been good 
although the punk 
show 
doesn’t 
play too 
much 
stuff I’m 
-into, at 
least when I 
listen to it 
anyway. Lots 
of that garage 
stuff. 

D - As far as I’m 
concerned 4ZZZ 
is the best alter- 
native radio sta- 
tion in Oz, it first 
got me into way 
back around 78/79 
( I’m showing my age 
here). It’s had its ups 
and downs but has 
managed to hang in 
there. The punk rock 
show is what people 
make of it. Yeah they a lot 
of crap ( like some of those 
mrr radio shows), but it’s a 
‘community’ radio station.Jf 
you don't like something call 
them up and tell them, maybe 
go in with some of your records 
to play. Like with Q2, if you’re 
not doing anything then you 
shouldn’t whinge. Then again some of people like 
that ‘crap’, I’ve gone in sometimes with records 


and had folk call up asking not to play any more 
crust ?? 

4ZZZ have been 



ting on shows for 
years at various venues 
for all types of bands.; 
They do some real 
large scale stuff like 
their by-annuafM#l 
ket Days with QVjef- 
2d bands, stalls, etc 
for $5 (fffefon 
subscribers to 
the station) that 
attract up to 
1 0 , > 
people J feel 
like an add for 
4ZZkhope- 


everything that could fuck up did fuck up. 

Sc - Yes and I’m sick and tired of setting my drum 
kit up for the cunt of a thing. 

G - Yeah, that’s what we are doing now but 
if we don’t get it right this time 
they can stick it in their arse. 

D - After over 6 months of shit 
the Dat is finally gone, the 
record should be out by end of 
February (famous last words?). 
A friend down in Tasmania is do- 
ing it for us. As you can tell from 
the answers I think we are all glad 
it’s finally happening. I hope to do 
a cd pf us by mid year. Maybe a 
couple of songs on comps if they 
eventuate.. 


A lot of your songs deal with 
political subjects, ie. Austra- 
lia Day. What’re your views on 
the way the indigenous peoples 
bf have been treated ? 

been treated like shit, just 
lie everywhere else really. 
l»Sklehjng to say the least. 

So- Don’t give a fuck, not my problem. 
The vegan writes about all that type of 


6 - As far as I can see the Aboriginals 
have been more Jr%ss treated the same as Na- 
tive Americans. I think Pauline Hanson's the best 
#Jfp comment #that (not) ! 

B * What can I say..so many times I’ve been 
ashamed to be a wbite'Australiah with what ‘we’ 
lls&idopeil tlil original people of the country. 
Even in the sixties still stealing their children to 
put in “foster’ homes, basically just as child slave 
labour. A people that have lived here for over 
4QO0G year!, and look what we’ve done in just 
over 2QQ« and people call us civilised ?? 
tb sljf ijii Aboriginals didn’t have an effect on 
, : thi ecology, but it’s incomparable |o the devasta- 


be aft ar- 
ticle in 
this: line, 
on what 
they’re 
about? 


Come Across 1 
couple of different unieleased re- 
cordings, have the band got any releases in 
the pipeline ? 

S - We should have a 7” out when you read this. 
N - Yes, recording for that 7” Was a nightmare, 


ll^rights is an ongoing issue at theimoment with 
so mubN misinformation and scare mongering by 
fi oo many people* Itfhite peoptP seem to seriously 
/think the Aboriginals are going to come and ’claim’ 
their backed orsome shit. I’m really noticing it in 
my job at the moment where tf§ local Aboriginals 
to become involved in doing tours in a National 
Park containing many significant sites to them, re- 
' \ a lot of the general public are incred- 


v ignorance 1^...^, 
betieufeeverything the media feeds them. I’ve been 
kicky enough to travel a fair bitbffOzind to walk 
into a pub with separate bars forw^it^s and blacks 
ik incredible, if ' f 

l! fS M yf i 

I read sfmewhere that Brisbane used to have 
a bit of a problem with nazi*kkins, do you 
ever geH trouble at your gigs ? . 
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S - We haven’t had any trouble yet, but Naomi and I n D I Y 

rsrrr'rr^ e,dbe 

annually .he? „I£„d 

saying and walk away dumbfounded for king Wt you), y S t lu them wh r 1'Z “ f ™ ‘ 

Scitever noticed...^ people &JLmL ^ ”* * 90 "** 

G -No, they are quiet enough and I Usually just laugh i If $ T? TT 

sole of ^ ‘ sl °9’ t0 stay dijr, to me it’s . 

tolerated each other. ! ' k ' L ; •- 

Brisbane has had some problems with dki^ but#|S ab outb«,ng m a punk ; 


of was at a 4171 market day a couple years back 
when a bunch of them were seig bailing and shit to 

T§deal with tlwf | Al 

note them? bash them?..l don’t think any work really, 

make you feel better. Depends on the situation.. I’ve ' 
tried talking to them and got a broken jaw for my 
trouble. 


a part of it. I don't know what motivates me. : ■ j 

N'-AjUhe money we make as rockstars. The music ' ' 

rfng can make it, so canl, ^1 
i not sure if we’re hardcore enough. Everybody l 

d thf* filth Am/thinn u/ith I 


VICTIMS OF TRUST 

Trust your family doctor cause they're 
well respected people 
But never trust a stranger cause they’ll 
tie you up and beat you. 

cunning eyes 

Gentle hands j|lither down my thighs 

Phd gains immediate trust in this blind 
society 

But what reai§ happens in these prac- 
tices, open y#r eyes and see. 

Soothing worSs, cunning eyes 
Gentle hands Slither down my thighs 

mL I 

what uiu call sexual healing 
|Jmy poitl of view it’s called rape 
Jou ever Stop to consider my feel- 

you abfised my body and trust 

V^t\ou c#ie in and lief down, slip 
W ttiiS |urc|fcal gpwn / x 

m j» sedativexyou wont 

ie \i thS wii's/'€f y 

^oi^M^wiordsi'cur^irig eyes */ ^ 

down pnp thighs^ 



the National Parks, and is known for his fa- - 
mous parties In the middle of the wilder- f 


blssJL 




S s Yeah Dave had some good parties up there but he 

li\/P thPrP am/rrtAro c a (**« a£*u*.*^ 


parties. It’s really beautiful and I think the feral hip- 
pies luved it up there, more for the scenery than for 
a party, each to their own. 

N - And his beautiful homebrew. 

Sc - True. 

G - Yeah, they drink heaps and talk to bunyips. 

D - There were some good parties, with visitors from 
many far off places., and sadly, for the time being, 
they have come to an end. Our first ‘gig’ with Naomi 
singing was at a party up there,' I think most of the 
valley would have heard that one but I got no com- 
plaints from the good god fearing folk.. 

The majority of Australian bands tend to 
either stay real small or become indie punk 
successes like the Hardons, Cosmic Psychos.. 
Do you think you’d sign to say shock to 
take the pressure off yourselves, or would 
you prefer to slog it out and stay d.i.y. ? 

S - Stay diy, but I wouldn’t mind if a small wanted to 
put out our stuff„like Sound Pollution or Nabate or 
even PE I don’t know if Shock are some sort of major 
label scum or not, I've been on cd comps that have 
been distributed by them so I hope they're not. 


rack of live bands l enjoy, it was the only reasonable 
thing to (to Is to get into a band. 

D- The release of frustration and anger, people darjc- 

ing to you at shows, meeting people, getting mail, 
finally getting a record out...Listening to 4111 when I 
was sixteen... Not a lot motivates me these days, a 
handful of dose friends is about all.... 

Lastly, what’s the main objective of Dregs 
Of Humanity, if the band only achieved one 
thing what would you like it to be ? 

S - Enjoyment, awareness, and to be remembered 
years after we split up. 

N - FUN. 

Sc - To own a pub and drink it out of business. 

G - 1 really have no dreams or aspirations as far as 
music goes, just playing more and more live shows. 

D - We don’t really have any objectives as a band, tho 
we’d all like to play in other cities more often after 
our last (first) ‘tour’ to Sydney. I’d luv us to play 
overseas but I can’t see that happening. Personally 
the thing I want to achieve at the moment is to get a 
life, nothing too long term... 


European 

Jails built onffjtative lands, blood split 
upon, the sandf 

w mrnm*l ion, land dispossession 
Native oppression, stop this regression 

Total genocide in Tasmania, this is the 
real Australia 

Indigenous people became slaves, give 
em jesus thank Christ they’re saved 
Children taken from their homes, turned 
into our foreign clones 
This oppression continues today, 'are 
you sure' I hear you say. 

Native oppression, land dispossession 
Native oppression, stop this regression 

200 years is far too long-this Tine’ coun- 
try is built on blood. 

Now we have black deaths in custody 
do you 

remember Daniel Yock ? 

The oppression continues can’t you 
see, we’ve all gotta unite to be free 
Media stirs up racial hatred look at Mabo 
lies were spread 

We’re all oppressed can’t you see, we’ve 
gotta fight to be free. 

Native oppression, land dispossession 
Native oppression, stop this regression 
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^Tr om McCarthy is a writer, teacher, and librar 
ian who lives with his family in Cork City, Ire- 
J land. Though P.E is not a forum for poetry, 
Tom's words provoke a thoughtful look at Ireland 
and Irish politics, a long-standing source of inter- 
est (or sometimes twisted fascination concerning 
the IRA) and involvement for many U.S. citizens 
and people around the globe. His poetry describes 
him better than I can, but I'll tell you that he is an 
inspiring teacher who speaks honestly about his 
opinions and where's he's coming from. He is also 
one of the best storytellers I have ever known. 
Tom has five collections of poetry, including The 
Non-Aligned Storyteller (Anvil Press), Seven Win- 
ters in Paris , and The Lost Province ; and has two 
novels out. We sat down one blustery morning 
this past March while he was visiting to discuss 
politics. Interviewed by kerry t. 



PE: Could you talk about how the (IRA) cease-fire 
came about and why, in your opinion, didn’t it work? 

W ell, the cease-fire didn’t work because the 
conditions for it to be successful didn’t exist po- 
litically The most obvious reason, really, was that the 
English Administration couldn’t go along with the cease- 
fire because they were being supported in the British 
Parliment by the Ulster Unionists, people whom the IRA 
had waged a war against. The number of seats held 
by the Unionists in the British Parliment were being used 
as a kind of block of power to get the best advantage. 
This has often been used in Irish history by groups of 
MP’s who want to affect British policy. I think in fact, 
the British Government were caught in a bind, if they 
really supported the IRA cease-fire and believed in it 
and said they believed that this was a genuine cease- 
fire, then they could’ve lost the votes of the Unionists 
and the Government could’ve fallen. Of course all the 
Government is obsessed with is remaining in power. In 
a sense, the cease-fire didn’t work because the con- 
servative Government in Britian needed to stay in power. 
And that’s what happened. 

I genuinely feel that the IRA had come to the deci- 
sion that the violent war was finished, it was ended, it 
had run, if you like, the course of its political useful- 
ness. The IRA Army Council, who are the people who 


made the decision, the secretive organization; they have 
only met twice in the last twenty years so it’s likely they 
won’t meet for another ten years or whatever. It really 
was a window of opportunity which was lost, it was a 
real tragedy for the people, the ordinary citizens of Ul- 
ster. But I don’t know what can be done about it. I think 
myself, what we have to do is probably train, quite de- 
liberately, a whole generation of peacemakers. We 
have to train people in reconciliation politics, a new kind 
of politics. Almost every other kind of politics has been 
tried in Ireland and it doesn’t seem to solve the prob- 
lem. 

PE: I am just curious about your perspective on 
why the violence of the UDA had been played down 
in the media, while the IRA’s violence has been 
played up; is it not only because of the Unionist’s 
interests in Britain? 

Yeah, I think that the UVF, the Ulster Volunteer 
U Force, and the UDA are organizations on the Prot- 
estant side of the fence. And in fact, most of the vio- 
lence that was going on during the cease fire was Prot- 
estant violence. And at the moment, we are facing into 
a terrible season of sectarian attacks on Catholics. In 
a sense, | do blame the IRA for this because a terrorist 
campaign was fought in order to create terror on the 
opposite side and therefore expose the contradictions 
in the society. Terrorism really is never a military ob- 
ject, it is entirely a politcal act. This is why the first 
mistake that people make when they fight terrorism is 
they think that they are fighting a war, which can be 
fought by soldiers. Soldiers are completely ill-equipped 
to fight an anti-terrorist war, it’s only politicians who can 
fight an anti-terrorist war by engaging in a dialogue with 
those who are terrorists and finding out what is caus- 
ing the problem. 

In the last two decades, almost the entire time of my 
adult life, there has been essentially a vocabularly of 
counter-terrorism in all discussions to do with Ireland. 
The vocabulary has been selected out of the tradition 
of Irish nationalism in order to exclude the tradition and 
the values of Irish Nationalism from the dialogue. There 
was a fundamental response which was very anti-Irish, 
anti-Republican, in 1 971 -72 as a result of the first wave 
of IRA bombings. And a whole generation of historians 
and literary critics have been trained to be anti-IRA. 
It’s been again I suppose, a fairly unconscious response 
on the part of some teachers, some historians, but none- 
theless it is the response. We are now learning and 
have taught a counter-terrorist poetry and a counter- 
terrorist history in Irish colleges and universities and in 
Britain as well, which is only natural, I suppose, hu- 
manly so. But it doesn’t allow us to actually hear what 
the terrorist is saying, it in fact excludes and increases 
the intensity of the struggle for those who are terrorists 
because not only do they feel excluded from power, 
but now they are excluded from the dialogue of ideas. 
And this is a great problem. 

What happened in the IRA campaign that was differ- 
ent in the last few years was that many Irish Ameri- 
cans, and very powerful and influencial Irish Americans, 
began to have a dialogue with Sinn Fein, which is the 
political wing of the IRA. They began to listen to what 
Sinn Fein was saying, the conditions that they had to 
grow up in as Catholics under Stormand. And I think 
that it was that listening, of the Irish American commu- 
nity to Sinn Fein, that allowed the IRA to come to a 
decision to have a cease-fire. There was nothing in 
either Ireland or Britain that would have allowed the 
IRA to call a cease-fire, it was the dialogue that hap- 
pened between Irish America and Ireland. And in a 


way, that in itself contained the seed of the failure of 
the cease-fire, because the British and the Unionists 
hate the political power of Irish America- they see it as 
always pro-Republican, pro-Irish Republican that is, 
anti-English. They think of Irish Americans as a racist 
community: anti-British and hopelessly ignorant. The 
Irish American is always demonized in the British press, 
just as the Irish Republican is- two heads of the same 
monster. But this is all part of the counterterrorist lan- 
guage and it’s always been there, since the days of the 
IRB, the Irish Republican Brotherhood, in the 1880’s 
and 1890’s. 

There also is a very important matter in that, since 
the fall of the Soviet Union, I think that a lot of intelli- 
gence activity of the British in particular, has been di- 
rected against Irish Nationalism. Communism is now 
contained, so the last major problem for the Bristish 
foreign office to deal with is Irish Nationalism. And I 
think that a lot of extremely bright and highly educated 
English people, with their PhDs in history and all that, 
are now trying to articulate a demonizing agenda against 
Irish Nationalism. So you probably will even see more 
ferocious commentaries and better organized attacks 
because the British now have more personnel to fight 
this and to take part in counterterrorist propaganda. It 
will make for an interesting kind of dialogue 

PE: If you can call this a dialogue. 

W ell, it is a dialogue, really, between two quite 
irreconcilable views of history. I think that it’s 
important to remember always that terrorism is a di- 
saster; urban terrorism especially is a disastrous 



Polling Day, 1989 


Another hot bay at the enb of the campaign; 
not a crowb to fill my punishment-cell library 
or the bistant tennis-dub polling station. 

I lunch in the shabe of an ugly sycamore tree 

anb watch the brying straws of a late ]une. 

A Green Party van chugs by, emphysemic, 
rattling in the potholes of our Republic. 

A Sine Gael woman walks from her blue GADW 

to show clothes any mortal woulb vote for. 
5he is tanneb with the confibence of her class, 
gifteb, walking with purpose. A reb Cabor poster 
vies with the black- rimmeb borbers 

of Sinn Sein. A government car 
speebs by, raising bust in the blistereb street; 
its tinteb occupant is blissfully unaware 
of sycamore, bying library or summer heat. 

I finish my sanbwich anb folb the cellophane 
of my lunch - hour into a tight ball. The harb 
mahogany of the bookshelves beckons. Do rain; 
sycamores brop their unwanteb polling-carbs. 
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weapon to use in political dialogue. It usually just leaves 
a wave of victims, of innocent victims in fact, because 
it’s usually the innocent who get killed rather than any- 
one who’s involved in anything powerful. But, I can 
see how the breakdown of dialogue occurs and why 
the terrorism occurs. I can understand it, but not for- 
give it. I still think that the only hope for us in the south 
of Ireland is to be absolutely, resolutely, in favor of a 
kind of pluralist reconciliation. And also to be insistent 
that every person involved in the Irish situation enters 
into a dialogue, not just one side talking to other as- 
pects of the same side. You see, in the Irish war of 
indepedence Ireland became free, that part of Ireland 
which could be freed completely was free. The prob- 
lem with Uslter is that it is an inbetween land, which 
had in fact a large number of people who really feel 
British in a very intense way; it’s not that they feel Brit- 
ish because they love the Queen, it’s just that they feel 
British because they hate the Irish. And that’s a very 
important distinction. So what you want them to do is 
eventually enter into dialogue with those they hate and 
it must be extremely difficult to dialogue with people 
you absolutely hate. And they hate Irisfihess, tbey .hate 
the Irish and Irish: history and ^h^Crrtibans. And a lo| 
of the evidence fdrwhat the Idsh dp to themselves is in : . 
their favor bec&dse the lrish| toh^,#iey became inde- 
pendent, turned Ireland into an inbticlibly conservative 
right-wing, Catholic state^^ffi^s^nafestatei afmc% s . 

Iranian in itf jtarshness. Up iipti|ffi&mid-70’s contra- 
ceptives were banned in I reland, teveri in recent years 
a woman was arrested because soijiet?o|y said she 
was going tojEngland to haye an abortion. So it’s im- 
portant to remember that those who hate Ireland h^ve 
some very good points that we should take on board 
when we negotiate with ttt$rm But there is rSaliy no* 
alternative ijphe end to negotiation, that's witb 0erman monev . 

the beginning that what we really ped is a Minnesotan;;:,, 
attitude to arOjish problem. Because thejpsh and Brit- 
ish attitudes, so far, seem to be lacking in tlilt final abil- 
ity to move. \ 


sure it is an important thing. There is a sociology of 
Irishness, of Irish political opinion, which occurs in 
American society that is more American than Irish. 
Because the pressures people have to conform to are 
American pressures, not Irish ones. But that pressure 
to be political, to be an Irish-American political person, 
causes a kind of dialogue to occur about politick. What’s 
the nature of politics or history? It forces a political 
intelligence upon Irish people, whibd they Wouldn’t have 
if they were just sittip at bomd in a :gub in Ireland, f 
find this interesting because it definitely isia change of / 
character and it’s alfhost a change of the educatiohal 
basis of their lives. 


PE: One more thing that I have heard ypd mention 



/ 


electron posters in the fynter rain.., the car 
carriage brings me back- 
attenbant mice, robenHaotipeir 
robbs tenbing clockwise in the winter cteck, 

time won’t run out until we get back. 
Rain falls in the principality of brown cows. 

Rain cascabes from the luggage rack. 
Water has prmreb ' tbe -Oovember bebgerows. 


* to-fbe first surface of borne, 
from tbe new €C roab - fMseb above floob- level 
can %|e tbe river sibe street 
where I was born. I can bear tbe cburcb bells. 


T 


tbe town cowers like an exbausteb father. 
.^J^rvtbing bas cbangeb. We were never closer to Bonn, 
PE: Do you feel stigmatized as a pdet^as far a^be^^ or (Bilan or Cologne. We were never closer ; 
ing an Irish man and an Irish poet, that to p lot of to a fairy tale, heartbroken afternoons at borne 

people this may mean you are inherently political? 

"~eah, I think it’s a condition of those WfeTiave l- 

on . now seem m details from another biography, 

an identifiable kind of race-category, that in fact;, are ~ . a 4 , 4 a t , .. 

they’re forced to be political. If you’re a write;!; whether pQS ^ QS e * ure ° an I a ,an | m: 

you’re an African-American or and Asiari-American, I / to |$|E Certain, bfinbs must be brawn bown | 
think that the majority of the literary poinmiunity thinks /" Hght> anb talk kept to a minimum, 

that because you come from tha}.|^^r^®^^ :rty! ^ 

that you should have specific angers, riages, and feel- misfortune floobeb my cbilbboob so many times. ? : : 

ings of injustice and that you should,*)© political about to see it now f® d : rbiseb Curo-roab. 

it. Infact, many Irish people whenthey come to America WouK) , go back? Woulb a ^ go back to tbe mines? 


do suddenly become political. If| not only that they 
learn more things about Iplilrd, t|iyt’s also condition 
which is caused. b| the pressures they feel from the 
broader I rish-An^riq ^. .to “Oh you’refrlhp 

you must be doMcai” or “Howcan ypu. nQt be politi- 
cal?” It’s conforming p a baiegorizatferi thdt'has pre- 
ceded them, a cajp$pry that they fall into when they 
arrive in America!*' f ihd it quite amazing. I had friends 
who were in Irelancftytebty yearsago ; whb are the most 
stupidly ignofant peopfeJ,-hav(|.#iit, even to this day. 
They knew absolutely nothing about and had 
no interest in politics and icometo Ameripn and I find 
that they are involved m jpoiiiicai organizations. It’s al ? . 
most like becoming political is a comptetioh^ "Pf-ftp.. .so- 
ciological condition known as IrisfWss. Andiftey had 
to fulfill that in order to become completely American, 
that is Irish-American. The whole question or the soci- 
ology of political beliefs, I don’t understand it but I’m 


Woulb a salmon return to a lake without foob? 


a couple of times: what prompted yoti to go to the 
prisons in the early 1990’s ip conduct a writer’s 
workshop with tifeliRA members who were in prison 
at the time? 

T he IRA in.pjsbn asked to see me after I pub 
fished £ Collection of poems called The Non- 
Aligned Storyteller , that had several poems about poli- 
tics in Ireland in the early 80’s and had a number of 
poems criticizing the IRA. They asked the prison au- 
thorities if I could come, not because I think they thought 
I was a great poet, but to question me about my politi- 
cal ideas. And for the whole summer of 1992, 1 did a 


workshop at Portlaoise Prison, that’s the big political 
prison in the center of Ireland. It was a group of IRA 
activist-prisoners, and I was disappointed at how badly 
they wrote. They really would resist most of the ideas 
I had about improving their writing, you know, they were 
kind of backing up their statements in poems and writ- 
ing. They had a vievvof literature which was essen- 
tially romantic and 19th Century; they loved the poems 
of the Irish patriots of the mid-19th Century, what we 
calf the New Ireland Movement, which was a move- 
ment of European romantic poets, really. And they loved 
the poems of the leaders pf the 1916 Rebellion, some 
n of: whom were good poets, put most of the poems writ- 
ton at that time Were bOd. And they especially loved 
:the poems pf Bobby Sands, whp died on hunger strike 
in Northern Ireland, They thought in way that Bobby 
Sands’ sacrifice of his life had conferred a genius upon 
hislpoetry- 1 fhinjc that that’s a dangerous attitude to 
poetry. A poem isgood in terms of its language and its 
existence on the page, you’ve got to get .that right, it’s 
not just propaganda. In fact, propaganda is probably 
tpe antithesis of poetry because propaganda won’t ad- 
mit another viewpoint. The amazing thing about a poem 
is fjiat it actually relishes ambiguity- the ambiguity of 
the position of the poet, even the position of the poet’s 
feelings/there can be ambiguity in a perfectly straight 
poem. 

But we had great discussions, I really enjoyed 
them. I was impressed by their discipline, they were 
immensely disciplined in a military way; it was like teach- 
ing a group of sdldiers, they were very polite and things. 
But still they would’ve seen me as a typical southern 
liberal, not really Hilly understanding what they had 
suffered under the Unionist administration in Northern 
Ireland. And they would sort of warn me not to be so 
generous. I think that il is very difficult for people who 
are involved in a terrorist struggle to have any time for 
other kinds of generous moments about their enemies. 
In many ways, prison has proved that .there is nothing 
as good as a term of imprisonment to change the view- 
point of a terrorist because in fact, fewer terrorists re- 
join the organization than ordinary criminals. It is amaz- 
ing that when they leave' prison they have educated 
themselves and become leaders of the community 
rather than terrorists again. Most of them. Whereas 
80% of the ordinary criminals go back to crime. So, in 
many ways for IRA people, prison is the first time they’ve 
ever been allowed to slow down. They have spent their 
entire lives struggling in Catholic ghettos, oppressed 
by the police and the soldiers. In prison, they have a 
Chance to actually read books and political journals, 
they’re allowed to have anything they need. It is al- 
most like a: term jri college, they get educated and it 
really changes their nature to some extent, though there 
Eftill is a great kind of military discipline in the prison 
Jsystefri.: 1 wa$ impressed by them. And I was sad that 
history had done this to them, it’s not fair that history 
should’ve been so cruel to them that they ended up in 
jail. I’m sorry for that because I have no doubt that it 
was the forpedf history that made them manufacture 
bombs and that it was the force of history that made 
them shoot at people. On one hand, I admire their dis- 
cipline, but I was sorry for their position as terrorists, 
you know. That’s it, really. 

(books available from A.K.press about Ireland: 

Unmanageable Revolutionaries: Women and Irish Nationalism, 
Margaret Ward; Civil Rights? Stormont Wrongs! and Ulster's 
White Negroes, both by Fionbarra O'Dochartaigh; Northern Ire- 
land: The Qrange State, Farrell; Only the Rivers Run Free: 
Northern Ireland, The Women's War, Eileen Fairweather; and 
A History of the Irish Working Class, by Peter Ellis.) 

A.K. Press, P.O. Box 40682, San Francisco, CA, 94140-0682 
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by fwfirew Dove 

Your style is ready influenced by Discharge 
and the Swedish HC sound and lyric wise* 
do you stii think that the strong anti-war 
stance is relevant in the mW 90’s? 

Of course Degrade are influenced by the 
greats of hardcore, Swedish, English, Ameri- 
can and Japaneset<M|MdiriyDis(6M^ Anti* 
Cimex, Shitlickers, Antisect, Discard, Driller 
Kider, Asocial, Kuro, as well as US bands 
Winter, Repulsion, Master, Final Conflict and 
maty other musically, : ;,'J IpIP 1 *" 5 ' 

Today's world is infected by war and its 
destruction of innocents is as much as it 
has ever beefltplr strong aiiti-war stance 
and fyrics about the horror and 
murdering of innocent women, 
men, and children by landmines, 
air rads, genocide often caused 
by religion or a quest for power 
aid dominance or an extreme toe- 
Ian is extreme^ relevant in the 
lie's and as long as an innocent 
child cries out hr pain due to suf- 
fering from wars we wM try and 
change that through our lyrics. 

What’s the response been Ike to 
your cassette and your several 
comp, tracks so far, does it worry 
the land that after 16 years of 
Dls/styie lyrics/bands etc that a 
large percentage of the punk com- 
munity, sbl can't get off their arses 
to attend demos, protests, etc but 
they can order the latest release no prob- 
lem, are we missing 


suffering in agony in the wastelands of Iraq. 
After, they live in rubble and the US is the 
victor in the ongoing Gulf War, who w» be 
forgotten. All 1®:: acts should be viewed 
with contempt and condemnation especially 
when the real reason for the attacks is to 
l|eep their oil interests intact and not out 
Ilf a concern for peopte.^ :ii ^y 
Sydney’s always had a strong unified punk/ 
anarcho community, do any of the band 
organise stuff, outside oflJegrade, Le. gigs, 
zlnes, demo’s etc? 

Everyone in toe band has been into hardcore, 
punk, and underground grind core for years. 
We have done artwork, gigs, put out demos, 


zines such as Holocaust zine. Unclean 
demos and CDs, bands Hke Woe, After- 
math, Compound Fracture, Persecution, 


gigs, what’s the best way to deal with these 
dickheads? ^ # ' 

No, there doesn’t seem to be a problem 
with Nazis these days thanks to people 
stancHng together and not putting up with 
their sWt The best way to deal with them 
|| ,tol|li 'Them out/beat the shit out of 
them before they get too ht^ J IMlhbers. 
Sydney's had its ups and downs music wile 
what’s the scene ike nowadays? Do you 
think anything positive can form out of 
the major labels pushing punk Us Total 
Chaos, Rainlh^tfe’ ’ 

The scene is going we# with hefl bands like 
Subversion, Noizam, Unclean, Rockspiders, 
Red Stain, Straight to a Tomb, also 
old favorites like WW24 Are sM 
kicking it. Major label puching 
punk? This just means mainstream:,, 
acceptance and where’s the tail 
that? But if ctamot ;&, ; s#d' that 
total Chaos don’t fuckin’rip! We 
Also like interstate bands midi as 
mighty Nailed Down, also 
Undtolfjh, Heist, Beastin Heat, Faces , , 
df Ddato, Tnebriated and toe Fuck- 
ing Bastards. 

Do you think poStics and punk mix 
we# together or do youthfitm^t 
of the potitico types have forgot- 
ten where they find got into their 
poltics? -C 

politics play an important part in 
hardcore music/scene but some- 
times it gets ridiculous when you can’t voic|| 
your opinions without someone getting the 
shits. Do om says it right in the 


the point??? 

The term "dis” music or lyrics is pathetic 
and pointless. Just because bands are in- 
fluenced by Discharge to a degree they 
are labelled as a “dis” band. Are Anti-Cimex 
a “dis” band? Why aren't straight edge 
bands called ’’threat” or “minor” bands or 
something. People should get off their 
arses and protest more against war and 
the system that create wars. Also instead 
of ordering the latest pup-punk crap they 
should write to undergroimgj^y bands 
and not support corporate puri||f 
With the recent bombings of Iraq, do you 
find it a bit worrying that the PM (Prime 
IVinister) Johnny Howard was toe ony worn 
leader Ooser) to gtveOntonsupport other 
than John Major? 

This is extrem^y liorrying, i wonder if 
Johnny Howard can hear toe screaming child 


Rockspiders, Headstone, Horrific Homebrew 
and other bands that no-one has probably 
hear of but we do R for toe love of toe 
music and lifestyle, not nor money or fame. 
On my last trip to Sydney I sampled some 
of the best homebrew ckier I’ve ever tasted, 
do you brew your own and what’s your 
Iiiii§i corporate beer? 
we’ve had some exce#ent homebrew in the 
past such as the brutal Fuck your Head 
home label. As far as corporate beer goes 
we a# drink it and.) think the world has 
bigger problems. We drink to get fucked 
up so who cares who makes It %|§to up. 
passed out, that’s our game). 

In the mid soil I know that punks to Sydney 
fought running battles to chase toe Nazi 
element outof the communfly,iltou ever 
get any problems from fascists at your 


‘‘/SglWto Differ”. Politicdliyrics are there 
to make people think about changing filings 
for the better, not to create a ’hoiier toan 
thou* attitude. 

Where to now for Degrade, One demo down, 
numerous comp tracks later; w#i we see a 
fufl release to the near flituie? 

We are grateful to everyondlajho has put 
us on compilation CDs and 
keen to support the scene and domore. A 
few 7” releases are in the works and hope- 
fully we can put out a full release soon. 
Our two demos “Horrific Stench of War" 
and “Extreme Alcoholic Orgy of Destruc- 
tion” are available from fb Box 320, St 
Peters NSW 2044, Australia, A huge cheers 
to Andrew and Profane Existence^ “R e si s t 
this fucking system!"' j 
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SCENE REPORT 


live concerts, as no one was that 
brave to release a Hard Rock record. 
Almost 'til the end of the 80 's all 
concerts were like "mini-wars", be- 
tween the fans and the twice more 
cops (defending god knows who and 
why). People who looked unusual 
(long hair or something similar) 
had a lot of troubles ("...Don't 
come to school once again with that 
long hair! ..."). Every 
cop on the street had 
the right to take you 
to the police station 
and do whatever he 
wants with you. No mu- 
sical magazines or 
newspapers. Nothing was 
really happening. Most 
of the young bands were 
playing Hard Rock (Deep 
Purple, Led Zeppe- 
lin...) and that was 
everything. A tape with 
60 min. recordings of 
Iron Maiden or Kiss 
costed almost it's 
value in gold. Anybody 
who had vinyl was con- 
sidered almost like 
superhuman, because 
he had the access to 
the "forbidden mu- 
sic". Things started 
to change with the 
"Perestroika" thing, 
started in 
USSR by Gorbatchov. 
So, somewhere in ' 85- 
'87 the first bands 
who wanted to be dif- 
ferent appeared. The 
situation was almost 
the same, but people 
felt they are given 
more freedom and tried 
to use it. The youth 
communist association 
(DKMS) organized the 
first rock gigs. 
Suddenty the communist 
party became really 
friendly towards rock 
music and what it was 
supposed to mean. 
These days were really glorious and 
I'm really happy I was able to ex- 
perience some of the bands this new 
gained freedom gave birth to. More 
and more punks were getting into 
the movement. Everybody was really 
united, I mean there were no lim- 
its- you could have seen Punks and 
metal heads drinking together, go- 
ing to gigs together. There were no 
limits, as people knew they were 


Hello, all you readers out there! 
This scene report will try to give 
some idea what's happening in Bul- 
garia. We know that our country is 
too far away from USA, but maybe 
some of you will be interested to 
check what's really going on here. 
So read and if you want more infor- 
mation, just write us! 

Bulgaria is situated between Ro- 
mania, Yugoslavia,, 

Macedonia, Greece, .1 
Turkey, and the Black I 
Sea on East. It is a 
small country with 
about 8,000,000 citi- 
zens. A few years ago 
(1989) the communists 
gave up power and now 
it's already 8 years 
since we are a "demo- > 
cr at i c " country . 

Sadly Bulgaria is one 
of the poorest coun- 
tries in Europe. The 
hyper-inflation of \ 
our currency (lev) \ 
ate all our savings; \ 
what was left was 
stolen from the poli- 
ticians, so here we 
are, trying to find a 
way to survive. The 
living standard is ex- 
tremely low- for one 
month of work people 
people still get about 
$20- 30. Money is not 
even enough for food, 
as some survey proved 
that almost 91% of the 
population doesn't get 
enough money to cover 
their needs (food + 
bills). We have a lot 
of unemployed people. 

Most of the factories 
don't work, because no- 
body has money to buy 
their products. The 
shops are either empty] 
or full to the maxi-| 
mum, but very expen- \ 
sive. I guess it's re- 
ally magic to survive i 
with $20 per month, for everything. 
In January '97 the whole country 
rose against the old socialist gov- 
ernment and now we have a new one. 
I really doubt if it is a change of 
a crucial importance, as nothing 
can change for now and I'm a bit 
pessimistic about the future of my 
country. These days we saw the col- 


lapse of a society, something I 
don't wish to anybody. I believe 
this society needs some radical 
changes, not just a cosmetical 
change on the top. 

I bet it would be really hard 
even for somebody who lives in Eu- 
rope to name a few (or at least 
one) Bulgarian PUNK or HARD CORE 
bands. When the PUNK movement in 


the 70 ' s/80 's exploded in UK/ USA, 
Bulgaria was a closed police state. 
There were only a very few people 
who knew what was happening out- 
side. Rock music was officially 
banned, there were no concerts, no 
releases, nothing. No one was able 
to import foreign records, as it 
was again banned. There were some 
bands who played willy pop songs on 
their albums and Hard Rock on their 




doing it for themselves, they felt 
the freedom and wanted to do some- 
thing different. It was really an 
expression of freedom to have long 
hair, to wear a band T-shirt, to 
have a tape with some foreign bands. 
These were the years I first got 
into PUNK, so I can ' t forget when I 
first hear the Sex Pistols. Clash, 
Exploited, . . already washed up by the 
music industry in the west, but so 
exciting and new for my country. 
The first (almost legendary) PUNK 
bands appeared and it is really a 
pity that many of those early re- 
cordings were not kept. The first 
generation of PUNK bands appeared 
somewhere in '85- 1 89 and it was a 
glorious time, the bands had a lot 
to say and they were saying it not 
in the most pleasant way for the 
state. 

One of the first bands here were 
D. D.T. They recorded 2 demos and 
disappeared somewhere. It's surpris- 
ingly good and original stuff- 
singalong or pogo PUNK. They had 
anti-war, political lyrics and 
clever songs (some of them) . The 
quality of the demos are quite bad, 
but they’re very rare. Unfortunately 
I don't know much about the people 
who played there. CONTROL started 
around 1988 and exist even now. They 
used to play some very enjoyable 
pogo PUNK with unusual influences 
(keyboards + folk rhythms). Their 
first official release was a split 
LP With NEW GENERATION. After that, 
CONTROL released 6 more tapes, 'til 
now and the last one has a CD ver- 
sion too. Sadly, after the second 
tape they got real ly watered and 
went too far from what I usually 
consider PUNK. The fifth tape was 
released with the help of Marlboro 
Music, so it is not something they 
can be proud for. I guess they were 
almost like the Sex Pistols- in- 
spiring and very controversial at 
certain times of their career. Cer- 
tainly a band who needs to be checked 
out (especially the old stuff), new 
GENERATION existed in various forms 
and names between '85- '93. They were 
the band who started the underground 
movement here. They did the split 
LP with CONTROL and released lots 
of other tapes. They had a huge 
following. The music was sort of 
post PUNK/coId wave thing with re- 
ally sad and clever lyrics. Dimitar 
Voev, ;|i|:;.iia^ of newgeneratiqn, 
had a lot of side projects, which 
are extremely rare and worth get- 
ting, as the music of bands like 


KALE, VOZEK I CHUGRA, ABSOLIUTNO 
NACHINAESTI was truly original and 
worth checking out even now. Sadly 
Dimitar Voev died in 1992 and after 
his death the band continued as ART 
GENERATION, but it wasn't that suc- 
cessful. You can contact the NEW 
GENERATION fan club at P.0. Box 2, 
Sofia 1505, Bulgaria. It is run by 
his wife and they distribute a wide 
range of very interesting music, 
videos, records. . . REVIEW started as 
a side project of NEW GENERATION 
(under the name KALE, at first ) , 
but after they were joined by Milena 
they became one of the most origi- 
nal Bulgarian bands of the '80's. 
They released one split LP with 
MILENA and recently somebody put 
out a tape, featuring their best 
known songs + some rarities. 
Musicwise, it was really original, 
singalong. post PUNK. . . wel 1 , I don ’ t 
know exactly how to describe it.. 
Very good lyrics and simply great 
music. Unfortunately REVIEW broke 
up after 2 years of existence. They 
also did a movie called ''Waterfall 
Manager" . which included live foot- 
age from some of their gigs 
+inteviews +more. I have it, so if 
anybody wants to have a copy should 
write me. That band gave birth to 
the fema le "star" of the Bui gar i an 
PUNK- Milena. Personally I have al- 
ways disliked her music/attitude, 
because she had proven with all her 
other deeds that what she does is 
only following the Western fash- 
ion. She started with REVIEW, then 
continued with ERA and ORION, af- 
ter that started a solo career and 
finally escaped (immigrate) in UK. 
MILENA released 2 LP ' s (the split 
and also a solo one called "Ha-Ha") 
and 3 CD's/tapes. Her last album is 
complete crap, as she has "pro- 
gressed" too much, after being for 
a couple of years in UK. I think 
she was labeling herself as "PUNK" 
because this was the fashion, then 
she turned it US rock/glam, and now 
she is trying with the idea of al- 
ternative-metal -core (. . . ?! ). Any- 
how. she is quite famous over here. 
ERA were also one of the first leg- 
endary bands here. I have seen them 
live and they were great. The music 
was sort of t hr ashy PUNK, with 
clever lyrics- very good and in- 
spiring. After the split LP with 
CONCURRENT (stupid heavy metal 
band), their singer/guitarist left 
ERA and they soon became macho-mosh 
type of band, playing thrashy metal/: 
core music (quite dumb). With this 


line-up they did several more tapes 
and a CD. I’m not sure if they still 
exist as a band. Another band that 
appeared at that time was HOLERA- 
good BG PUNK. They split up, with- 
out releasing anything, reformed in 
1995, did one cassette album (which 
by the way is complete crap, and 
had nothing to do with their old 
stuff) and split up again. VIOLETOV 
GENERAL started back in the 1 80 ' s 
with their strange and dark music, 
rooted steadily in PUNK, but they 
chose another way to express their 
anger. They did one CD and count- 
less tape releases, cheek them out 
if you want to hear something re- 
ally original . Another interesting 
band was AVE MARIA- good PUNK with 
Rotten-wanna-be vocals. They did! 
several gigs and broke up. 

These were all bands from Sofia- 
the capital city of Bulgaria. At 
the same time Varna had the bril- 
liant band TARAN, who did one tape 
in '88 and split uo shortly after 
it. Good '77 style PUNKrock. It's 
available from me, by the way. FITIL 
are Exploited type of band from 
VARNA too, but I didn't enjoy their 
macho attitude very much. ABORT are 
also from Varna- pogo PUNK with 
lyrics that may be a bit offensive/ 
to some PC guys, but it's good stuff. 
One of the longest running PUNK 
bands appeared in '88 in the small 
town Kurdziali which is near the 
Turkish border. The band is called 
KOKOSHA GLAVA and they play solid 
UK '82 PUNK, I released their first 
tape in 1996 and also I appear some- 
thing like a "manager" for them, so 
anyone interested to hear KOKOSHA 
GLAVA should contact me or the 
singer of the band: Petko Dimitrov, 
Kurdziali 6300, Osmi Mart 42. Bul- 
garia. Another cool band was UZZU 
from Gabrovo- fast tuneful PUNK with 
female vocals. They existed sev- 
eral years, recorded several tapes 
and once John Peel took their only 
studio master-tape to play on BBC, 
so all they’ve got left is 2 demos. 
Gr#at stuff! There were other bands 
at the time, but I am not able to 
tell you more besided a few names 
like KPMD (hour gas), CORROSION 
(Plovdov) , . . , that left names and 
nothing recorded. 

So when the 90’ s came, we faced 
back ahd saw a few good LP's, a few- 
real ly promising bands left in the 
underground, because of being too 
political (or something like that) 
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and. . .Things changed really fast at 
that time. The years ' 90- '93 were 
ia dead period for the scene. No new 
-bands. Most of the old ones went 
•either to make money or started 
■playing really crappy music. The 
; sudden change (political and eco- 
nomical. . . ) left us not knowing what 
to do. There was no more interest 
in PUNK ROCK, as we saw the world 
collapsing infront of us and most 
: of us didn't really care. It was 
fashionable to be a Glam rock guy 
or a scary 80 's Thrash Metal fan. 
Everything gained was totally 
; wasted. Everything went to pieces 
and needed so much time to recover. 
There was nothing happening, no PUNK 
• gigs, no new people. I felt it al •• 
most like the end for the Bulgarian 
underground. And what happened then’ 
Suddenly, one day PUNK was once 
again fashionable. The mass media 
took it and it became the biggest 
commercial success. The money minded 
policy of the music labels bore such 
stupid bands like HIPODIL (sexist 
shit- calling themselves "punks" - 
one of the biggest commercial 
successfools) . CONTROL went too 
commercial. SRAM E POZOR followed 
the path of HIPODIL- again stupid 
sexist lyrics, but this sells very 
well here. Fortunately some great 
bands were born at the same time. 
CONFRONT pi aved great o i /PUNK with 
some HARD CORE influence. They did 
a few tape releases and I distrib- 
ute their last one. Also they have 
a day out on a CD by Retch Records 
(UK) . Unfortunately CONFRONT doesn't 
exist anymore. Another great band 
from Varna was DISSIDENT- fast 
anarcho PUNK. They have a few tapes 
out, but split up not long ago. 
JUST A PRODUCT are also from Varna. 
They can be compared to Buzzcocks, 
but without their p'oopy edge. You 
can contact them at : Rostoslav 
Hristov, Baba Rada 22, Varna 9001, 
Bulgaria. I also distribute their 
demo. THE SECOND NATIONAL NOTHING 
(Plovdiv) were also a good band, 
but they split up after recording 
their only demo. KOKOSHA GLAVA are 
still playing, maybe will have a 
song on a world PUNK compilation 
LP, released by Teenage Rebel (Ger- 
many). As I told you PUNK is get- 
ting fashionable, so here and there 
new bands. Some of them are shitty- 
one day lasting Green Day copies, 
but some others promise a lot. Time 
will tell. . . . 
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Now I should give the word to 
Alex, who will try to present the 
latest things happening here. (This 
is especially for the HARD CORE 
freaks out there! ! ! :•: 

Hi everybody! My name is Alex 
and I sing in the Bulgarian HARD 
CORE band LAST HOPE, and I also do 
"RISE AND SHINE" fanzine. With the 
next lines I will try and tell you 
everything, or at least the most 
important HARD CORE community in 
our small and beautiful country, 
Bulgaria. First, I want to say that 
we have some great bands over here 
and you'd better check them out if 
you want to know where the future 
of the HARD CORE movement is. Sec- 
ond, I also want to say that our 
scene is absolutely underground, 
100% DIY, totally "independent". 
Which means no clubs to play, no 
places to rehearse, no major 
labels.no "independent" labels, no 
CD or vinyl releases (only cas- 
settes) , no support of local or non- 
local radio-stations, no support of 
musical magazines and newspapers, 
no money, no profits, etc. So, 
that's why I consider the so-called 
"scene" over here as real HARD CORE. 
Poor and proud! We are just a bunch 
of friends trying to build some- 
thing from nothing. Anyway, enough 
with the cheap talking- now I'm 
gonna give you some information 
about the bands. The Bulgarian HARD 
CORE scene is located mainly in two 
towns- Sofia and Varna. Let ' s start 
with Varna- CONFRONT is maybe the 
first real and active PUNK/HC band 
in Bulgaria. They were a great band, 
but sadly split up after several 
years existence. Their cassette- 
album "Destiny" is available- cool 
PUNK/HC in the vein of Discharge, 
with Bulgarian lyrics. Good old 
classic UK style. Next is FACE UP 
from Sofia- the first STRAIGHTEDGE 
outfit over here- they still play, 
but are not SE anymore. Their 
singer, Delian "Dixi" is one of the 
most influential persons in our 
scene. In 1994 FACE UP recorded 
their first demo, which was pretty 
good, but it's- not available any- 
more. They also have 4 songs on the 
split-tape with LAST HOPE, released 
at the end of 1996, Their new mate- 
rial really kicks ass! NY influ- 
enced HC- powerful with very clever 
lyrics! Soon FACE UP will enter the 
studio to record an album which 
should be released by Rise & Shine 
Productions (RSP). By the way. RSP 
is a small DIY label, rim by me 
(Alex) and Delian from FACE UP. The 


first release is FACE UP /LAST HOPE 
split-tape, and the second is 
INCRIMINAL demo- tape (both tapes 
are with full-color covers includ- 
ing lyrics, pictures, and other 
usual stuff). Anyway. Next comes 
LAST HOPE from Sofia, this is my 
band and I can describe our music 
as Old School HC with some other 
influences. We play for more than 3 
years and at the time we started, 
there were no other HC bands, ex- 
cept FACE UP. so that’s why we can 
be considered as the first real HC 
outfit over here. A demo -tape was 
released in 1995, which we don’t 
like very much (because of bad sound 
and production, etc. > and the split. 
We also have songs on a couple of 
compilations, plus there are 2 songs 
on the "United and Strong" CD- comp, 
released by street Sound Records. 
Probably there would be a split 7" 
EP with the German band BRICK, but 
that's not for sure yet. Also, we 
are recording our 11 -song album 
"Stand Together", check it out if 
you like fast energetic HC with a 
lot of intensity and sing-alongs! 
It would be released by RSP for 
Bulgaria and we’re trying to find 
an honest foreign label that can 
put out our stuff on CD/vinyl. If 
anyone is interested, please con- 
tact me: Alexander Boydjiev, Dede 
Agach 17, bl. 2 apt. 36, Sofia 1408, 
Bulgaria. OK, next comes MEANSTREAM 
from Varna- this is one of the best 
bands over here. They play power- 
ful and aggressive mid-tempo HC with 
very clever lyrics. They have a 
demo-tape out and 4 songs on a OD- 
eomp released by Yann Boi sieve 
(France) . Some new material should 
be expected in the near future. 
STRATEGY X are very cool guys from 
Sofia, their music is fast Old 
School SE/HC with a PUNK touch, A 
demo-tape is available with Bul- 
garian lyrics, which is quite good. 
The new songs are in English and 
show a big progress in the band. 
Very promising! They also should 
record new material soon. FORWARD 
was a cool band from Sofia playing 
more melodic HC/PUNK stuff, but they 
broke up and transformed into STAND 
STRONG, which was also a good band 
but they broke up too. The singer 
of FORWARD, who was a drummer in 
STANb STRONG, now plays drums in 
human MASK- this is a band which 
has existed for a long period of 
time (much longer than most bands 
mentioned here), but haven't re- 
corded any stuff yet. Hope to hear 
some great music from them soon! 



TURN-DOWN is a comparatively new 
band featuring the ex LAST HOPE bass 
player. Their demo is out now with 
the strange name "Life's Like Two- 
Faced Angry Yo-Yo"- it's a heavy 
New School "edge". Quite metallic 
at some places, but worth checking 
out if you like that kind of bru- 
tal HC. SILENCEBREAK was a good band 
from Varnam with members of vari- 
ous other bands from that area which 
don't exist anymore. INCRIMINAL from 
Sofia paly NY influenced moshing 
HC, whose demo is the second re- 
lease of RSP. They aren't a new 
band, but this is their first offi- 
cial release. INDIGNITY is another 
cool band from Varna, playing strong 
and convincing NYHC. They have a 
demo -tape and a split-tape out with 
OUTRAGE. OUTRAGE are from Varna too, 
and play music similar to INDIG- 
NITY and MAINSTREAM. DIVORCED 
FRIENDS make very strange and in- 
teresting mixture of emo/punk/HC and 
some other non standard musical 
ideas plus very clever and poetic 
lyrics. They have a demo, which is 
the most DIY release I have ever 
seen/heard and it's definitely worth 
checking out. The last band in this 
report has the strange name CATCH 
AS CATCH CAN, they're a very young 
band and I don't know much about 
them. From what I hear they sound 
like some brutal HC stuff. 

OK, that's it. These are the ac- 
tive bands, which I know. This is 
what we call HARD CORE, this is the 
Bulgarian HARD CORE scene. Of 
course, there are a lot of other 
bands, which label themselves "HARD 
CORE", but it doesn't mean they 
really understand for what it's all 
about. All of the above mentioned 
bands and people are friends or at 
least we know each other. And that's 
the way it should be-. Unity and 
respect! So check it out and we 
hope you'll like it! 

The "new" HARD CORE bands that 
Alex presented you, are just what 
is the sound of the Bulgarian un- 
derground nowadays. There are a few 
'zines really existing here. The 
only HC/ PUNK oriented is Alex's 
"Rise and Shine". A guy named Jor- 
dan is doing a newsletter called 
"Never Again", which deals mainly 
with STRAIGHT EDGE, veganism, and 
stuff ... Also, "Counter Attack" is 
a cool fanzine, dealing with a lot 
of different styles of underground 
music and art, mainly with Death 
Metal but the guy who does it is 
very open-minded, so you can write 
him for more information. No gig 


places, unless you count the crappy 
rock pubs, who are notorious for 
their expensive prices and bullshit 
atmosphere. If somebody wants to 
play in Bulgaria, please contact 
Alex or me. But now we can provide 
only food and a place to stay. Not 
that many foreign bands have ever 
played here, in fact no foreign PUNK 
or HARD CORE band has ever played 
in Bulgaria. It's your time to come 
and play here. huh?!?No PUNK la- 
bels, meaning no big ones who deal 
with PUNK in the PUNK spirit. I, 
Ivailo, started AON a few years ago. 

I have released 4 tapes so far and 
I also distribute a wide variety of 
Bulgarian PUNK/HARD CORE tapes & 
records and a lot of avantgarde/ 
experimental music. 

Well, that's all folks. Hope you 
have enjoyed that journey into Bul- 
garian PUNK and HARD CORE. Contact 
us for anything you want to know 
about more about us. One IRC or $! 
will always be a nice help, remem- 
ber postage is way expensive here. 
We are all open to trades, so if 
you store some of you favorite 
records, why don't you contact us 
and do a few trades which will ben- 
efit each other? Waiting to hear 
from you. . . ! DOVIZDANE! 

If somebody wants to release Bul- 
garian bands, contact RSP or AON. 
Thanx! 

AON c/o Ivailo Tonchev, Stara Zagora 
6010, kv. "M. Stanev" 16-g-115, Bul- 
garia 

RSP or LAST HOPE- see address in 
article, **please do not mention 
LAST HOPE or RSP on your 

envelopes! ! ! 

FACE UP- Delian Stefanov, Dimitar 
Manov str. , bl.27A, entr. B, Sofia 
1408, Bulgaria 

ME AN STREAM- Christian Iliev, Todor 
Vlaikov str. , bl. 13, vh. 2, apt. 29, 
Varna 9008 Bulgaria 
FORWARD/ "Never Again" 'zine- Jor- 
dan, Schipchensky Prohod #7-13. bl. 
228A, apt. 29, Sofia, Bulgaria 
TURN-DOWN- Victor Valkov, No. 98 
Liubotran str., bl.4, ent.A, fir. 3, 
Sofia, Bulgaria 

INDIGNITY- Hristo Ignatov, 
Vazrajdane 40, ent.l, apt. 31, Varna 
9000, Bulgaria 

DIVORCED FRIENDS- Stoyan Stoyanov, 
16 Pushkin str. , Varna 9002, Bul- 
garia 

"Counter Attack" 'zine- c/o Emil 
Saparevski, kv. O. Kupel 1, bl.510, 
entr.B, fl. 6, 

apt. 56, Sofia 1632, Bulgaria 
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never mind the melody... 
...here's Sound Pollution 


SIMKIHELLMATIOM 



7" S3 

3 songs from SINK and 
6 from HELLNATION. 
Pummeling HC! 

PAIMDRIVER 

"The Truth..." 7" $3 
Raging 9 track debut 7" 
from x-Ulcer members. 


THE TRUTH... 





"Misery Index" 12'7CD 

$7 

1 5 songs. 


"Anticapital" LP $7 available again!! 

" Anticapital/Blindspot/ + 3" CD $8 

HELLNATION "A Sound Like Shit" CD $7 

HELLNATION/CFDL 7" $3 
SHORT HATE TEMPER/AMEN 7" $3 
GAIA "This One" LP $7 CD $8 
SPAZZ "La Revancha" LP $7 CD $8 
3 WAY CUM "Killing The..." LP $7 CD $8 
SPAZZ/ROMANTIC GORILLA LP $7 CD $8 
RAISE CAIN "Bootleg" 7" $3 
SOCIETY GANG RAPE "No Fate" CD $8 
MCR Co. Japan 
MAJESTIC FOURfSMOL 7" $4 

Fast paced JjjpaneseHC meets Swedecore with members from 3 Way Cum 

RESULT "I Can Go Die" 7" $4 

Takeshi (x-CFDL) new band... raging he punk, totally amazing!! 

SLIGHTSLAPPERS Change "7"$4 

.... Blistering fastcore from Tokyo. Their1>est yet... ass kicking! 

V/A BATTLE OF THE CHAOS CD $10.50 

The Rude Boys. Nobady's Hero, the Ballad, and Cockney Cocks 

IMENTAL DISEASE “Get The Knowledge.7" $4 

Japans crusty version of Nausffa- excellent! 

MINDSUCK/UNARMED 7" $4 

Chaotic crustcore from Japan & Sweden 

DISASSOCIATE video $18 

25 songs over 3 years, 50 minutes 


send a stamp for a complete list of available titles & info, 
overseas send $1 or 2 IRC’s 
no checks! use a money order 
, All prices ppd. in U.S. 

surface world/air Canada & Mexico add $1 per 7"/CD & 12 per LP 
Air Europe add $2 per 7 R /C0 & $5 per LP 
Air Asia add $3 per 7"/CD & $7 per LP 
e mail address: pollute@fuse.net 

SOUND POLLUTION 

P.O-Box 1 7742/Covington,KY.4 1 01 7/USA 






Editor's Note: We received the following in- 
terview shortly after P.E. 29/30 went to the 
printers. The interview was done during 
September of 1996, and transcription and 
translation took place in November, and we 
received it in December. Being so long since 
our last issues, it is somewhat dated mate- 
rial, but ultimately still important and neces- 
sary for PE. As of this publishing, there has 
been no news of the imminent eviction and 
demolition. This interview was written and 
translated by Brob of Tilt Magazine and we 
are grateful for his submission (see address 
at the end of the interview). 

‘De Schelderatten’ are a group of 
squatters in Gent, Belgium that are 
occupying a few buildings, live there 
and are politically active. The threat 
of eviction has been above their 
heads since the beginning and has 
become more and more actual. We 
let the squatters themselves tell us 
about the (short) history of squatting 
in Gent and have asked them to 
evaluate what has happened so far 
and give their opinion of the move- 
ment. What follows are the opinions 
of four people; a summary of a tape 
that lasted one hour. It’s their own 
words and not meant to be seen as a 
political manifesto 

HISTORY 

“Since May 95 the houses on 
Hogeponstraat 42 to 48 are squatted and 
since February 96 the building on 
Scheldekaal 37 has been recuperated as 
well. There’s an expropriation-procedure 
going on for this one, the rest are owned by 
the city. The part on the Scheldekaai is des- 
tined to become a green zone, the rest 
should be used for social housing. We’re in 
3 twilight zone between legal and illegal. 
We’ve had the promise of the city to be able 
to stay until September 96', after which ev- 
erything would have been demolished. 

“Normally the city council has to submit 
a demolition license, but its still not there, 
and then they also need a demolition request 
to submit this license; after that they need to 
file a building request. Before getting the 
license they need to wait one or two months 
before it gets approval. We don’t expect it 
to get that far by then. There’s other parts of 
the Scheldekaai that are getting priority, for 
which they already have the demolition li- 
cense: the first they got in 92, the second in 
96. For the social housing estate next door 
they got a building request in 92 and these 
are only just ready. That’s four years after 


the request, so it can take a while. It seems 
like the city or at least the person we’ve talked 
to there, doesn’t know which buildings are 
to be demolished in September. Maybe we 
can even stay until March 97. It’s all a bit 
unclear. 

“We went to have a word with someone 
of the mayor’s office. We had four demands: 
first off, this building shouldn’t be demolished 
and secondly, if it does get demolished, we 
have to get another building which has the 
same possibilities and functions: concert 
place, place for caravans, living spaces... but 
they didn’t accept that. Another demand was 
that we were to be notified in advance if we 
were to be evicted. Here they gave us the 
promise that we were going to be told one or 
two months in advance; and we still haven’t 
heard anything yet. The last demand con- 
cerned situations like what happened to KAF 
[another squat in Gent that was abandoned 
after several nazi attacks]. We explained 
what this was all about: that people had been 
arrested for disturbing the peace while it was 
the fascists that stirred things up. We de- 
manded that if something like that were to 
happen again, we would be left alone and 
the fascists would get arrested. We haven’t 
had too much trouble with the police so far.” 

THE BUILDING 

“Most of the buildings date from the 1 9th 


century. The one on the Scheldekaai (where 
we live and the concerts take place) was 
empty for a month. The ones on 
Hogeponstraat were empty for at least a 
year, there’s also a part of an old mirror fac- 
tory and two little houses that were empty 
for a very long time already. The value of 
the building on the front has an estimated 
value of 7 million (Ed.: Belgian francs; about 
$225,000). The house we squatted in Feb- 
ruary had just been renovated by the owner 
two months before. They could turn it into a 
yuppie place but of course we wouldn’t leave 
for that. When all’s ready only the same 
amount of people as there are living here 
now would come and live on the social hous- 
ing estate. Of course, now, the building is 
used by even much more people than are 
actually living there.” 

'SOCIAL' HOUSING 

“It’s absurd to demolish this. Only two 
buildings are in bad condition. Everything 
has been renovated, only to be demolished, 
the whole project is going to cost 1 5 million 
(about $485,000), just for the piece where 
we live. What a waste of money! Lower 
class people are supposed to come and live 
here. However, in France for example, it’s 
been seen that social housing estates soon 
become ghettos and places with a high crime 
rate. These are housing blocks that get a 
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price because they are the ‘most beautiful 
creations of the last few years.’ They also 
don’t care one single bit for the people that 
are going to live there. These apartments 
might have a low rent but you have to un- 
derstand that a lot more people are going to 
live there than the few who brought money. 
There is already a five-story block next door 
where they get a lot more rent out of. In- 
stead of renting the five or six houses be- 
fore, they now get rent for 30 ‘houses.’ Build- 
ing these apartment blocks are a good way 
to make a fortune. Also the argument of 
higher comfort in these new dwellings is be- 
ing used. Compared to real ‘social housing’ 
that's worth nothing: one almost faints be- 
cause of the lack of air conditioning in the 
bathrooms of these fiats. 

“What’s so social about a block where 
2000 people live? People are getting on 
each other’s nerves. They’re starting to act 
‘socially’ and build housing for people from 
the shabby 1 9th century area, but that’s not 
what it’s all about: former folksy neighbor- 
hoods like the ‘Patershol’ are being reno- 
vated; they invest tons of money in it and 
call it revaluation projects.... But what’s hap- 
pening? Rich yuppies come and live there. 
And the common people are banished to the 
suburban ‘concrete blocks’ with a little piece 
of green where everyone crammed together 
has to let out his dog and hundreds of kids 


have to play in one playground. It’s almost 
normal that people start to throw each other 
out the windows. 

“Repression and this kind of regional 
planning fit very well together: those apart- 
ment blocks can be controlled easily. Ev- 
eryone sees everything: the social control 
is enormous.” 

LIVING TOGETHER 

“There are about 15 people living there 
now. There is also input from outside. The 
weekly vegan kitchen, for example, is also 
run by people from outside who come and 
cook. There are also a few people that do 
the bar or help at concerts. People make 
use of the rehearsal rooms... 

“There’s a rehearsal room, a bike repair 
shop, a small offset press, a little second- 
hand shop (open ever second Wednesday 
of the month) where to exchange things, and 
a ‘sports room.’ People can also throw par- 
ties here. And we have a small vegetable 
garden. In the beginning our principal rea- 
son for squatting was the creating of living 
spaces. We squatted these extra spaces to 
be able to do more. More people wanted to 
join but we were tight in space. 

“Buildings squatted without the intention 
to live there are not necessarily doomed to 
fail. A squat can be very well run even if no 
one lives there. Look at the “Rota Flora” in 


Hamburg for example. Here in Gent, no one 
lived at the ‘VDNA’ squat: the person who 
took command didn’t feel like it because he 
thought that he was going to be thrown out. 
That was rude. There was a big need for 
living space then. But people could have 
squatted something else but that didn’t hap- 
pen. 

“At the time some of us lived at the 
‘Ketelvest’ where we consciously chose to 
live without electricity. We had this kind of 
idea of, “Nuclear energy, fuck that!” This 
meant also we couldn’t do any concerts 
there. Only acoustic music was played. Here 
people don’t make a lot of music themselves, 
it’s easier to play a tape. But to put on gigs 
you just do need electricity as you can’t run 
everything on a generator. It’s different now; 

I don’t know if its progress. I still feel some- 
thing of. “We’re using nuclear power.” There 
were also different people then. You can’t 
decide with one or two people that electric- 
ity is out of the question and that the others 
take it for granted. 

“There’s still room for more people here 
but I find it difficult enough already to live as 
a collective and make things run. I have a 
few years experience living in bigger groups 
and I notice people around me that don’t 
share that experience. It’s not all that evi- 
dent. In mega-squats where 30-40 people 
live together, people are obliged to divide 
themselves in living groups because other- 
wise it would be impossible to have personal 
contact with one another. 

“A second squat in Gent would be a 
better idea [as a matter of fact since July 96 
there is one at the ‘Korte Meers’ and a third 
one is always a possibility] , why should ev- 
eryone come and live here? There are still 
about a thousand empty buildings in Gent. 
It would be great if more of them would be 
squatted. I believe that this is going to hap- 
pen in the future. It appears that many 
people want to live in a squat. Sometimes 
we have to refuse people: If someone has 
problems with someone that wants to come 
and live here; it’s not on. People can always 
come here for information to start squatting 
themselves though.” 

SQUATTING AND POLITICS 

“We hardly have a common ‘political 
standpoint.’ Everybody here thinks it’s ab- 
surd to rent something. If you want to live 
together as a group of people then you have 
to squat. If your question is if everyone 
squats from an anarchist point of view, then 
I don’t think so. I also don’t know if that’s so 
important. I do think that the biggest part of 
the people does reflect about anarchism in 
one way or another and feels connected to 
this; more than any other ‘ism.’ 


I believe are people with a very bourgeois mentality" 







“According to me the squatting in 
Antwerp and Brussels [/ think they mean the 
ones that didn’t come out of the anarcho- 
punk scene] fit more or less into society it- 
self. How should I put it? They don’t attack 
the whole system but only a part of if; for 
example accommodation in the case of the • 
homeless squat in Antwerp. \ don't know if | 
all these homeless think about any other • 
things or if they squat because of social op- 
positions. in Brussels that was certainly not 
the case; there were a lot of yuppies involved. 

I don’t believe there was a vision behind it; 
they were concerned about saving a monu- 
ment because of the beauty.ot the c|y. •Nev- 
ertheless I find it OK that these people squat. 
The more squatting, the better, ft does not 
necessarily have t6 be done with a vision. If 
people want to squat because they Want to 
have a roof over their heads, they're 

“Squatting is revolutionary* inmy case 
it is not sticking by the law and says, l^ck 
off with your law®; we do it ourselves.’ But ;: 
because the means are pr#tty ^revofutionar^rt 
that doesn’t mein the reshof tfeldeks be- 
hind it are the same. I believe that the big* 
gest part of the people here have some klhd 
of total vision on society, and that the image 
they have of society, finally leads, them to 
the ultimate choice for squatting: That it is 
the logical consequence. In a squat you do 
what you want If you want to break down a 
iiiM^then you break down that wall You 
really do what you want, there’s no landlord 
or boss who comes to have a look at what 
you are doing. 

"1 see it as cohabitation experiment and 
it doesn’t matter if you call it anarchist or 
autonomous* It’s the opposite of what hap* 
pens in society. You try to put your ideas 
into practice instead of waiting for the ulti- 
iiate revolution to build an anarchist way of 
living* You can already do it with some 
people or at least try. Somehow it’s a way to 
live towards anarchism, ; Whpn we finally 
went to talk with people of the community 
council, it wasn’t to reach some kind of com- 
promise: it was to somehow find out ‘where 
things stand/ what they're really prepared 
to do and what we can get out of it. We soon 
had to draw the conclusion that nothing of 
our dreams of these conversations got real- 
ized* Something we somehow knew in ad- 
vance: if you talk to the city, you don’t get 
anything to say because you’re only a piece 
of shit. Evictions also don’t always happen 
after consultations with the community coun- 
cil; the building usually bought from the 
owner. Sometimes it’s done after delibera- 
tion with the city but I think that cities in the 
Netherlands, compared to over here, are 
much more flexible to talk with their citizens. 
It’s not done over here. Tobback [the Mayer 


of Leuven and president of the socialist party] 
recently abolished his consulting hour. That 
means the opportunity to participate gets less 
and less for people. There’s also a differ- 
ence between Antwerp and Gent. In 
Antwerp, at the homeless squat the people 
/jmmedtately got the blessing of the mayor 
, and a few councilors, but in the end they got 
screwed anyway and had to leave. In Gent, 
people squat for five years already and as 
the only concession the city (Mayor 
Temmerman) proposed to let us use a city 
tp move our things after the eviction of 


SQUATTING AND REPRESSION 

“in other countries there are still a lot of 
people squatting, but it's getting almost im- 
possible because offfjf repression. That's 
the case in Copenhagen. There have been 
action-squattings there that were answered 
with tjeavy thi|erial by the cbps. Also, in 
[Amsterdam more and more squats are get- 
ting evicted, in Berlin it’s the same thing. 
Some tih®r ago theif was an occupation 
Week, but it is not possible to squat there 
anymore^ ^ compared to other 

countries, you can count the squatted build- 
«teTQS[o h; th e fingers of one hand. The au- 
thoriiiii tfon't have to care about anything. 
The squat movement in Belgium doesn’t 
form a big threat like in Copenhagen or Ser- 
in, for example in Berlin the squats have al- 
ways been the centers of revolutionary ac- 
tivities. Lots of things have started from 
there. 

“I don’t believe the city thinks we’re a 
pain in the arse really since we don’t have a 
lot going that is directed towards the outside 
world that is damaging the city’s image— 
apart from a few little articles in the local 
newspapers. Nothing really serious that 
could lead the city to decide to evict us has 
happened. Because of that the repression 
is not hard. In Berlin, places that have just 
been squatted are evicted within 24 hours. 
The same happens in some cities in the 
Netherlands. Here it’s totally different. 

“It depends what you’re doin’ in the 
squat. I believe if more squats would ap- 
pear where only ‘nice’ students are living, it 


realize that much anymore. There was a time 
here in Gent that there were indeed many 
activities and that was noticeable from the 
city’s reaction. A lot of demonstrations were 
violently disrupted. That was at a moment 
when the anarchist movement could tell it 
was going strong and there was a lot of in- 
ternal solidarity. Now there’s a lot of divi- 
'siori.’’ , 

THE MOVEMENT 

"When there would be an eviction here, 
I’m sure lots of people that don’t live here 
would come around [ There were about 300 
people at the solidarity march in October]. 
But solidarity with things that happen else- 
where? There aren’t many actions here any- 
more and if there are, there’s only a few 
people. It goes that far that information on a 
certain action Is not passed on; that you even 
can’t make the choice: do I want to show 
solidarity or not, . ; 1§ff{ 

“I regret that the anarchist movement 
makes so little use of the building. In the 
•Ketelvesf or ‘Slinkemolenstraat’ everybody 
came— from bicycle activists to a women’s 
group— to have their meetings at our house. 
I’ve noticed that when there was no squat, 
people didn’t miss the presence of ‘free 
zones’ and that’s absurd ‘cause squatting Is 
something that affects anyone who relates 
to anarchism. There’s so little space already 
and if there are any, no one makes use of 
them.” 

THE ‘ALTERNATIVE MEDIA' 

“I think the ‘alternative media’ like De 
Nar[The Jester, a long-standing newspaper 
written in Dutch] are rather impersonal Ear- 
Wf there was a much mu|$i mqre personal 
involvement. It all happens so far away. It’s 
my personal opinion that the radical vision 
of De Narhati weakened a lot compared to 
before. Maybe it has to do with who is run- 
ning it. Compared to A Koepel Nieuwsbrief 
[A Forum Newsletter, ex-paper of the Gent 
Anarchists] Ws father soft* Btirt itri f^ct 
pid to compare the two, one has to look at 
them separately. 

Ill “Jfs a pity that De Nam a Belgian news- 
paper and that there’s noi^ .||r<3eht : ;|||| 


sion is not necessarily related to the mount 
of squats. In Nijmegen there has come an 
order against squatting after serious rioting 
around the ‘Marienburg,’ in Groningen after 
the uproars around the ‘WNC.’ 

“I don’t think the anarchist or autono- 
mist movement today can pretend it has any 
striking power. It’s not like if anything at the 
other end of the world is happening, people 
here react. The anarchists in Belgium don’t 


available from the Wtiress bef&w, Ais&WfW- 
ten in Dutch]. Too much is happening: there 
are no actions, for example where people 
come and tell, three hours before it’s actu- 
ally supposed to happen, that it’s not on. 
That’s absurd, it doesn’t work, you can’t do 
things together that way. It gives us the im- 
pression that the squat scene is, I’m not go- 
ing to say vomited on, but very carefully ap- 
proached. And even then is sometimes de- 
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liberately left aside. Maybe because we’re 
too radical or too dirty.” 

SUBCULTURE 

“People who use words like ‘self-cho- 
sen marginality,’ I believe are people with a 
very bourgeois mentality; certainly concern- 
ing marginality but also concerning self-de- 
termination. Does anyone have to compro- 
mise one’s self towards the neighborhood, 
as an example? I think they’re really preju- 
diced. You can’t hide your ideas, can you? I 
think you can show in a relaxed way that 
there’s nothing to be afraid of. If people think 
‘they look horrible,’ then they’re already 
prejudiced. Suppose you’re working around 
the legalization of drugs and you don’t have 
long hair or a mohawk, well lots will ignore 
you immediately. There’s a lot of bullshit 
around about the poor contact with the neigh- 
borhood, but I know one thing; that the whole 
city knows who we are. 

“The reason why there are only punk 
gigs here, for example, is because the fact 
that no one from the outside has ever orga- 
nized a rap, or disco, or hippie party. All they 
have to do is come around and we’ll just talk 
about it. As long as it’s not commercial 
bullshit and there’s no hassle. 

“It also seems that people have the im- 
pression that there’s only talk about violent 
actions and about destroying things here and 
that’s just damned conservative of those 
people. That’s fuckin’ bullshit. The very 
opposite is also true: that people think that 
we blow or booze to much to have a political 
opinion.” 

VIOLENCE 

“In a lot of cases the violence issues 


plays a big role and sometimes causes 
people to stay away. If you have an opinion 
on violence, well then you just have it. That’s 
no reason to put someone aside, is it? There 
may be a lot of people living here that have 
radical views on the use of violence, but 
there’s also people living here that are paci- 
fist. It’s also not because people have a radi- 
cal vision on violence that they’re directly 
going to applicate it. Some groups don’t want 
to cooperate with us because we’re so-called 
violent, but they do cooperate with the city 
which has a police force of over 2000 cops. 
That’s ridiculous, no... to ask them for a 
space then. They might be principally 
against the use of violence but when it comes 
down to ideology we’re closer to one another 
then they are with the city.” 

EVICTION 

“When you get evicted you loose your 
space, but when your group is big enough 
then it doesn’t mean you have to start from 
zero. If you’re with enough people, you can 
build things up again with bigger strength in 
a week’s time. Whereas, for example, with 
a small group you’ll need a month. It’s im- 
portant to get more support while building 
things up. If we get evicted now, it shouldn’t 
be that we have to go up to people again 
instead of them coming to us by themselves. 
Mind you it doesn’t happen that people come 
by themselves. 

“I find it worthwhile to work towards le- 
galization to construct something that lasts 
on the long term, but I won’t go and live there. 
But there’s not enough people for that. 

“Militant resistance against eviction in 
Belgium is ridiculous. You can maybe stay 
for a day longer. After that you just get 


evicted. If you want to go through the trouble 
to try and maintain your squat then you’ll 
have to show it to the city. Then you'll not 
only need solidarity with demonstrations but 
also for picketing, for flyer distribution... The 
squatters can’t do that on their own. I be- 
lieve we get strength from the movement if 
there would only be more solidarity. Squat- 
ting is a pretty radical move that proves of a 
radical attitude and I’m very much inclined 
to think that there’s not so many radicals any- 
more. Maybe people think radical indeed, 
but don’t go out and do things. 

“If people are interested in helping us 
with an eventual eviction, they can always 
contact us (P.0 Box 395 / Gent / Belgium, 
don’t write anything else on the envelop). 
Mail things there just in case we’re being 
evicted while you write. If you want to pay 
us a visit, the addresses of the squats are: 
Hogeponstraat 42-48 and Scheldekaai 37 in 
Gentbrugge [near the Brusselsesteenweg]” 

UPDATE NOVEMBER 96: 

For the buildings at the Hogenpont there’s 
finally a demolition license. No specific news 
on the actual start of demolition. Hopefully 
people will be able to stay until after the win- 
ter. In Holland there’s a law that forbids evic- 
tions during the winter. Communication with 
the community council has faded and people 
at the Hogepont squat believe they can for- 
get about getting a new building. But things 
go on. .Anew huge(H) building has just been 
squatted on Bomastraat by another bunch 
of people. We will have to see how things 
will develop there. 

For additional information: 

Brob (Tilt!) /Tennisbaanstr. 85/9000 Gent 
/ Belgium 
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BARRICADE BOOKS 

Barricade Books leased a premises on 
115 Sydney Road in late November 1994* 
The doors opened for revolutionary trad- 
ing in early February 1995* Our lease 
is up for renewal in November 1997* 

The shop had attracted plenty of nazi 
and filth (cop) attention during it's 
existence. On Monday, 3rd July, 1995» 
at 2pm five police officers raided the 
premises. With unsigned warrants the 
pigs barged their way through the shop 
into the living quarters behind. Upon 
entering the living quarters the po- 
lice aimed loaded firearms at the two 
occupants of the house. After threat- 
ening the house occupants, the police 
then proceeded to search the house, 
breaking down a locked door, throwing 
personal belongings about, taking pho- 
tographs of stock and bedrooms, taping 
conversations and confiscating stock. 

Stock seized from the shop included 
a pamphlet on the gay relationship be- 
tween Bakunin and Nechayev (the front 
cover being unfit for human consump- 
tion)! Also seized were two t-shirts. 
One illustrating a cartoon semi erect 
penis with the phrase “Jesus is cumming" 
and the other with the slogan “Fuck 
the world's police- No World Order." 

On Friday, 12th April, 1996, at 
Broadmeadows Magistrate Court, Malcolm 
Ross pleaded guilty to one of three 
obscenity charges. The police offered 
to plea bargain and drop the other 
two. The magistrate at the court stated 
at the beginning of the trial that he 
would throw the book at Malcolm Ross 
(Barricade Books worker) if Malcolm 
chose to proceed with his not guilty 
plea. So much for innocent until proven 
guilty! Malcolm pleaded guilty and left 
the court with a one year good behav- 
ior bond. 

On the night of the police raid the 
front windows of Barricade Books were 
smashed with bricks. A month later, in 
August 1995 » tlie windows were again 
smashed. The shop frontage has also on 
a number of occasions been daubed with 
nazi graffiti. 

Barricade Books/Info Shop is unique 
in that the bookshop collective is com- 
prised of people from many non english 
speaking backgrounds. In the collec- 
tive you will find both workers and 
unemployed. Punks and vegans as well 
as meateaters. The shop is run collec- 
tively. No one gets paid. All work is 
voluntary. Most Melbourne punk bands 
sell their music at Barricade Books. 
By doing so, they support the D.I.Y. 
mentality and also help keep the shop 
running. Fuck the alternative ripoff 


music shops! Alternative my ass. 

We have had our fair share of ups as 
well as downs. Money has in the past 
been stolen and the shop collective 
was at one time bitterly divided over 
the issue of heroin. However, the shop 
has managed to wedge its way back into 
existence. 

The importance of Barricade Books/ 
Info Shop to the Melbourne Anarchist 
Punk, and lifestylist community can 
never be understated. Before the ex- 
istence of the shop one would have to 
go back a number of years to find a 
public accessible anarchist space in 
Melbourne, long before my time anyway. 

Barricade Books/Info Shop is located 
on 115 Sydney Road, Brunswick, 
Melbounre, Australia, 3056. Our mail- 
ing address is P0 Box 199, Brunswick 
East, VIC, 3057* We are always look- 
ing for D.I.Y. punk music and informa- 
tion from other countries. 

Other interesting things to mention 
about Melbourne are the emergence of 
an Anarchist independent printing press 
and Scam publishing. The press was al- 
ways there, it was just collecting a 
lot of dust for a bit. One of the 
most popular selling items that 
SCAM has produced is Penny 
Rimbaud's “last of t&e 
Hippies”. Con- 
tact SCAM at PO 
Box 756, 

B r u n s w i c 
1 o w 
Victoria 
tralia, 3056. 

FOOD NOT BOMBS 

Food 
Bomb s 

Melbourne bejs. 
gan in early - 
1996 (Janu_- 
ary ) . IT 

started off as 
a Sunday 
evening meal 
in the City 
Square , 

Me lbourne . 

Food Not 
Bombs has 
mushroomed 
since to 3 
meals 
week. 

As well 
the food 
kitchens op- 
erating on 
Sunday, Mon- 
day , and 
Tuesday 


nights, Food Not Bombs Melbourne also 
delivers free food to various Aborigi- 
nal community centres, high schools 
with high homeless student rates, and 
other worthy places. 

Food Not Bombs is also an activist/ 
action based group. We have cooked meals 
for a number of protests, conferences, 
and squat gigs. In early March, 1997» 
Food Not Bombs will cook for both the 
Asia Pacific Anti Militarism confer- 
ence and the Indigenous Solidarity Con- 
ference where aboriginal people from 
all over the world will converge in 
Victoria. 

Food Not Bombs Melbourne was inspired 
by the M. D.l. -Capitalist Casulties 
split e.p. that was a benefit for Food 
Not Bombs and also zines and periodi- 
cals from all over the world that pro- 
moted F.N.B. If this article serves 
to inspire you to get active then it 
has served its purpose. 

Contact us at G.P.O. BOX 3329, GG, 
Melbourne Victoria, Australia, 3001. 

With Anarchist Greetings, MadWog 
(Barricade Books, Food Not Bombs, An- 
gry People) 
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been 
suc- 
cessful 
so far. We 
have plans to 
put out another 
tape with about 8 new 
tracks on it, in about one 
month. The music is grind/crust/ punk all 
mixed together. 

Future plans? 

We are releasing another tape as I said 
before in about one month. We are play- 
ing about 4 gigs in Tasmania in February 
‘97. We’d like to be on some other DJ.Y. 
compilations in the near future, hopefully 
some overseas and Australian comps. 
Apart from that we’ll continue to play 
gigs in Melbourne Le. squatter's union, 
Anarchist Bookshop, Wilderness Society 
benefits, etc we’ll keep playing music 
and drinking alcohol hopefully. Maybe 
more backyard and squat gigs?! 
Influences and favorite AustraNan bands? 
Influences: Hiatus, Doom, Chaos U.K, 


w e 
hate 
them. 
There are 
confrontations 
between them and 
us which more often than not end in 
violence and intimidation. We have argu- 
ments with the straight edge crew some- 
times because of their illinformed moral- 
istic drivel that they try and preach. They 
look, act and think the same way, I guess 
it’s some sort of fashion for them. They’re 
not particularly active in confronting im- 
portant social issues as a lot of us are, 
they’re more interested in criticising us 
for drinking heavily, most of them are 
too young to buy alcohol themselves any- 
way. Although to be fair, I have a few 
friends who are straight edge and do not 
fit the description I have given above. 
They’re not part of the “straight edge 
crew?, those few people have our re- 


t 

have 


by Andrew Dove 
How dki the band 
Stand Against formed in 
a long series of lineup chcmi, — 
people’s lack of commitment. However 
myself (AL) and Russ stuck together 
through it all and we now have a perma- 
nent lineup. AL-guitar, Russ-bass, Cam on 
vocals, Den on drums. 

Do you have any releases? What reac- 
tion to them? 

We have released one tape and sev- 
eral songs on various 
Australian D.I.Y. com- 
pilations, only 
some have 
been re- 
leased 
though 
The tape 


Disorder, Nausea, Destroy, Disrupt, Sore 
Throat, early EXT, Agothocles, Cripple 
Bastards. Favorite Australian Bands: Al- 
Fallout, Warsore, Red Stain, Adrermalin, 
Phobia, Drunkard, Disgauge, Noisam, Hate 
is Enough, Flytop. Russ- Most of Al's 
and Pet ea’wig, Degrade, Heads Kicked 
Off, Subversioa There are quite a few 
cool bands around. 

What are people like in Meboume? Any 
troubles or bother from others? 

We get trouble from coppers as 
you'd expect, because 
of our appear- 
ance etc. 
Nazis 
hate 


spect for this! 

Do you home brew? Grow your own 
food? Record your own music? 

Yes. I (Russ) homebrew pretty much con- 
stantly now- when I bottle one brew I 
put another straight down- it’s the only 
way to go. It means you can usually al- 
ways have a beer or two to drink. It 
also means you can buy less corporate 
beer (which is a good thing). We also 
record our own music. With getting 
Beerache happening and a decent jam 
room now in our house, things are get- 
ting heaps better on the making/record- 
ing side of things- which is cool. Go D.I.Y. 
Any final comments? 

We have an 8 track tape out which is 
available from Spiral Objective-Dry Retch 
or Beerache (PO Box 359 Richmond, VIC, 
Australia) for $5 ppd. or just write for 
info or whatever. 
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Solid song writing with an 80 's punk 
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Excellent Melodic punk similar to BAD 
RELIGION meets the DESCENDENTS. 
These Texas folks are All-Guys, contrary 
to the obvious implication of the band 
name. They also have a 7" on 
Liberation for $3ppd. 

m 


A reissue of the classic 10" pop-punk 
comp, featuring mostly ungettable 
tracks by: 88 FINGERS LOUIE, FYP, 
THE VIND1CTIVES, SQUIRT GUN, 
NONSENSE. PROPAGANDHI, 

THE BOLLWEEVILS, SICKO, 

DONUTS N GLORY, THE PARASITES, 
RHYTHM COLLISION, 

AGAINST ALL AUTHORITY, 

St way more !! 


Pop-punk with Ska from these Orange 
County, CA clowns. Kinda sounds like 
a cross between NOFX, SCREECHING 
WEASEL and OPERATION IVY. 




... 

This debut CD from one of the coolest 
bands I know! Fast, melodic punk rock 
with great lyrics! These guys are 
Southern California's answer to 
PROPAGANDHI, but better! HA! 







When I decided to write this scene 
report, I started to think how should I 
write this, should I just make list of 
things going on (as most people do), or 
should I write something else. Well, I 
decided to do this other thing as I 
found the first solution really bor- 
ing. . . . 

I don't have to tell you that there 
was a war in Croatia, and that it fi- 
nally finished in 1995. Well, first years 
of war were probably the hardest for 
the punk scene, there was no concerts, 
people were occupied by war and not 
doing thins on the scene, so after some 
time, some people decided to do some- 
thing about it. When I started a ‘sine 
in 1993, there was around 5 ‘sines in 
Croatia, and few bands, but hardly any- 
thing was going on, and then it 
started. . .So, now there is around 70 or 
more ‘sines, some good, some not, but 
that's all part of the scene... How many 
people read ‘sines? I don't really know, 
but what I can tell you is that I get 
lots of orders for each issue that I 
do, so I suppose it's the same with 
others too. Problem with ‘sines here is 
that most of them do the same things- 
make interviews with same bands, write 
about same subjects (which don't have 
to be bad, but if you write something 
completely the same as someone else, 
then it doesn't make sense), and most 
of the ‘sinemakers don't even try and 
spread their, ‘sines to everyone, even 
to people who are not into punk/HC mu- 
sic. That can be important, ‘cause we 
can't ignore everyone else, and how to 
spread ideas if you don’t get in touch 


with new people. Maybe the best thing 
for that is Yecemo i Yedaao/Zaginflatch, 
a newsletter done by Z.A.P. (Zagreb An- 
archist Movement). Each issue of that 
newsletter is printed in 1500 copies, 
and it's free, so many people read it. 
There would be even more copies if there 
is money for that, but this group and 
their newsletter depend on donations 
and their own money, which is really 
hard way of keeping newsletter going 
out. This newsletter is mostly about 
things happening in all 
parts of former Yugosla- 
via, and it's covering ev- 
erything, from politics to 
interesting political punk 
events, and it always 
brings a list of new ‘zines 
and other publications. I 
have to mention that YiY 
is the Croatian version and 
Zaglnflatch is the English 
version of same newslet- 
ter. You can get is from: 

ARX/ZAP, Gajeva 55 » 10000 
Zagreb, Croatia. 

Besides this newsletter, 

ZAP is involved in many 
other things, there was a 
reading room/info shop in 
their old office, but now 
it's not possible to do it 
in their new one, so they 
are looking for a space to 
organise some sort of library/infoshop 
there. I think that new one should be 
open in September 1997t if everything 
goes well. All the help for this infoshop 
is welcome, so you can send your publi- 


cations, books, pamphlets or anything 
else that you find interesting for this 
place. There's lots of people involved 
with ZAP, well, most of the things are 
organised by few individuals, but many 
people take a part in actions- in the 
past there were few really interesting 
events that this group organised, from 
ecological stuff, to anti police vio- 
lence stuff and anti fascist stuff. To 
get more info, you should get some old 
issues of Zaginf latch. There's also 
Comunitas (only in Croatian) ‘zine done 
by ZAP, but it's not coming out that 
often, it looks like every new issue 
coTnes out every two years! Comunitas is 
now more like a thereotical thing— so 
it doesn't make any difference is, that 
it comes out every two years, or more 
often... As I said before, money is a 
huge problem, and it's not possible to 
do some bigger publications often. So, 
now when I mention ‘zines again, maybe 
I should write down a few names and 
addresses. First I would like to men- 
tion Warhead, probably the oldest ‘zine 
in Croatia, that's still coming out- 
it's an anarchist punk ‘zine, done by a 
person who is on the scene for a long 
time now, and he’s into politics a lot 
(Gordon Ivanovic, S. Radfca 32, 34000 
Pozega, Croatia) •• .Fecal PorceB is also 
anarcho-DIY-punk ‘zine, and it s a bit 
chaotic sometimes, but I like it, cause 
it's covering some different subjects 


from the ones you can find in other 
‘zines. For example, the latest issue 
was full of different opinions on por- 
nography and sex and anarchist view of 
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these things (Boris Milakovic, Sy. Duha 
30, 34000 Pozega, Croatia) •• .Maybe Not 
So Smart, But Prom the Heart is small 
(usually A 6 format!) ‘zine that comes 
out monthly, and it covers everything, 
from traveling to some thoughts on life, 
society, politics, dreams. . .everything, 
and it's interesting. . .also kind of dif- 
ferent, very personal, but not boring 
or anything like that (Yedran Mocibob, 
M. Yicica 6 , 51000 Rijeka, Croatia) •• .and 
there’s a bunch of other good ‘zines, 
but. they’re mostly in Croatian, so i’ll 
just name a few, like Prilagodba Stava, 
Infectious, True?, Postmortem, Monte 
Paradiso, Common Sense, Who’s Your En- 
emy?, etc. At the end of this list, I 
have to mention my ’zine too. It’s called 
In medias res, and I try to keep it 
political and punk as much as I can. It 
goes out every 2 or 3 months in English 
and Croatian, so people can order both 
versions. It’s $2 US ppd. anywhere... 

All these ‘zines promote libertarian 
ideas, but right now you can’t really 
talk about liberty in Croatia, politi- 
cians say that we are finally free, 
now, when there’s no more communism, 
but I don’t see it that way. There’s 
not much change. Protesting is almost 
forbidden, anything you say can be a 
good reason for them to put you on trial, 
there’s no real freedom of press, and 
you can see that right now- there’s a 
trial going on right now, an editor of 


a satirical newpaper (this newspaper 
contains seriousness too, and they are 
really political and good) is defending 
himself at the court, ‘cause they 


printed lots of stuff just to make fun 
of the president. I don’t know yet how 
his trial will end, but having some- 
thing like that is not called freedom 
of press. Besides this newpaper (by 
the way I forgot to tell you the name, 
it’s called Peral Tribune- (the re was 
something about it in some old issues 
of P.E.), there is also Arkzin- some 
time before it was Anti-war campaign 
fanzine, but now it’s independent from 
it, and sometimes it’s really good. Well, 
most of the time it’s good. That’s about 
all of the newspapers you can find here 
and they can be really interesting. One 
more thing about Arkzin- editor of it, 
Vesna Jankovic, was call in a police 
station for an “information conversa- 
tion” (that’s the official name for ques- 
tioning), cause of one article written 
in Arkzin about family Tudjman (that’s 
the president’s family) ... Same thing 
happened to the editor of Peral Tri- 
bune, just before the trial. After she 
was questioned, there was a petition 
against this law that makes all of these 
things possible... There were 15000 sig- 
natures on this petition, but the law 
is still there. 

And about the part of the scene- well, 
that part is interesting, sometimes it 
can be boring, as you will find lots of 
similar bands, with this so typical 
“Balkan way of punk” (as we like to 
call it around here). Just one year 


ago or so, bands started to put out the 
first DIY records, most of the records 
in the past were done by some other 
people, or bands had tapes. But now 


there is Humanita Nova distro/label who 
are putting out records, and their first 
record was Bijes Zdravog Hazuma/Nula 
split IP. That was a nice piece of work, 
both bands are anarcho oriented, BZR 
play powerful HC, brutal sometimes, and 
Nula play raw punk, a bit different on 
this IP, but still good enough. You can 
contact Humanita Nova at: Marko Yudovic, 
Bolnicka 96, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia. 
There was also a 7 ” compilation, with 7 
bands from former Yugoslavia, called 
Over the Vails of Nationalism and War, 
for me this was one of the best re- 
leases in this part of the world in the 
.last couple of years. Strong political 
ideas and really good music. Humanita 
Nova is the first DIY record label around 
here, and so far it was mostly based on 
selling stufff in Croatia/Slovenia, as 
postage office here is a rip off (too 
fucken expensive to send stuff outside 
of country), and the main reason was to 
provide good DIY punk/HC for people here, 
as there was no such ting before. 
Humanita Nova also sells lots of ‘zines, 
mags, and some books, so if you have 
anything interesting, just get in touch. 
What’s the most important about them is 
that they are doing it just cause they 
want to promote alternative production 
and way of life- it’s all done cause 
they want to show how punk is more than 
just music and what it really is. There 
is also Mixiuta Sutnje distro, a bit 


smaller than Humanita Nova, but they 
sell’ some really good stuff, and you 
can contact them at the Nayber Not 
Smart# •• address. Yedran is mostly into 







sle and emo, but he likes good crust 
too, so send him your trade list. 

Most of the bands that you can find 
in Croatia are mostly anarcho-punk , some- 
times fast and brutal HC, and I have to 
name a few, like Radikalna Promjena, 
who play really good HC, and they are 
young people full of good ideas, so I 
think that you should get their demo, 
as it’s really good (Ylaadimir Mickovic, 
Krajiska 8, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia). Then 
Apatridi, a band who play for a while 
now, and they just released their first 
LP, after who knows how many demo tapes. 
They play good anarcho punk (see War- 
head ‘zine for an address). Pakofbolan 
is playing something that I would c'all- 
their way to play punk-rock (in fact, 
it’s 100^ punk rock), with intelligent 
lyrics, mostly about life, how shit hap- 
pens, and how the army want your body 
without brain. They just released a 
split LP with Dark Busters. You can 
contact both bands at Igor Saponja, 
Rohergerova 54f 52000 Pula, Croatia). 
Beside playing around, they are active 
in many other ways too- they have a 
huge problem right now, cause their 
vocalist had to do his army service, 
and I suppose that a nice letter to him 
would be a cool thing to do, as being in 
the army is not much different than 
being in prison.. just send your letter 
to the mentioned address and he’ll get 
it. Gradani Drugog Reda is one of the 
new and really good bands from Zagreb- 
they play some old style anarcho punk, 
and they just released their first tape. 
You can contact them at: Kruno Stengl, 
M. Radovana 18/2, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia. 
And for the end i’ll mention just one 
more band- Bad Justice from Pozega. They 
are playing some HC, more like crust, 
with two female vocalists. All that 
sounds really good and it’s 
political. . .They did a great thing at 
the end of *96 and beginning of ‘ 97— 
they had a tour with one band from 
Serbia, and it was in Slovenia, so people 
from Croatia can come and see this band, 
as it’s possible for Serbian bands to 
play here. Everything was organised by 
people from Bad Justice and I think it 
was great that they did it... Get in 
touch with them for more info at: Oliver 
Sertic, A.G. Matosa 16, 34000 Pozega, 
Croatia. They’re still lots of other 
bands, but there’s no use to make this 
list any longer. Sorry to anyone who 
is not mentioned here, but I didn’t 
want to make this like listing bands 
and addresses, it would be really bor- 
ing. So, now when I said few things 


about the bands, maybe I should mention 
gigs too- there’s not too many places 
to organise gigs here, it depends from 
town to town. Here in Zagreb, we tried 
to get different places, but nothing 
from that; then we tried to squat some- 
thing, but it lasted for just 4 days. 
Only squat that lasted longer was in 
Pozega- it was really huge and nice and 
it lasted for 3 months, after which lo- 
cal authorities, supported by neighbors, 
evicted people from there. Reason? Well, 
the only reason was that it was squat- 
ted by punks... And now there’s no place 
to organise a gig, unless you have enough 
money to rent something- and that’s re- 
ally fucked up. If you’re renting a place, 
you have to be sure that enough people 
will show up, so you just organise gigs 
of well known bands, and younger bands 
don’t have too much chance to play that 
way. But in Pula, there are a few places 
where it’s possible to organise things, 
and one thing that I have to mention 
here is Monte Paradiso festival- it takes 
place every year at the end of July in 
an old castle and there’s around 500- 
600 people there every year for two days. 
Punk, beer, beach, and some wine. What 
more to ask for? And there is Ponikve 
festival in Zagreb, at the end of June. 
That’s an interesting event, as before 
the gig, people clean woods in that area 
(locals put a lot of garbage there), 
and there’s lots of free food that people 
who organise the gig cook. So after work- 
ing during the day, you can go on a big 
field and enjoy a gig. It’s a really 
good place to do a punx picnic. And one 
interesting thing about this festival 
is punks football- there are three teams, 
so first you have anarchists playing 
against communists, which is funny to 
see, as there are some anarchi-commu- 
nists, who don’t know for which side to 
play, so they play for both sides, 
hehehe...And at the end, everyone who 
is not too drunk to play, play against 
the sle team.... 

An interesting thing about the scene 
here is that most of the people in it 
personally know each other, and I no- 
ticed that it’s not like that in other 
countries (am I wrong maybe?). Here you 
have people traveling around from gig 
to gig in different- towns, all the time 
you meet someone who you know, even at 
really small gigs. Everyone is in con- 
tact with everyone, and that’s what keeps 
our scene going on, ‘cause this country 
and people in it are conservative 
assholes, who believe the fuckin’ poli- 
ticians and most of them are religious 


fanatics- anti-abortion propaganda is 
everywhere, they promote the idea of 
having lots of kids, just to have more 
Croats, and they’re not thinking about 
social problems that we already have 
here. lots of bullshit is going on 
here, and they will have to stop sell- 
ing us their shit as there are more poor 
people here than ever, not enough places 
to work, no way to get help (money) from 
the government, and now all these people 
have returned home from the army after 
five years- what now with them? There’s 
no jobs for them, they don’t have their 
promised bright future .. .Repression is 
stj.ll too hard to let someone speak loud 
in public about that, but the truth will 
have to come out, sooner or later, and 
then something will change, or we’ll 
have another war... and maybe I have to 
mention one event that can show you that 
government already started a war against 
punks and everyone else who is in their 
opinion “not normal”- on the 31st of 
October 1995 , police attacked 500 people 
who came to Samobor (small town near 
Zagreb) for a gig. First there were just 
regular cops, trying to send all these 
people home, but not by asking them to 
leave, but beating them. And when people 
started to fight back, one of the cops 
started to shoot in the air and riot 
cops came, and then the real shit started. 
There were people running in all direc- 
tions, someone put trees in the road to 
stop cops vans from coming, people were 
throwing rocks at them and everyone tryed 
to get on the bus to get a lift to 
Zagreb. But police stopped all buses. 
So, what happened that night was- 200 
arrested, but released the same night 
with no charges, and many badly beaten 
up. A year after that we got informa- 
tion that only 4 cops were charged for 
using unnecessary violence, and all that 
happened to them were money charges, 
and none of them were suspended or any- 
thing like that. But at least something 
happened. Maybe there wouldn’t even be 
that if there was no huge coverage in 
the media about the whole event. Here 
we have really some of the worst cops 
it’s really hard to deal with them, but 
when you get used to it, you find a way, 
but it still doesn’t mean that it’s ok. 

I suppose that’s not much different any- 
where else. 

Well, that’s all about Croatia that I 
can think of right now, if you want any 
more info or anything else, feel free 
to write! My address is: Uarko Strpic, 
Rakusina 3» 10000 Zagreb, Croatia / Earth 
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Molitov Mail-Order 
We have reading material, music, 
and stickers, write for a catalog. 
We're always looking to carry 
anti-authoritarian material. Send 
samples for consideration. 2217 
W. Lupine/ Phx,Az. 85029/ or call . 
(602) 997-2469 


4 energic kids • mainly 
HARDCORE • an interesting 
message * a little bit of ska • 
Mex-northern origin • cool 
layout • Mex-punk scene 
exposed • usual themes lyrics 
• lyrics into english • some 
portions of pop-punk • force 
and expression • Mex-political / 
economics situation • until 
grindcore. 

tape: " Suenos de un Verarto Irreal " 



$ 5 ppd worldwide, well concealed cash 

KITSCH DEL ALMA Distro 

Apdo Postal 1879, 64000, Monterrey, Mexico 


FLAT EARTH RECORDS 


L. the new stuff: • 


i HARD TO SWALLOW / MANFAT - EP 
EBOLA - "IMPRECATION " - EP 

[HIATUS / DOOM - EP 


LCRESS 


PINK TURDS IN SPACE / SEDITION - LP 


MONUMENTS’^^LP 

:re-presses^. 


iEDmor^EARTHBEAr^Pj 

...also: 

_QS CRUDOS - "CANCIONESPARA LIBERA NUESTRAS..." J 

Dressin g^i^^engua M Arir|ad^^j 

^CFORl 


I WITCHKNOT - "SQUAWK" LP 


>OOM - "RUSH HOUR OF THEGODSj^PjCD^SMMTFc,-.^ 


H E BO LA -''INCUBATION" - LP 

>CATHA - "RESPECT.PROTECT. RE-CONNECT’lLP/CSj 

)UFFER - EP ( u s pressing on Crust reciQ 


[ HEADACHE / RECUSANT - EP 
fR - "DREAMSTATE" LP' 


[ WITCHKNOT - "SUCK'' EP 

W hirling pig der vish - lp] 

[DAMAGE (PRICES POSTPAID)] 

^I^EURO/ WORLD WORLD M PAYMENT:] 
UK (SURFACE, (AIR) l 


Pep / cs 

LP / CD 


£2 

$4 

$5 

£5 

$10 

$12 


WELL 

ICONCEALEC 
CASH 


[or cheaper from yourlocal d.i.y .distribution 


‘BRADFORD MUSIC?”, P.O BOX 169, BRADFORD, BD7 1YS, UK. 



ALL EPs 
£2.50 UK 
(CHEQUES / 
P.O.s PAYABLE 


$5.00 REST OF 

WORLD 

POSTPAID 


SPITE: LAST ORDERS EP 

BOR7Q01 


SPrfE: A THREAT TO... EP 

BDR70G3 


RESTARTS: FRUSTRATION EP 

BDR7002 


COMING SOON: 

RESTARTS NEW 7” 

BROKEN NEW 7” 

§i BUND DESTRUCTION RECORDS 

BOX 29, 82 COLSTON STREET, BRISTOL BS1 5BB, UK 


A THREAT TO SOCIETY? 


T0X 'KEC0XD 

P.O. Boh ,51039, 316 St-Joseph est, 
Quebec, PQ .Canada, GIK BZ7 

Split 7" SHITFIT/HORSH 
Canoda/USfl lllorld (surface) 

1=4$ 1=4$ 1=4,50 

5=15$ 5=13$ 5=17$ 

10=27$ 10=22$ 10=26$ 

20=50$ 20=42$ 20=45$ 

30=69$ 30=60$ 30=69$ 

All price, ere In US money encept for Cenede. 

Moke payment to Martin flllord (Payable In American, Encept 

Cenede.) 


UNHINGED LP 
Canada/USR 
1 = 10 $ 


T-Shirts : Hssafsct, Mrt 47, C-ANX, Infest t nitre 
tIO, fins if bands, pefitics messages + pitches 
Send IS fir big fist 


NEVER AGAIN 


An anti-fascist benefit compilation EP 
with 8 Finnish hc/punk bands. 
TOTUUS, WIND OF PAIN, 
HIASTUS, TUOMIOPAIVAN LAPSET, 
FORCA MACABRA, KIROUS, 
GHOST OF MANKIND, UUTUUS. 
All proceeds will be donated to 
Autonome Antifa (M) 
from Gottingen, Germany. 

5 US Dollars ppd. (cash only!) from: 


FRAGMENTS OF HOPE 
PL 21, 90501 OULU, FINLAND 


Write for wholesale prices/trades. 











PE, 

I'm writing to you about one of your 
staff members. In case you didn't realize 
it, Gabe has been a skinhead off and on 
for years. The guy is a well known idiot. 
In Boston he'd be punk for a week, then 
suddenly give away alt hit Crass tapes, 
don suspenders, and poof!- he’s a 
skinhead. I was amazed to find out he 
now writes for Profane Existence. 

More importantly though, he is also a 
sexist pervert. He drills holes in people's 
bathroom walls so he can spy on them 
white they shower. And he’s working for 
a pro-feminist, politically correct zine?!? 
I can't fucking even believe that; it blows 
my mind. 

[there's a paragraph, of petty mind- 
less shit-talking that doesn't pertain to 
Gabe at this point ] 

A lot of folks are saying that PE is be- 
coming a joke, because of the steazebatls 
working there. 

[ Some more gossip about someone 
else] 

Sure Gabe just does reviews, but he 
is stilt part of the scene at PE, and that's 
really troublesome and confusing. I'm 
glad [this tetter writer's personal prob- 
lem] is gone, and I hope Gabe is heading 
in that direction. I know a bunch of people 
that would enjoy your paper a lot more if 
alt of your writers were actually realty 
coot, PC, non-disgusting people with their 
shit together. 

Hello Anonymous (spineless) writer. 

Get a life! Get a fucking clue! Is the 
scene that your from so small that you 
assume there is only one guy named Gabe 
in the entire North American punk scene?!? 
Is your life so pathetic and dull that alt 
you can concern yourself with is petty gos- 
sip? 

The Gabe that works at Profane has 
never lived in Boston. He's from a small 
town in Wisconsin. YOU’VE GOT THE 
WRONG PERSON!!! (He also does more 
around here than just write on the zine.) 

Another thing, what makes you so sure 
we're all so damn righteous and coot here. 
Judging by your letter, you’ve never been 
here or met any of us. PE is not ‘a scene’, 
it is merely a smalt part of the scene. I 
think you need to stop worrying so much 
over the lives of people halfway across 
the country, this letter was postmarked 
from NY, and start concentrating on ex- 
panding your own personal horizons, 
‘cause the impression you’ve given me is 
that it's mind-nttmbingly limited. 

One more thing, all the most tucked up, 
self righteous, demanding, threatening, 
(etc.) tetters come from people who are 
too chickenshit to let us know their name 
or address, if you really stand behind and 
ate so bttre of whatever it is that your 
grin ; v about, then why don’t you have 


the guts to stand behind it. Why are you 
so afraid it might actually go beyond an 
extremely one-sided lecture? 

Duke 

Alt Ye Punx, 

Hello! I would just (ike to let people in 
on what's been happening to our scene this 
side of the world. Last January, we have 
been very lucky to have been visited by 
Peaceful Protest from Japan - me and my 
friends (we fancy calling ourselves the 
Earth Citizens Collective) coordinated the 
Philippines tour and we realty had a lot 
of fun! It is realty coot to meet and to get 
to know new friends from the international 
DIY punx community - they were a real 
coot band and they were also very nice 
people, it's just sad that they had to leave 
so soon, two weeks just isn't enough! 

Before they came over here we held a 
sort of fund-raising gig last December, this 
is to cover some of the expenses for the 
tour and for plans to print some shirts - 
unfortunately though, instead of raising 
money, we lost money. A lot of the people 
who came did not want to pay the entrance 
in full (forty pesos), this is what usuatly 
happens during punk as fuck underground 
gigs so this is quite normal for us, but 
what's realty disappointing is that a group 
of fuck as punk looking kids came as a 
group and wanted to get in for free. They 
were reasoning that they did not have 
money and since this was a punk gig and 
they were punx, we should just let them in 
for free! Fuck! It reatly is a twisted logic 
since we did not have money too! It’s a 
good thing that the venue is like a for- 
tress to woutd-be gatecrashers, what hap- 
pened instead was a nerve-wracking hag- 
gling over the entrance fee, they said they 
would be wilting to pay five pesos each! 
Now that’s a reat bargain - we knew that 
it’s too much but we just wanted to enjoy 
the gig so we let them in. 

The gig proceeded on as usual, with 
the slam pit often ripe with the possibility 
of fights erupting at any moment, in case 
you are not familiar with how slam pits 
are tike here, I think viotent would be an 
accurate word to describe it, not that atl 
the people in it intentionally hurt other 
people, it's just the way it is - unfortu- 
nately some moronic shitheads also take 
advantage of the situation by intention- 
ally hurting other people. Welt, fortu- 
nately, only one smalt fight did material- 
ize. After that though, something worse 
happened. Somebody was caught tooting 
in the store inside the venue and when the 
caretakers caught the culprit and started 
hitting the kid, one of his friends reacted 
by throwing something which shattered 
the glass door and parts of a window. Now 

LETTERS 


that realty made things worse! Instead of 
being able to settle the tooting case ami- 
cably, the 14 year old kid had to be sent 
to jail! And we're atso in debt for the cost 
we have to incur in the repair of the dam- 
ages. and we have yet to pay in fult for 
the equipment we rented! 

Pretty fucked up huh?! Now we also 
won't be able to borrow a good sound sys- 
tem cheaply and without a downpayment 
- after att how coutd the guy trust us 
again?! This was also one of the reasons 
why we decided to use a smalt club as a 
venue for the Manila teg of the Philippines. 
Tour of Peaceful Protest - after all we did 
not have money at hand to use for the 
transportation of the equipment and as 
downpayment too, at least the club did not 
require that. Little did we know that we're 
in for much bigger trouble when after the 
gig, a lot of damages to the ptace was 
uncovered, worst of which was a gaping 
hole in the wall! Too much fun heh!?! Ap- 
parently. the ptaced wasn't designed for 
such frenzied activities as the wall was 
not made of sturdy stuff! For this we had 
to borrow a check worth P15,000! And 
our Japanese friends even gave a dona- 
tion! This ptus att the money from the gate 
went to the repairs but unfortunately the 
owner still isn't satisfied with it. and he's 
also complaining about a bouncing check 
(heh-he!— ). Well, I would not be surprised 
if one of these days I receive a subpoena 
because of all this shit! 

It realty is a grim scenario for us gig 
organizers but we're not giving up! We’re 
planning to release a benefit compilation 
(to help tide us over this shit) in the near 
future, and after around two months of 
recovery I think we'd be able to organize 
a gig this April. We're atso going to or- 
ganize the upcoming Philippines. Tour of 
Argue Damnation! 

I know that what this letter paints is 
something bleak, but please don’t be dis- 
couraged to visit us or do a tour here. 
After alt that has happened, what I re- 
member are the good times we had during 
those two weeks in January. I took back 
at them with fondness and when I think of 
the friendships we gained, I can really say 
that it’s atl worth it!! Viva La Punkista!! 
Cheers!! 

Loi / PO Box 12623 / Ortigas Center P.O. / 
PA516 / Philippines 

Profane and readers, 

I am starting a zine which wilt (hope- 
fully) be a forum for discussion of new 
ideas within the punk and anarchist 
"scene". It wilt basically be a big fucking 
tetters .section, but with the tetters on the 
same subjects. I’ve got a lot on my mind 
so I’ll try to keep this as short as pos- 
sible. Below is a list of ideas that I came 
up with (in whole or in part) in order to 
get responses and yet more ideas for the 


first issue. If anybody has any thoughts, 
please send them to me! Anyway, here it 
goes: 

-What are the advantages/disadvantages 
for thinking in terms of "punk community", 
as opposed to, say, the whole fucking 
world community or your local community? 
-I'd tike to have a targe section on "what 
is anarchism?" and what it means to be 
an anarchist today. Please give me your 
ideas and not Kropotkin's, Goldman's, etc. 
Related... 

-What relevance does syndicalism have 
today? My experience is that it's becom- 
ing more and more irrelevant, at least 
here in amerika. (Don't worry. I'm far 
from pro-rich!) 

-Here's one for you old fuckers who have 
"moved beyond" the "typical" @ shit Spiri- 
tuality - Is it just another form of religion 
and control behind a facade of new age 
bullshit, or are tribal beliefs worthwhile 
and meaningful? 

-What are the arguments for and against 
separatist feminism? If you disagree with 
separatism, did it do any good for the femi- 
nist movement? 

-Any knowledge on DIY/natural medicine 
would be cool. If the revolution does take 
place, it'll be much needed as the money- 
grabbing doctors won't give a fuck. It 
should also be thought about and used 
more now, in my opinion. Also, are there 
any safe , DIY abortion methods? If so, 
they should be known to all! 

Thanx! Please send other new and 
original ideas or ideas which you think 
need to be talked about so I can have a 
new tist every issue. And feel free to write 
about anything else, too. 

Bite the hand that feeds you and feed 
yourself! 

Luke / PO Box 171 / Monterey, MA / 01245 
PS I'm also looking for a contact for good, 
cheap silk-screening equipment, anyone 
know of one? 

PE & readers, 

Christopher Lee Plummer is a revolu- 
tionary anarchist imprisoned in Texas. He 
has a total sentence of 15 years. 

I, along with a group of us in Spokane, 
WA have been in contact with him. We 
are alt giving him a tot of support and 
would appreciate if you would also. 

Us in Spokane have taken over a lot 
of the responsibility for his anti-prison 
group. We are trying to do what he can- 
not white he is in prison. The group is 
called Celt-one and it stands up for pris- 
oners' rights. 

On the outside, Chris was highly ac- 
tive in the anarchist scene. On the inside 
he is stilt active. 

About six months ago, Chris attempted 
to form an anti-racist group, (it would have 
been the only one inside the prison walls). 
For the attempt, a racist group put out a 


hit on him. He sat with a broken jaw from 
one attempt. Regardless, Chris feets he 
should continue. 

We urge you to help if you can. If 
nothing else, drop a tetter. He wilt write 
back!! He is struggling to gain unity in- 
side the prison watts, we should be doing 
the same on the outside. 

Think about being abused almost daily 
and having everything but your mind 
stripped away from you. On top of it all, 
the only reason is because they don't tike 
what you believe. This is what every po- 
litical prisoner faces. If we don't' start 
fighting now, what wilt this free world be 
like for the people who follow. For these 
reasons it is extremely important we sup- 
port each other and the prisoners . Espe- 
cially the ones who risk life and limb daily. 

We encourage alt anarchists to con- 
tact Chris. Even if you just want to learn 
more about anarchism, this is a great way 
to open your options. 

It's time to network and unite, it's tong 
overdue. 

*And remember, they can't get us 
all*. ..Shares Harris 

contact: Christopher Plummer #677345 / 
Estelle Unit / Huntsvill, TX / 77340 

Greetings, 

My name is Christopher Lee Plummer. 

I am an anarchist political prisoner held 
captive in the state of Texas on a fifteen 
year sentence. I was arrested for my in- 
votvement in severat antifascist actions. 

I am now held as a close-custody (maxi- 
mum security) prisoner which means I am 
not allowed out of my 7ft by 9ft cage ex- 
cept for two hours a day (though most days 
I do not even get those two hours). 

About three years ago I started dis- 
persing anarchist literature around the 
prisons and over the years this little 
project has grown into the "Texas Prison - 
ers Anarchist Lending Library". I ran out 
of personal funds a long time ago (I de- 
pend on my support group and a few very 
kind anarchist brothers and sisters tor my 
daily needs) and that is why I am writing 
you now. Quite simpty, those of us in- 
volved with the "Library" feel that your 
zine would be a great addition and ask 
that you offer a free sub. If you possible 
can. We ask this on a tenant of mutual 
aid and volunteer co-operation! If you do 
choose to assist those of us here in the 
cages please be sure that the address on 
the envelope is the publisher's or a 
bookstore's, take c are and feet free to 
contact myself or my support group. 

Refuse, Resist, Exist!! 

United Anarchist Front 
Chris Plummer #677345 / Estelle Unit / 
Huntsville, TX / 77340 
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To whom it may concern. 

Speak In Tongues is an non profit, anti- 
corporate club in Cleveland, OH. It is run 
by five dedicated individuals, who also 
live at the space. We have a stage, an 
excellent sound system, and enough room 
for up to 200-300 people. The club has 
been up and running in it's current incar- 
nation for well over a year and a half. 
We've put on tons of shows for many good 
bands, and in the process, had a tot of fun 
doing it. Our music tastes vary drasti- 
cally from individual to individual, and this 
has allowed us to deal with a wide vari- 
ety of musical styles white stilt doing 
something we love to do. Lately, most of 
the stuff coming through has been some- 
what disappointing. Mainly because my 
musical tastes dictate that I fall asleep 
at most of the shows. I'd love to see more 
punk and hardcore bands come through, 
and this is my effort to get our name out 
there. Hopefully, getting more punk and 
hardcore bands to call us when they're on 
tour. 

Usualty, we deal with bands on a per- 
centage only basis. There have been ex- 
ceptions to this, and probably will be more 
in the future. The usual cut is 75% for the 
bands and 25% to cover our expenses. 
Of course, this is something that we like 
to work out with each band, and you can 
expect us to be honest about what you can 
expect as far as attendance, and so forth. 
I will not sign any sort of contract! We've 
dealt fairly with many bands, and to me, 
signing a contract makes things a little 
too corporate-like. We're doing this be- 
cause we love music. We pay the rent 
for the building by working day jobs, and 
rarely if ever make money on shows. 
We're also working on becoming a non- 
profit organization as the space is com- 
pletely underground, at this point. We can 
provide food for the bands and a place to 
crash, if needed. 

If you're tooking for a specific date to 
play, you're best bet is to send a tape, 
CD, or record of some of the band's re- 
corded material along with a brief note 
stating the day you need a show, and so 
forth. Band information is helpful, as well 
as a lyric sheet. Then, you can give a 
call a week or so later. This will give us 
a chance to hear the band and everything. 
We try to get back to everyone as soon 
as possible whether it's possibte to do the 
show or not. However, this isn't always 
possible as things can get pretty hectic, 
especially in the summer. So be sure to 
leave messages and try back every once 
in a while. If you need a show on short 
notice, you can still try to get a hold of us. 
We'll help if we can. 

We do hardcore/punk matinee ehimt^ie 
a month on a Sunday afternoon. A^y Vjjr Me 


interested in playing, please call. You 
can drive out Saturday and stay the night, 
then play the next day. We always need 
out of town bands to play on the week- 
ends. 

Hardcore/fast punk send c/o 
Ryan*melodic/pop stuff send c/o Dan @ 
4311 Lorain Ave / Cleveland, OH / 44113 
Ph#(216) 631-8790 

Oi Oi Oi, 

Well, I finally got myself a copy of PE 
#28 and happened to come across Slug's 
column, particularly the "Chaos Daze" 
section. Apparently Slug feels very 
strongly about his opinions about how 
punks out here in sunny California are 
mere Hollywood-clone chaos punks that 
only believe in drinking and giving a col- 
lective "fuck off" to all those types that 
are "PC". Welt, excuse me, but we're not 
the Casualties. While I occasionally en- 
joy a bottle of Woodchuck, charging my 
hair, and other sorts of punk idiocy, I doubt 
that I'm following the image of punk put 
forth by the corporate ogres at MTV or 
Rolling Stone or even that infamous epi- 
sode of "Quincy," which I actually saw on 
reruns one afternoon and couldn't help but 
laugh. Unfortunately, me and the folks I 
tend to keep company with are in the mi- 
nority, for the Bay Area (I can't speak 
for other areas of California as this is 
the only "scene" I know) is chock full of 
morons that seem to think that punk is 
about that so-called "rebellion" that teen- 
agers go through, along with being wasted 
and false poverty. So stupid. Slug, per- 
haps you might feet a tittle affinity with 
these fotks, for they dissed the very idea 
of Chaos Days from day one. 

I guess the reason why Chaos Days 
was held here in the Bay Area was to 
perhaps give these stupid East Bay poser 
punks an idea of what true punk is alt 
about. Plus, some of us can't afford plane 
fare atl the way over to Germany, so 
Chaos Days USA is a good idea. Give the 
Amerikkkan punks some chaos!! White 
there were no riots with th* pigs or any of 
that other fun stuff that occurs in Hannover 
yearly. Chaos Days '95 was successful 
in at least bringing punks near and far 
together for a big punk party. Of course, 
the East Bay has more than its fair share 
of naysayers that just want to sit back 
and piss and moan about everything in 
the world (but not getting off their asses 
and doing something about it) so perhaps 
Chaos Days wasn't as successful as it 
could have been if you didn't get anything 
out of the gathering, then you obviousty 
took no time to put something into it, ya 
know? I personally had lots of fun during 
that oh-so-brief period of time and met tots 
of good people and encountered a few 
mt#> nr ;hat didn't feel tike putting their 
enei tj «> 'o something else other than fuck- 


ing useless shit up. As for Chaos Days 
‘96, I was out on the streets almost the 
entire time, and welt, I guess it didn't hap- 
pen. I did, however, see a few people 
from out of state that I'd never met be- 
fore. 

Perhaps the East Bay is not ready for 
Chaos Days. A statement that I'm sure a 
lot of people will agree with. As for my 
letter regarding Chaos Days in a previ- 
ous issue of PE, please disregard that, the 
information I got was for the most part an 
embellishment from a local who seems to 
enjoy spreading rumors. (Fuck you Brian, 
ha ha ha!) I got the real deal from Sean 
Goblin and Erik Squig (the good folks be- 
hind Chaos Days USA) months later. 

I do happen to agree that the only genu- 
ine part of punk is the part that is the 
antiauthoritarian, autonomous, anarchist 
social-political view of working class 
youth. 

Anyway, in my opinion, Stug's rant is 
simply another example of cliquish 
wankery that hurts and contributes to the 
death of the punk movement here in this 
country. It also contains idiotic macho 
butlshit, particularly where he mentions 
how you need to be tough to survive in 
Minnesota. What the fuck?! Anyway, 
anarcho punk is the only valid form of 
punk rock left these days, so why don't 
we cut out this lame bickering and name- 
calling that should have been left back in 
the eighth grade? No, punk is not punk 
without political and environmental 
awareness, but you also forget that punk 
is not punk when that awareness takes a 
back seat to petty in-fighting. I'm sick of 
punks fighting other punks. 

For instance: Here in the Bay Area, 
the “scene" is unfortunately run by 
crusties and other apathetic types, but 
there are quite a few Oi punks here. I do 
have doubts that they truly understand 
what working class is about, however. 
Two shows were happening simultaneously 
in Berkeley, (in the same building!!) one 
which was an Oi show, the other which was 
a "crust" show featuring local faves 
Skaven, El Dopa, Fields of Shit, and Red 
Scare. The Oi show ended around the 
same time that Skaven started ptaying, 
and the Oi punks/skinheads decided to 
walk in and fuck shit up. A huge brawl 
broke out, resulting in many bruises and 
one particular soul had his ear partially 
torn off. I jumped into the middle of the 
fight and began separating combatants 
one by one. I also heard of another inci- 
dent involving skinheads and crusties at 
a house in Oakland in which several skins 
walked onto the owner's property and pro- 
ceeded to start fights with people there. 
See what I mean? Of course, some people 

LK77KRS 


just aren't going to like others, but there's 
no need to fight about it, ya know? As 
Gooch of wonderful Assrash said in #26, 
"How are you supposed to fight the sys- 
tem when you're fighting yourselves?". 
Judging from that quote. I'd hafta say that 
Gooch is a rather intelligent person. 

A quick note: Nice rulebook on how to 
be an anarcho punk!! Is this the Cliff's 
Notes version? No offense, but I thought 
rulebooks and labels weren't a part of 
punk. Then again. I'm sure Dan had good 
intentions. I will still continue to read PE 
and buy your records, because wetl, some 
of my favorite bands are on you label! I 
could go on and on, but I think I've more 
orJess gotten as close to the point as one 
that's still awake at 3:30 in the morning 
can. If this letter gets published (I hope it 
does, I took two hours writing the damn 
thing) then I'd like a response from Slug 
and perhaps all of this confusion will be 
cleared up and it will be much appreci- 
ated. Thanks for providing me and fellow 
punks with a good zine covering demos 
and other anarchist events, along with 
some great records. If it wasn't for you, I 
might not even know stuff tike this existed. 
Up the Fuckin' Punks!!. ..Jake Useless 
PS I really want to know if the tetter writ- 
ten by the oh so fashionable and rebel- 
lious "Shannon" was supposed to be taken 
seriously or simply laughed at? I mean, 
Christ, the Sex Pistols aren't that good, and 
who cares?? Too bad she's only 
fourteen. ..heh heh heh. Sarcasm... 

Dear PE & Friends, 

Hey, how are all my friend's and com- 
rades doing in the semi-free world? Wetl 
as you can see I'm stilt a P.O.W. of this 
fuckin' fascist state, but I need some help 
from PE , alt the PE readers (punk/anar- 
chists and anyone else) and I hope PE will 
spread the word in their zine and on the 
streets. 

On Dec. 24, 1996, I was given a Sept. 
30,1997 parote date. I've been a pris- 
oner of the state ever since Dec. 10,1985, 
and I have no famity or peopte outside 
the prison. I am an anarchist/punk for- 
ever and I need to hear from some of my 
fellow punks out there cause I ain't had 
any mail (except my PE zine #29/30) in 
six months so here is my address below 
and I hope to hear from you soon? 

John W. Anderson #17627 / Utah State 
Prison / PO Box 250, Uinta #5 / Draper, 
Utah / 84020 

Atl my peopte and friends turned their 
backs on me when they seen how much 
my time I was given for possession of 
bombs '‘cause we (my friends and me) 
were preparing to bomb a “ pig station", 
but I could use some mail, a resource list 
tor punks that I can contact and I'm let- 
ting PE know I'm stilt here and hope they 
still have my subscription and I'm looking 


forward to my next PE zine and hopefully 
some mail real soon?! So be sure I'm on 
your mailing list for your zine! 

John W. Andersone #17627 / Utah State 
Prison / Uinta #5 / Draper, UT / 84020 

Dear Folks at PE, 

Howdy and revolutionary greetings 
from the Huntsville Gulag where the towns' 
people practice ritual chainsaw murder 
and sell strange tastin' Bar-BQ.. Yeah, 
I’m still a guest of the state and still mak- 
ing it a point to waste as many tax dol- 
lars as possible supplied by those folks 
stitt gullible enough to supply them for 
prison expan sion-or more precisely war 
on the working class. 

Last issue received was #28. Thanks 
folks. I liked the interview with 
Execradores a lot and it was very inspir- 
ing to hear them speak of their anarchist 
principles. It was kind of a bummer to 
hear pessimistic views towards anarchism 
as given by Adrienne in Virginia because 
most of the antisocial problems she cites 
stem from teaming acquired in an authori- 
tarian and capitalist social context. There 
is no such thing as an "anarchist state". 
Alt of the problems she named, greed, hate, 
disrespect etc. are all more reason to em- 
brace and spread anarchist ideas in or- 
der that people can gain consciousness 
and break free of the false consciousness 
of capitalism and the sate and that is the 
only way anarchism will ever some about- 
through mass movement conscious of its 
intents and purposes. 

With regards to her sentiments toward 
prisoners, doesn't she realize that the ma- 
jority of people are behind bars for prop- 
erty crimes and drugs? Hopefully she will 
not run a foul of the capitalist states taws 
hersetf and gain a first hand education 
as to what a sham the justice system re- 
ally is and who it actually serves. What- 
ever the amount of truly antisocial crimi- 
nal element may be, it is only a fraction 
of that which is currently locked away in 
US prisons. In an anarchist society or 
social context, these people could be dealt 
with in the community without all of the 
statist authoritarian prison crap which 
serves politicians and their ruling class 
masters. 

The idea that human nature is inher- 
ently evil is one punt for the by propo- 
nents of capitalism as welt as Christians. 
That's exactly the type of view of human 
nature they wish to sett so they can get 
people to give Up hope or even contem- 
plate the bringing about of social rela- 
tions where people can be fully human and 
celebrate life. With this view of human 
nature as negative, it's easy to maintain 
the competitive antihuman social system 
which causes negative human attributes 
to manifest-then seemingly validates the 
negative view of human nature. So don't 


buy into it Adrienne! 

To the person who wrote about "Work- 
ing Class?" on the "Columns” section pg 
45. I'd like what they had to say about 
blending working skills with politics - es- 
pecially their reference to syndicalist 
unionism 'cept said person misnamed the 
I.W.W. as the International workers of 
the world. It’s Industrial Workers of the 
world. Well anyway for any employed 
pUnkers concerned with securing them- 
selves and their fellow workers better 
wage and working conditions white work- 
ing towards the eventual overthrow of 
capitalism and in the meantime being a 
major thorn in the bosses side. They might 
think seriously on joining the Industrial 
Workers of the World. The I.W.W. is in 
need of dedicated activists to fight for 
social change and can be reached at 
I.W.W. / 103 W. Michigan / Ypsilanti, Ml / 
48197. 

Finally, prisoner George Skatzes is in 
crucial need of support as he sits on 0 hio't 
death row awaiting execution by the state. 
This, for his efforts as spokesman for the 
prisoners during the 11 day Lucasvitte 
prison uprising. He was falsely charged 
with murder because two known infor- 
mants who actually perpetrated the mur- 
ders turned states evidence against 
George in order to save their own hides. 
Eye witnesses say George Skat ezes 
worked to prevent violence during the up- 
rising and released a guard being held 
hostage for medical treatment who later 
testified under oath that if not for George 
Skatzes he wouldn't be alive. Alt of 
George's peers state that George was the 
type of fellow who would help anyone and 
that during the uprising it was his efforts 
which prevented much more violence from 
occurring to both guards and convicts 
alike. 

His sister has helped form a defense 
committee for her brother and anyone in- 
terested in making a financial contribu- 
tion or organizing support should write to 
Mrs. Jackie Bowers / PO Box 1591 / 
Marion, OH / 43301-1591. 

With Resistance. ..Kevin Glover #526379 
/ Huntsville Unit PO Box 32 / Huntsville, 
TX / 77342-0099 

Hello fellow rejects, 

I am writing to relate to all those in- 
terested the events that transpired on 
August 4th in NYC prior to and following 
the Total Chaos show at Wetlands. Also 
to say a few things I didn’t get to say to 
Total Chaos for reasons that wilt be obvi- 
ous tater on. It has taken me a white to 
write this down and edit it to a reason- 
able length because I have so much to 
say about but I know it's usually best to 
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be brief. 

I went down to the Wetlands to see The 
Casualties. Rumor was that some n axis 
were coming to attack them so as well as 
seeing them I wanted to be there to back 
them up. I also wanted to organize a 
walkout against Total Chaos for their as- 
sociation with Epitaph, a label I consider 
to be highly commercial. I wanted this 
walkout to be a way for those who ob- 
jected to Epitaph to express their discon- 
tent nonviotentty. 

So I distributed several hundred fli- 
ers that read "Fuck Corporate Punk! To- 
tal Chaos are Total Sellouts! When their 
set begins either walk out or go down- 
stairs”. After about 45 minutes I was 
approached by the drummer and vocalist 
who tried to get me to call off the walkout 
by trying to get my sympathy. They both 
gave me conflicting stories about their 
standings with Epitaph. I was also ap- 
proached by their manager who threw a 
bunch of fliers at me screaming, “What is 
this shit!?” and storming away. I sensed 
that this could become violent realty soon 
so I confronted Rob the vocalist saying, 
"So, are you and your friends gonna beat 
me down for this?". He said they weren't 
like that, that he understood my point of 
view, and went on to defend Epitaph and 
his band. 

Anyway, after The Casualties set I 
waited downstairs for Total Chaos to start 
and then walked out with some people 
when they began. We went down the block 
to get some beer. After hanging out for 
20 minutes or so a fire engine came down 
the street and stopped in front of the club. 
Apparently, someone had putted the fire 
alarm during their set. 

After hours of walking around I went 
to St. Marks Place, then one block over 
from there to drink publicly. Soon after I 
got there I was approached by two big 
burly guys (one of them, unbeknownst to 
me was T.C.’s guitarist), tasked his name 
and he said "Boot Party". I didn’t think I 
heard him right so I said. "what?”. He then 
said his name was “Kickinyerface”. They 
both laughed at this witty comment. I just 
thought they were your typical drunken 
tough-guy assholes trying to provoke me 
into a visibly unfair fight, so I ignored 
them. They left and I thought it was over 
with. 

About 5 minutes later someone told me 
that Total Chaos and company were com- 
ing to beat me to a pulp. They thought I 
pulled the fire alarm and knew I had 
handed out the fliers. She suggested that 
I teavg and I agreed. 

I got toward the end of the block and 
looked behind me to find one of the big- 
gest human beings I have ever seen and 
some of his companions of comparable 
size running toward me. Just ima y . >e ’If 
the football team in punk garb cornu 7 * ' ir 


way and you’ll get the picture (by the way 
I'm about 5’6", 130lb$). 

I ran about 20 feet then stopped. I 
thought for some reason I could talk to 
them. I easily could have gotten away 
but I thought I could reason with them, 
maybe have an enlightening streetcorner 
debate. I was wrong. 

Joe E. Bastard with his cronies behind 
him ran Up to me, picked me up, and threw 
me a good distance into a wall. After I hit 
the wall and then the ground, my friend 
Cathy (about 5'0", lOOlbs) steps between 
me and Joe and his gang. She was bru- 
tally shoved out of the way. 

"Take it like a man!" I'm told as Joe 
punches me in the face, t start bleeding 
from my nose and head. Luckily I escape 
being the target of a "Boot Party " and run 
through a break in the circle of people all 
ready to kick in my face. 

Regardtess of what I did, even if I had 
pulted the fire alarm, does that excuse 
the excessive retaliation? What if some- 
one heckles them? I find it extremely hypo- 
critical that a band whose lyrics question 
the behavior and authority of the cops and 
government would act just tike the "pigs" 
when someone questions their morals and 
behavior. 

I want to say that I had nothing to do 
with pulling the spurious f ire alarm at the 
club. White on a certain tevel I admire 
the tad or lass who did this, what I was 
trying to do by distributing the said flier 
was to organize a walkout. One is a cha- 
otic, childish, albeit illegal activity that is 
of limited ability to convey my message. 
The other, the walkout, is a concerted ef- 
fort, an organized expression of dismay 
at a record tabet and band that have be- 
come far too commercial to be involved 
in the scene. 

Total Chaos are nothing but a bunch of 
thugs. They are a Trojan horse that epi- 
taph is using to invade the real under- 
ground punk scene. They represent a big 
reason why anarchy should be difficult to 
live under: Big, Macho, Assholes. Fuck 
them! Walk out of or boycott alt their 
shows. If you have any questions write 
me. ..Ian Nihilate c/o Punk 101 Zine / 148 
Roe Blvd. / Patchogue, NY / 11772 

2-24-97, Rio de Janeiro/Brasil-Damned 
World 

Hello Anarchist Punks from U.S.A.- 

I hope you guys are with health, hate, 
and loving every day of our fight against 
the system and using our days to make a 
threat against the bullshit of the new world! 
I’ve been surviving the worst days of my 
entire life, each day the disgrace follows 
me wherever I go. Two years ago, my 
friends and I were going to a show in down- 
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town Sao Paulo and when we had just got- 
ten off the train, a group of 12 skinheads 
started running in our direction and shout- 
ing. They started kicking and beating my 
friends, who they used to call " fag’s , 
druggies, a shame to the country" (ha). 
And I’ve got a gun, ’cause all of the time 
that we used to go to shows there are 
skinhead bastards trying to beat us up. 
Between all of this violence, I got my gun 
and shot and kilted a nazi skinhead. One 
of our friends that wasn’t involved was 
arrested, but I got away. 

After that, my life became a disgrace, 
me, my wife, and our two children have 
been eating realty bad, worse than usual, 
and I’m realty malnourished (I weigh 44 
pounds less than normal). My wife just 
made an abortion for herself, because it’s 
against the taw (to the poor) in Brasil, 
and she tost a lot of blood. She’s anemic 
now, alt the medicine that she took was 
from friends that helped me. Really, just 
friends that we’ve known less than one 
year. I feet realty sad talking about this, 
cause what I did to the skinheads I did for 
my friends, or who I though were my 
friends, but afterwards everyone in the 
city ran away and left me atone. I feet 
sad because I didn’t feet solidarity or any 
support that I need. Now my chitdren are 
suffering in itlness, anemia, and worms. 
My newest son has serious health prob- 
lems, asthma and bronchitis, he needs a 
testicle surgery more within one year but 
the hospitals here just don’t work (if you 
don't have any money). They just look at 
my babies and recite some total bullshit. 
I'm worried that my boy may have some 
mental problems cause when he gets an- 
gry, he starts to beat his own head at the 
watt. Sometimes when he does it I find 
blood in his nose. I try to do everything 
for them, but the cops are behind me and 
I have trouble working cause I am totally 
afraid that they’ll catch me. They have 
my pictures and a video in their hands 
and I know that the skinheads have my 
photo, too. They have been looking for 
me and I feet totally atone, they went to 
my old house to try and kilt me and I've 
needed to move several times. And I’m 
tired of it, every time I get a new home, 
some punks insist in telting everyone 
where I am, and that sucks. I am tired of 
people that just think about their groups 
and bands and talk a lot, but when things 
get heavy and we realty need to fight, only 
a few people stay that are sincere. I have 
always looked for a more sincere scene, 
without so many separations, bullshit, and 
ties. For me, punk is truly "the sincerity 
hurts more than a punch in your face .’’ 

My life is tike this, it is now 1:30 am 
and I am listening to Bastards. Insomnia 
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is my companion every night, I am wait- 
ing for death to arrive. I've avoided her 
a tot, but I don't know until when- I need 
new documents and a new place to live 
without worrying about the cops. When I 
chose to be a punk I knew that this way is 
not easy, that I need to fight for my ideas, 
for myself. My famity tried to help me but 
they can’t do too much, they are really 
poor too. Sometimes I don’t see a future 
anymore, I feet that I can die anytime. 
(Name Witheld) 

P.E., 

Yes, it’s me again. The anarchist be- 
hind bars. I am writing so people wilt 
learn what realty happens to people in 
prisons. This is a tittle story about how 
prisoners are always guitty, supposedly. 
It all happened on Oct. 1, ’96 about 7 PM. 

I was coming out of the shower and a fel- 
tow prisoner asked me a question. I 
stopped to answer and the lawman in the 
picket told me to get my bitch ass in my 
celt. I didn’t want any hasste so I went in. 
Welt, when I was going in, another inmate 
started cursing the taw. The taw in the 
picket totd the taw thaf was running the 
showers to retieve him. After they changed 
positions the taw came into my celt and 
asked me what I said. I totd him I didn’t 
say anything. He then totd me to go to the 
day-room. I saw that the taw was highty 
aggravated so I put on my boots before I 
went downstairs. On the way there the 
law asked me again what I said and I totd 
him it wasn’t me. He then totd me to tell 
him who it was and I just ignored him and 
kept walking. When we got to the day-room 
he totd me to put my hands on the watt 
and then he walked to talk to the taw in 
the picket. A minute later he came back 
and started tetling me that my stupid ass 
was going to learn. He put his finger in 
my face and I totd him I didn’t need any 
trouble. He touched my face with his fin- 
ger and I turned my head back to took at 
him and the next thing I know I see his fist 
coming at me. So, we start fighting and 
about one minute later, 6 other taws came 
and slammed me on the floor. While they 
handcuffed me they kept hitting and kick- 
ing me. 

Well that’s about the whole story ex- 
cept for the tittle kangaroo court they took 
me to. Most of the people in here are just 
trying to do their time and go home but 
when the taw starts giving us B.S. cases 
so we have to do more time something is 
going to explode. We just want to be 
treated as humans. 

More , exciting stories in the next 

letter The anarchist behind bars, 

Donald Barrois/#672252/PO Box 9200/ 
New Boston/TX/75570-9200 
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One Nation Under.. * 3pf( j 
4 tt fira0e jumping 

4* h Grade Nothing play a couple 
of pretty , good east 
coast (sounding) hardcore. They 
could be likened unto Citizens 
Arrest. One song is about 
class war and the other is 
about personal pain. One 

Nation Under... are real 
similar, but their songs are 
shorter and their lyrics are 
better. 

4* Grade Nettling” 
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Pour short bursts of songs from 
this Minneapolis band. They 
play what they term as 
"midcoast H.C."- a hybrid of 
both west and east coast H.C.- 
though they aren't to specific 
as to what particular west and 
east coast H.C. they are 
referring to. Their songs are 
a little flat musically and not 
to memorable but the playing 
— and energy seem sincere. They 
at times remind me a little of 
«/ YOUTH of TODAY but slower and 
a y 16 ? 1 £ar n,ore funky breakdowns. 
7 Lyrically they're a bit more 
*7 interesting with a song about 
J big union bosses stealing away 
l. the autonomy of the voiceless 
O w ° r k e r 
% _ - M R R 

Coming soon ; a Minnesota Hardcore 
Comp, featuring new stuff from Harvest , 
Silent Fall ; Kill Sadie and 4 “ Grade 
Nothing on one 7" with booklet. 

Apathy Press Records 
PO Box Six Two Nine 
Osseo MN 
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BANDS NEEDED! 

for next comp by Teardrop Toons! 
Send tunes, lyrics, photos, etc to: 

TEARDROP TOON'S 
c/ o Marc 
PO box 57 
Alpena, SD 
57312 
USA 

All bands welcome - 
casse ttes only, please! 
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YOUR MOTHER WEARS 
ARMY BOOTS but ma 
she looks so coo. 


CHECKS TO CHARLES DESGROSEILUERS 
IM CANDIAN MONEY __ 
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FOR BIGGER COMMAND, CONTACT US. 



his issue : alternative eco-no-money, kids' power in 
;openhagen, prison uprising in portugal and the 
isual slew of mischief, chaos and international 
marco-eco news. 



$1 ,50ppd from* 

PROFANE EXISTENCE, 

PO Box 8722, Minneapolis, 
fvAN 55408, usa 
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Rotten Propaganda Newspaper issue #2 out in April 

2$ pages packed with political information, improved’ design 
Only $L00"ppd *-■ or distro. rate 50 cents for 25 or riiore. ' ^ 

7" 's available through Rotten Propaganda for $3 ppd 

Discord-7” • p 
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Aus-Rotten "Anti-Imperialist 1 "^' 1 ; ' ‘ • •' 
Aus-Rotten/Naked Aggression split 7" . , • 

Disco Crisis/Cancerous Reagans split 7" v, 
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^ Jy Keeping an eye on the enemy 




Pittsburgh Punkfest to benefit Mumia-Abu Jamal 

July 4,5,6! Check the internet for more: information, or write (new address); 

; ' ROTTEN PROPAGANDA PAPER c/o Dave and Sabrina 
■ P.O.Box 42325, Pittsburgh, PA 15203 



CONTINUED FROM PE 31 

KIMUSAWEA s/t 7” 

Two lengthy tracks of powerful and aggressive 
hardcore that falls into that grey area between 
“emo” and “crust” as pioneered by Ambush. All 
of the information on this record is in German, 
so my review is based on the musical expression 
and the merit of being on Max. Voice, which has 
a history of innovative releases. In short, a good 
record that pulls you into an unusual listening 
experience. (Dan) 

Maximum Voice Productions / Postfach 26 / 
04256 Leipzig / Germany 

KNUCKLE HEAD s/t CD 

This is mostly all in Japanese so I can't really 
read too much into it. Nice layout and graphics. 
The music on this is just killer!!! Mid to fast 
classic Jap-core with a mega-power HC assault. 
I’m sorry to say that its only on CD from HG 
Fact. (Kerry R.) 

KNUPPEL A.D.S. Heilt die Welt mit Krach! 
cassette 

Listening to this tape is like switching on a time 
machine! This is totally abrasive, raw and crude 
thrash mayhem like it’s not been seen since 
early Napalm Death, ENT or Larm, complete 
with guttural screams, unpolished production 
and slight tinges of metal for that extra kick in 
the groins of the system. To be honest, I had 
thought that this type of music was washed up, 
ruined by the hordes of unimaginative, brainless 
metalheads who discovered it in the late 80ies. 
What a relief to hear that there’s still punks out 
there who take this music as a valve to express 
their extreme hatred for capitalist society: radical 
music for radical ideas! This 11 song tape has 
all the brutal, primitive energy and conviction of 
the earlier mentioned bands and the cover of 
Doom’s timeless Police Bastard gives a hint of 
what their other inspiration is. Another highlight 
are the simple, yet impressively intelligent 
German and English lyrics that show off their 
down-to-earth approach in addressing the 
wrongs of this fucked up society. Very 
impressive debut! (Y@hoo) 

Arne Oster / Franklinstr. 39 / 40479 Diisseldorf 
/ Germany 

LARDARSE Snow Future Demo 

If you like Dirt, this tape is for you. I even wonder 
if this is Dirt!! Either way its got good sound 
quality (and Mikey likes it!) (the baker) 

Fluff / 1 Cedar Road / Forest Fields / Nottingham 
NG7 6HZ/ England 

L.O.P. We of No Property 7” 

Energetic, heartfelt punk with a simple yet very 
catchy beat. The lyrics are very political and 
come in booklet form, (duke) 

Headwound/Zach / 13028 Tr 67 / Findlay, OH / 
45840 

MANFACE s/t LP 

Finally it’s out! It took them a long time to release 
their first full length LP, I couldn’t wait to see 
and here it, it should have been out last 
November. After the really good song, which 
made them famous, on the "...Und Keiner Weint 


uns Nach compilation, here are 9 more cool 
songs. Fast hardcore with dual vocals, good 
lyrics plus a zine from Tom Lang makes this a 
cool release. (Joe) 

Sarja Records / Pidingweg 33 / 5020 Salzburg / 
Austria 

Acts of Sabotage / Hochstrasse 98 / 2380 
Perchtoldsdorf / Austria 

MEHR WUT s/t 7“ 

Am I missing a secret early Napalm Death/Larm 
revival in Germany or what? This is already the 
second new band that fuses manic screaming/ 
growling, political lyrics and faster than a 
speeding bullet drumming I get to review this 
issue. With their feet firmly planted on the gas 
pedal this bunch has the good idea to slow down 
a bit here and there, which brings to mind late 
80's anarcho grind bands, particularly the 
Southern Californian variety. However, they still 
need a bit of distinction to really stand out of 
the “play fast or die“ league. (Y@hoo) 
Industriefeind / Mark Schroder / Groner Tor Str. 
26 / 37073 Gottingen / Germany 

METOKE Kalter Bauer Lp 

Some folks have started talking about a “New 
Wave of German Hardcore" with bands like 
Acme and Systral lately and it’s hard not to 
notice that Rorschach and Neurosis have left 
quite an impression in Germany in the last few 
years. Although the mindless copying of these 
undeniably impressive bands has started to take 
place far too often to be funny anymore, Metoke 
are certainly in the upper league of this musical 
style in Germany. All the goodies are here for 
your unapologetic enjoyment: emotional 
scream-your-guts-out-and-roll-around-on-the- 
floor vocals, full of despair and gloom in 
reflecting the dire state of the human race. Slow, 
atmospheric bits that explode into outbursts of 
unpolished desperation and angst, coupled with 
heavy, cathartic guitar chords and everything 
else you’ve learned to love and cherish about 
this kind of emotionally upsetting music. 
Recommended for those times of the year when 
watching yourself cut open your wrists seems 
like a good idea. (Y@hoo) 

Into the Vortex / Fehrfeld 26 / 28203 Bremen / 
Germany 

MRTVA BUDOUCNOST/PANGS OF 
REMORSE 7” 

This EP reeks of utter sincerity. On those off 
days when you feel like you’re losing “the battle”, 
throw this 7” on and you will be revitalized. If 
these bands don’t provide you with the kick in 
the ass you need to keep the fight going, then 
no one will. Fuck! This is raw punk with 
screaming vocals, sharp snapping drums, and 
nothing but released pure energy. Seek this 
out. You will not be sorry. Did I mention how 
intense this shit is? (A. Noise) 

Filip Fuchs/Jirikovskeho 8/Brno 602 00/Czech 
Rep. 

MUTINY Bodgy Tatts CDEP 

The newest release from this band from 
Australia that describe themselves as “folk- 
punk.” Perhaps a good description as with their 
previous releases, Mutiny combine a tuneful mix 
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of instruments, like a fiddle, that would not strictly 
be considered punk rock. As with the other 
material I’ve heard from them, the five songs 
here are a quite enjoyable break from the 
tuneless thrash I love so much. All of the songs 
have a political and social commentary behind 
them, more often using humor and wit than not. 
If any of the above sounds half way interesting, 
you’d probably be advised to check this out. If 
you’re looking for thrash; seek it elsewhere! 
Apparently they are planning their second 
European tour for this summer and are looking 
for help and contacts. (Dan) 

Mutiney / P.O. Box 1158 / Nth Fitroy 3068 / 
Victoria / Australia 

MUZELBASTARDS Most Things That Have 
Any Worth.. CD 

A new German band that plays an amazing 
diversity of punk styles. In fact, I was wondering 
whether it was even only one band. Most of the 
songj are sung with beautiful, melodic yet 
powerful female vocals that really make this 
stand out. As for the chameleon-like diversity, 
sometimes they sound like well-recorded late 
70ies LA girl punk bands, then it’s off to 
melancholic Siouxsie and the Banshees territory 
and then energetic Euro Punk (all of this with a 
somewhat awkward German accent!). By the 
time the male vocals kick in, it varies between 
powerful early 90's US Hardcore and hard- 
edged emo. Considering that this has almost 
60 minutes of music, you get a lot of variation 
to keep you interested all along. Although this 
is certainly a worthwhile release, the fact that 
there is no vinyl available leaves a sour 
taste in my mouth. (Y@hoo) 

Shine / Guti / Postfach 1212 / 63591 
Niedermittlau / Germany 

NAILED DOWN Leak of Deadly Bacteria 7 ” 

Aten song E.P. of somewhat noisily played punk 
rock with a sound similar to Disorder or the first 
Chaos UK album. There are no lyrics included, 
but the song titles suggest political and scene- 
critical subjects, and a somewhat sloppy 
sounding Anti-Cimex cover. If not for the artwork 
and the name, I would never have guessed that 
this was the same band who put out the hyper- 
speed CD on Profane Existence Far East! It’s 
nothing like I had expected, but quite decent 
nonetheless. (Dan) 

Spiral Objective / P.O. Box 1 26 / Oaklands Park 
/ South Australia 5046 / Australia 

NGUTUKIRO cassette 

A promising new German political (mid-tempo) 
hardcore punk band that seems to take most of 
it’s influences from mid-80ies American and UK 
bands. Admittedly, m/f vocals is something that 
usually is enough to satisfy me in itself. But 
although there are a few real attention grabbers, 
it seems like they still need some time to mature 
into a sphere of their own, there isn’t enough to 
keep up the interest for the whole length. I will 
also not tire to mention that bands should sing 
in their native language if that is the language 
they can express themselves best, some of the 
English lyrics here sound awkward sometimes. 
(Y @ hoo) 

Paddy + Christian / Nicoiaistr. 8 / 37671 Hoxter 
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/ Germany 

NOTHINK Healthy Happy Hours for Ugly 
Death 7" 

Raging straightforward hardcore thrash hailing 
from Tokyo, evoking images of the classics 
E.N.T, Disorder, etc, except for the last track 
“Natural Enemy” which is more of a hip-hop/ 
industrial menagerie. Their lyrics are in 
Japanese and do not include a translation so I 
have no idea what they’re so angry about. Fans 
of Assfort take notice.(Gabe) 

Vinyl Japan / Hamada Bldg / 1 F, 4-7, 7-Chome 
/ Nishi-Shinjuku / Shinjuku-Ku / Tokyo / Japan 

OPSTAND 7” 

If I had to live amongst the French, I’d be this 
pissed too. Watch out California choppe-core, 
Europe may be taking over where you left off. 
Opstand play ferocious HC any way you choppe 
it — an occasional heavy and slower hook mixed 
with speed, more speed, and bloody vocals. 
While their sound may be similar to some 
California bands, they take their lyrics much 
more seriously; excellent politics and ethics. 
(A. Noise) 

Praxis Rec./c/o Jeremy ‘no’ Profit/la Tuilerie/ 
40120 Lacquy/France. 

PROTESTI s/t 7" 

An 8 track demo of a short lived early 80’s 
Finnish in the vein of Riistetyt and Kaaos; 
featuring members of the latter. If you dig that 
classic Finn, sound, this will not dissapoint you 
in the least. Licensed from Fight Records; 
available now on Havoc. (Kerry R.) 

Havoc Records / P.O. 8585 / Minneapolis, MN 
55408 

PROZAC NATION Say no To Drugs ep 

The vocals on this are really cool, they remind 
me of something American in the early to mid 
1980’s. Musically they’re really tight. Powerful 
punk with a political message. This record even 
comes with an official certificate of 5 punk points! 
(duke) 

Incendiary Tactics / 678 E 24ST 1st floor / 
Brooklyn, NY/ 11210 

RATOS DE PORAO Crucificados Pelo 
Sistema CD 

I’ve heard of this band off and on for some years 
now and I’m kicking myself now for never paying 
closer attention. We got this as a review copy 
but as soon as I heard it, I wanted it to be part 
of our distro. This first (and I think their best) 
album is fast, powerful, political, punk rock... I 
highly recommend this!! (duke) 

Fast n’ Loud / Apart. 1 3037-101 9 / Lisboa Codex 
/ PORTUGAL 

RATOS DE PORAO Descanse em Paz CD 

This reissue is of the second, and last good LP 
by R.D.P. If your not familiar, this band played 
killer scandanavian influenced HC in the early 
80’s. Not as good as the first one, but still one 
the best LP’s out of Brasil. (Kerry) 

From Fast and Loud (Address elsewhere). 

REAL REGGAE Overstay 7" 

Oh yeah!!! Manic earslaughter somewhat in the 
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vein of Capitalist Casualties or Ulcer. Pure 
power and about 10 seconds of Ska/ Reggae 
snuck in to throw you off. A bit of style changing 
going on, but mostly blistering thrash and 
choppe-core. Fucking brutal, yes! (Kerry R.) 
Distruted by MCR. 

RESIST AND EXIST s/t 7” 

This band started in 1 990 and was really active 
in the O.C. peace punk movement along Media 
Children in the early 90’s. Having broke up in 
1992, with no releases out, they have now 
reformed and this is the first vinyl release for 
their renewed efforts. With a serious and 
dedicated anarchopunk background, the overall 
message is about taking action and accepting 
responsibility for your own life. Musically this 
Resist and Exist play modern version of the 
traditional southern California brand of 
anarchopunk (Final Conflict, Diatribe, etc), but 
also have a couple songs that borrow from 
Nausea and Anti-sect. As well, there is some 
spoken word material to break up the music and 
keeps each song from sounding the same. The 
overall sound is extremely powerful with angry 
vocals helping to underscore the urgent 
message of the lyrics. A refreshingly original 
release from a scene once mired in Crass-punk 
cloning. (Dan) 

1916 Pike Place #12, Suite 463 / Seattle, WA 
98101 

RESTARTS Frustration 7” 

With ex members of Coitus, Armed & 
Hammered, and Assrash UK, it was no surprise 
that the RESTARTS kick-ass!! All three 
members share the vocals and each deliver 
them powerfully. Lyrics about life out side the 
system and against the lottery have their anger 
and “Frustration” amplified when accompanied 
by the mid paced, hard, heavy and, tight musical 
talent. These guys plan to tour the US this 
summer!... I can’t wait!! (duke) 

Blind Destruction Records / Box 29, Colston St. 

/ Bristol / BS1 5BB / UK 

RESULT I Can Go Die 7" 

I was really looking forward to hearing this as it 
has ex-members of the mighty C.F.D.L, high 
standards to live up to as far as I am concerned 
and this is only an improvement! Total “filthy 
stench punk crust” showcasing more metal and 
Swedish influences than their previous 
incarnation with songs about apathy, back 
stabbing, media victims, etc. Acquire this while 
you can!!!!!! (Gabe) 

MCR Company/ 157 kamiagu/ Maizuru Kyoto/ 
624 Japan 

REVENGE s/t 7“ 

The second release by this powerful Bavarian 
DIY band. They get a few extra points just for 
sticking to their guns in possibly the most 
culturally oppressive, degenerated region of 
Germany. This is great Euro HC, taking 
influences from Swedish Hard-Punk, mid-80ies 
US Hardcore and UK anarcho crust, while 
retaining a characteristic European feel, possibly 
because they seem to blend all these variations 
of straight-ahead, no-frills, in-your-face brutal 
hardcore and still keep it tuneful. Short, simple 


songs deal with religion and the various ways 
the rotting, stinking carcass of humanity makes 
our life that much worse. Playing this very loud 
is a good idea! (Y@hoo) 

ABP / Franz / Karl Valentinstr. 38 / 84524 
Neuotting / Germany 

RUBBISH HEAP Path of Lies 7" 

H.C. on the heavy end from Belgium. Musically 
they remind me of early Ambush. Definitely a 
good record to throw on while smoking some 
kind nugs. (Baker) 

Conspiracy Records / Lange Leemstraat / 388 
2018 Antwerpen / Belgium 

SARCASM / WOJCZECH split 7“ 

Saxcasm are from the UK and play fast forward 
crust in the best style. Four new songs, good 
lyrics, not the typical crust anti war stuff, 
Wojczech are from Rostock, Germany and play 
intense brutal grind core, there are just the lyrics 
for one song, although their are 7 songs on their 
side. (Joe) 

Hammerwerk Records / c/o Didi Eicher / 
Allerheiligenplatz 11/37/1200 Vienna /Austria 

SCATHA Fuck the System 7” 

After their brilliant, but very seriously political, 
album, it’s nice to see this band throw a bit of 
humor into their message, especially with such 
a cliched title above all else! There are three 
songs here, angry and political, although the title 
song got a few chuckles from the peanut gallery 
with the roaring refrain of “We don’t want your 
fucked up system!” The other two songs are 
rather lengthy, with one having short, cryptic 
lyrics, while the last has the lengthy and poetic 
type of their LP. Production is a totally full sound 
which accents and highlights their unique style 
of powerful thrash. Get this one now or be sorry 
you didn’t later! (Dan) 

Anonymous Records / 21 Greenholm Ave. / 
Clarkston, Glasgow G76 7AJ / Scotland / UK 

S.D.S. Scum System Kill 7” 

I haven’t heard much from S.D.S. in years, in 
fact nothing new since their Antisect inspired 
tracks on their split LP with Misery. This new 
E.P. brings out a new thrash approach, with 
songs more in the “Dis-” core vein, although still 
having the same metal guitar leads as previously 
heard, and the occasional shrilled vocals. In a 
nutshell, a decent Japanese thrash release, 
although maybe a too much of a metal influence 
for today’s listener. (Dan) 

Mangrove Label / 103 / 3-24-18 Kamishakujii / 
Nerima-Ku / Tokyo 1 77 / Japan 

SEN WARIATA ...O Wolnosci Cassette 

The music on this is really fast (double bass 
drums) with a slightly hard edge to it. There’s 
lots of energy in this! (duke) 

Marcin “CIACHO” Czachor / ul. Wyspianskiego 
6/69 / 39-400 Tarnobrzeg / Poland 

SLANG Sapporo HC 7" 

4 blasts of absolutely intense, powerful Jap-core 
with a killer Ripcord cover. Great vocals and 
hooks in the right spots keep me playing this 
one quite frequently. (Kerry R.) 

Get one from S.U.P. Records / Kouwa Bid. 2F / 
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Minami 1 / Nhishi 1 / Chouo Ku Sapporo 060 / 
Japan 

SPINNING HEADS It's Just Another Fucking 
Day cassette 

A three-song, yet lengthy demo cassette from 
this band from France, who play a wide variety 
of material, from straightforward punk rock, to 
more fusion and folk music orientated material. 
If you are looking for a something a little more 
offbeat than much of what we cover, this would 
be a good place to start. I unfortunately do not 
have the lyrics for this tape, to make comment 
in that area, but I assume they wouldn’t send 
their tape if they were not relevant! I don’t know 
if they all come like this, but our review copy 
came in a thick, aluminum cover with their name 
stamped into it! Pretty damned original idea! 
(Dan) 

Oliver Azzopardi / 10 lot. Les Cigales / 34560 
Villeveyrac / France 

STATE OF FEAR The Tables Will Turn... LP 
Already among my favorite anarcho-thrash 
bands of recent years, S.O.F. only reinforce my 
opinion with the release of this skillfully crafted 
LP. While many bands seem to lose their ‘edge’ 
overtime, S.O.F. actually progressed musically, 
by adding a greater depth to the sometimes one- 
dimensional style of fast thrash/punk. On top 
of the incredibly intense and complex music are 
the angry vocals shared by John and Jay, totally 
playing off the different qualities of each other’s 
voices. Of course S.O.F. have already 
established themselves a reputation for writing 
intelligent and relevant lyrics while not being 
repetitive or boring. This album will definitely 
be one of those that later bands will surely 
attempt to measure themselves against. It’s too 
bad they’ve just broken up after such a 
monumental effort— at least we’ll have only 
good things to remember them by! (Dan) 
Profane Existence / Skuld Releases 

SUBMISSION HOLD Veterans of the Cola 
Wars Cassette 

OK, I received this early last year when I was 
still in England and it reappeared from thin air 
about a month ago when we had the time one 
day to clean up our office a bit. Submission 
Hold have been around for some years (under 
a few other names at first) and they just keep 
getting better and better. The female vocals are 
incredibly powerful without having to be gruff 
and mean sounding. They’re really tight 
musically. Submission Hold have a lot of 
originality, ingenuity, energy, anger and more, 
more, more! This cassette comes with a booklet 
filled with intelligent, well written lyrics. Besides 
this cassette, they have vinyl out and have 
toured numerous times. This is a solid band 
worth taking notice of!! Write them for any of 
their music you can get your hands on!! (duke) 
PO Box 21533 / 1850 Commercial Dr. / 
Vancouver, BC / V5N 4A0 / Canada 

TEZACRIFICO To Stop Us You Must Kill Us 
Cassette 

A six song cassette of well played and produced 
grind-core from East L.A. Well written lyrics 
about oppression, etc and a really nice hand 


screened package the size of a 10" record 
makes this look really cool. If you like grind you 
should get this. (Kerry R.) 

It’s $5 ppd from Ignacio Lopez / P.O.Box 63336 
/E. 1st St. /L.A. , CA 90063 

TOLSHOCK Pointless Stand 3”CD 

With former members of some of my favorite 
bands out of Sweden (Jesus Exercise, 
Warcollapse, and G-anx), I was really excited for 
this 3” CD to come out; and I was not to be 
disappointed! Full on thrash with the kind of 
ingenious twists and turns that Sweden’s DIY 
political punk bands have come to perfect. 
Thirteen songs in all, making up more than 20 
minutes of relentless thrash, with biting political 
lyrics and even some inward self-criticism on a 
personal level. I would recommend this without a 
doubt! (Dan) 

P.E. Far East (Japan) or Elderberry Records /c/o 
Hakeskog/Karlsson / Hermansv. 94 KV / 55453 
Jonkoping / Sweden (available in the US through 
PE Distribution). 

TOTAL RESISTENCIA Existe la salvacion? 
Cassette 

Here is an awesome HC tape coming from Spain; 
a country we don’t seem to have much exposure 
to here in the U.S. I was hooked instantly when 
played this. At times it reminds me of the straight 
forward assault brought on by bands like 
Antischism and Resist, without sounding like 
clones of either. Like every punk act from Spain, 
the lyrics are intelligently written out and go beyond 
typical black and white sloganistic punk song 
topics. Gotta get one!!! (Kerry R.) 

Total Resistencia / J. Lopera / Maria Auxiliadora 
32-2 C / 14002 - Cordoba / SPAIN 

UNDER THREAT Bomb Scars LP 

After doing a split 7 M with IAF from Spain, these 
boys are back with a new offering! A hard, fast 
powerful Swede-core onslaught with vocals that 
remind me a bit of Disclose. Its got all the hooks 
and leads which toss it above most bands in this 
genre. They sing in English, but you couldn’t tell 
by just listening anyway. Released in Brasil so 
you might have to get off your lazy ass and order 
it through the mail ($12 ppd.) (Kerry R.) 

Low Life Records / CX. Postal 6700 / Sao Paulo- 
SP/ CEP 01064-970 /Brasil 

URBN DK Human Indifference 7” 

From a band that has been on again, off again, on 
again for over ten years now, it’s no suprise that 
their sound is mid-80’s old school US hardcore. 
Raw production and mid-fast tempo hardcore give 
this a genuinely 80’s sound, with political lyrics 
throughout, except of course for the Fang cover. 
A solid release, but a bit lackluster compared to 
some of the more innovative material coming out 
these days. (Dan) 

Powerground/ 1309South21 Street /Mantitowoc, 
Wl 54220 

UNSEEN, THE Lower Class Crucifixion CD 

I find it refreshing to find a band with so much, 
sincerity, energy and heart. They have cool, 
political lyrics. Musically, they remind me 
somewhat of Defiance (and the band photo on the 
back cover). But unlike Defiance, they have more 


diversity in there music and a lot of times the vocals 
are a lot more hard hitting here. This is really 
fucking good. The UNSEEN are not a band to be 
ignored.. Isn’t that ironic? (duke) 

V.M.L. / PO Box 183/ Franklin Park, IL / 601 31 

VALVONTAKOMISSIO Systeemi Tappaa CD 

Remember: quality not quantity. This album is on 
the short side at 26 minutes, but don’t pay no never 
mind. Contained herein, on seventeen songs, are 
extraordinarily heavy bass lines, hate-ridden 
vocals with an occassional second pissed off 
vocalist to boot, and that classic Finnish hardcore 
style we have all come to lust for and love. 
Valvontakomissio do it better than 99% of their 
fellow Scandinavians though. This CD is a 
continuation of their material off the split LP with 
No Security from a few years back. They haven’t 
lost one iota of inspiration since then either. This 
was recorded over two years ago, and now it is 
believed that the band is split up. It is too bad that 
they weren’t more prolific. I want more! This was 
suppose to be released on vinyl too by another 
label, and deservedly so, because this fucker 
blisters. Unfortunately, the “CD only” will have to 
do. The vinyl is not going to happen by the label’s 
request. (A. Noise) 

Finn Rec./c/o J. Lehto/Norrgatan 43/703 56 
Orebro/Sweden. 

WASSERDICHT / KONSTRUKT split 7“ 

Wasserdicht are from Maribor, Slovenia and play 
fast forward hardcore in the vein of Heresy. On 
the flipside are Konstrukt which bring 7 new songs. 
A mixture of some mosh and some fast parts of 
hardcore punk, having a vocalist who reminds me 
to Rorschach or Luzifers Mob. The last recording 
with the old vocalist, before they kicked him out... 
(Joe) 

Jay- Walk c/o Deja Pozegar / Smetanova 82 / 2000 
Maribor / Slovenija 

WLOCHATY Wojna Przeciwko Ziemi LP 
Wlochaty are from Poland and play punk, 
influenced by ska. They also have a saxophone, 
which might make some people skeptic, but it fits 
totally with their music style. The lyrics are all 
translated into English, they wrote about anarchy, 
Hiroshima and the waste of nuclear power as well 
as the diy punk rock scene, the system and much 
more. Well played, nice packed, but not the music 
that I’m into. (Joe) 

Nikt Nic Nie Wie / PO Box 53 / 34-400 Nowy Targ 
/ Poland 

WLOCHATY Bank Swiatowy7 il 

Another Wlochaty release, I don’t know if this or 
the LP is the newer one, but this 7“ is much more 
powerful then the LP. Good punk rock with 
saxophone and dual vocals. Six songs, while one 
is a Crass cover version ‘do they owe us a living’ 
the lyrics from ‘world bank’, one of the other songs, 
are translated into English, all the others are in 
Polish so I don’t know what they are about. Nice 
packing, good release. (Joe) 

Nikt Nic Nie Wie / PO Box 53 / 34-400 Nowy Targ 
/ Poland 

THE WORKIN STIFFS s/t LP 

At first I was thinking this was going to be poppy 
or Oi, but neither of those descriptions quite fit. 
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They’re not poppy ‘cause they’re way too pissed 
off. They’re not Oi ‘cause, well, they’re just not. 
They’ve got a slowish, mid paced, and an old 
school UK feel to them. There’s no lyric sheet but 
there’s a song called “Wiggum” where they sing 
about the “big fat man in blue”... cool! (duke) 

East Bay Menace / PO Box 3313 / Oakland, CA / 
94609 

YOUR MOTHER Sometimes Scott Jones Is Our 
Roadie 7" 

Well, a new Y.M. 7" after a pretty good CD. Fast, 
spazzy, energetic punk. Good fun listening with 
lots of humor. Also a great Bad Religion piss take. 
Probe Records. 

YUPPIECRUSHER s/t 7” 

Cheezy names aside, this is actually really good. 
Not your typical swede-core, but straight up fast, 
old school hardcore. Very DIY and political 
attitude. Really good record, get one! (Kerry R.) 
Insect Records / Besvarsbacken 15B / S-19140 
Sollentuna / Sweden 

ZONE The First Blow is Half the Battle 7" 

This is the second release by this Japanese 
powerhouse by HG Fact, who seem to put out a 
lot of great records. Straight up hard, powerful 
Jap-core in the traditional sense. Don’t be a fool, 
get this while you can. (Kerry R.) 

HG Fact / 401 Hongo-M, 2-36-2 Yayoi-cho / 
Nakano, Tokyo 164 / Japan 


ZDWN Tapes / Jorg Loftier / Pfarrer Schneider Str. 

1 / 01257 Dresden / Germany 

V/A Never Again 7” 

An incredibly well put together compilation 7” from 
Finland that is a benefit for anti-fascist activities. 
Included are some of the best political hardcore/ 
thrash bands going in Finland today; Totuus, Wind 
of Pain, Hiastus, TPL, Forca Macabra, Kirous, 
Ghost of Mankind, and Uuutus. With a lineup like 
that any thrash head will surely be in bliss! The 
cover folds out to a poster sleeve and there is 
information on the Autonome Antifa (M) for whom 
this record benefits. (Dan) 

$5 ppd. from Fragments of Hope c/o Jukka 
Karihtala / PL 21 / 90501 Oulo / Finland 

V/A P.E.A.C.E./War 2xCD 

This is a reissue of the classic comp. There’s a lot 
of good shit on here. DRI, GISM, BGK, 
CONFLICT, DEAD KENNEDYS, SUBHUMANS, 
CRASS, MOB 47, and tons more. Not every song 
on here is good but that’s unavoidable when you 
have a compilation with up to 60 bands. New Red 
Archives added 5 of their own bands on the end 
of this. The only real complaint I had about this 
was the crappy packaging job. There’s not a 
shadow or hint of the original booklet that came 
with it. It’s just 2 CDs with a list of all the bands. To 
me, a release like this meant more than that, (duke) 
New Red Archives / PO Box 210501 / SF, CA / 
94121 


the likes of Contramenation and Korrupt, 
Recusant, Active Minds, No Oppression and about 
20 other bands provide further diversity. (Y @ hoo) 
Anti War Tapes / Andreas Ludwig / Fuchsklamm 
1 6 / 07548 Gera / Germany 

V/A Whispers double LP and 7” 

This is a project Kleister at Skuld Releases has 
been putting together for a number of years and 
is finally out now. Contained herein are mostly 
previously released tracks (although many in 
different versions) from some of the best political 
punk bands from Europe (and three from the USA) 
over the past five years. The packaging is an 
impressive gatefold jacket, with a 7” sleeve glued 
inside, and two lyric booklets (although I hear these 
wW not be included in later pressings). If you are 
still not convinced this is a worthy project, just 
consider this lineup; Hellkrusher, Naytia, Luzifers 
Mob, Angst, Anarcrust, One By One, Fleas And 
Lice, Hiatus, Sedition, Brawl, Graue Zellen, 
Disaffect, Misery, Health Hazard, Hellbastard, ABC 
Diabolo, Corpus Vile, World Chaos, Zygote, 
Dystopia, Accion Mutante, Just Kidding, Viktors 
Hofnarren, Bad Influence, Unhinged, Neuthrone, 
Jobby Krust, Doom, Slimy Venereal Diseases, 
Bleeding Rectum, Acid Rain Dance, Dread 
Messiah, Dirt, Extinction of Mankind, Guts Pie 
Earshot, Warcollapse, and Counterblast. (Dan) 
Skuld Releases / Malmsheimerstr. 14, 71272 
Renningen / Germany. This is a co-release with 
Profane Existence. 



V/A All human Rights Reserved CD 

This is a comp of Polish bands I’ve never heard 
before. I was pleasantly surprised. Mostly good, 
heavy HC/ Punk with a few weird ska crossover 
bands thrown in. All in all, pretty good. This is a 
sampler by QQRYQ, an older, well known label. 
(Kerry R.) 

QQRYQ / P.O.Box 45 / 02-792 Warszawa 78 / 
Poland 

V/A Help Us N.O.W.! CD 

This is a benefit compilation for the National 
Organization For Women. There’s a lot of really 
good' bands on this like: Final Conflict, Wat Tyler, 
Propagandhi, Naked Aggression, Das Klown, 
Submission Hold and more. 

This is an important, sincere, and well done 
politically important release with quality, and really 
good bands. Write these folks for info on it! (duke) 
National Organization for Women / Simi Conefo 
Chapter / PO Box 817 / 

Simi Valley, CA/ 93062 

V/A Kellercore Compilation Double Tape 

Wow, what a package! You get two 90 min tapes 
full of live recordings from the semi-legendary 
(well, kinda) Riesa Efau venue in Dresden, 
Germany. Almost every relevant European and 
even American DIY band has played here over 
the last years and they all turn in 1 or 2 excellent 
quality live songs. All the musical varieties are 
here: whether it ‘s melodic punk like Avail and Bad 
Trip, singalong anarcho punk like Oi Polloi, Police 
' Bastard and Dirt or raging crust like Hiatus and 
Homomilitia. On top of that you also get the creme 
de la creme of the German emocrust scene with 
Ambush, UYS, Zorn, Kurt and a few others. 34 
bands in all and essential, not only if you were 
there for the occasion . (Y@hoo) 


V/A Snarl Out 7" 

A 9 band international compilation showcasing 
grind, hardcore, and noisecore. Standouts being 
Capitalist Casualties, Carcass Grinder, and Real 
Reggae. Comes with booklet and killer art by 
Yoggie. Recommended if your a fan of the blur 
style. (Gabe) 

Slightly Fast / 303-34 Ogura / Maizuru / Kyoto- 
Pref / 625-Japan 

V/A Snarl Out 2 comp. 7 M 
An 11 band international comp featuring the likes 
of Nailed Down, Quill, Discordance Axis, Real 
Reggae, etc. Some of these bands sound about 
the same, but that's good because its easy for me 
to get into this 7". Everything herein is hard ‘n’ 
heavy HC to pure wicked power violence. All of 
you into extreme HC take note. (Kerry R.) 

Slightly Fast Records (Address above). 

V/A Speed Freaks 2 comp. 7” 

The second in Knot Musics series of extreme 
hardcore/thrash/grind, 6 bands and 15 songs all 
extreme, my favorites being Agoraphobic 
Nosebleed, Laceration, and Decay. Well worth 
the few bucks!!! (GABE) 

Knot Music/P.O. Box 501 / South Haven, Ml / 
49090-0501 

V/A SUNDENPFUHL Compilation Tape 

Very well done Hardcore/Punk sampler that gets 
extra points for the good quality recordings and 
thoughtful choice of bands. A good mix of 
international bands and a few of the better German 
melodic political punk bands turn in mostly studio 
stuff, along with a few live cuts. Slo-mo-core/sludge 
fans will dig Seized and Human Greed, while cool 
bouncy punk rock is shown off to good effect by 
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COME PARTY WITH EXTREME NOIS^ BILL AND 
JASON ON JULY 5th AS WE CElJBRATE THE 
DESTRUCTION OF NICOLLET AVE ALONG WITH OUR 
GOOD NEIGHBORS GARAGE D'OR. FEATURING 15% 
OFF ALL STOCK AND LIVE MUSIC IN BOTH STORES. 

NEW & USED RECORDS. CD'S AND CS'SJEVLERY. T-SHIRTS. 
HAIR-DYE. STUDS. BOOKS & ZINES. VIDEO RENTALS & MORE 
100/. VOLUNTEER RUN. WE DON'T DO MAILORDER! 


EXTREME NOISE 
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the request, so it can take a while. It seems 
like the city or at least the person we’ve talked 
to there, doesn’t know which buildings are 
to be demolished in September. Maybe we 
can even stay until March 97. It’s all a bit 
unclear. 

“We went to have a word with someone 
of the mayor’s office. We had four demands: 
first off, this building shouldn’t be demolished 
and secondly, if it does get demolished, we 
have to get another building which has the 
same possibilities and functions: concert 
place, place for caravans, living spaces... but 
they didn’t accept that. Another demand was 
that we were to be notified in advance if we 
were to be evicted. Here they gave us the 
promise that we were going to be told one or 
two months in advance; and we still haven’t 
heard anything yet. The last demand con- 
cerned situations like what happened to KAF 
[another squat in Gent that was abandoned 
after several nazi attacks]. We explained 


century. The one on the Scheldekaai (where 
we live and the concerts take place) was 
empty for a month. The ones on 
Hogeponstraat were empty for at least a 
year, there’s also a part of an old mirror fac- 
tory and two little houses that were empty 
for a very long time already. The value of 
the building on the front has an estimated 
value of 7 million (Ed.: Belgian francs; about 
$225,000). The house we squatted in Feb- 
ruary had just been renovated by the owner 
two months before. They could turn it into a 
yuppie place but of course we wouldn’t leave 
for that. When all’s ready only the same 
amount of people as there are living here 
now would come and live on the social hous- 
ing estate. Of course, now, the building is 
used by even much more people than are 
actually living there.” 

'SOCIAL' HOUSING 

“It’s absurd to demolish this. Onlv two 


price because they are the ‘most beautiful 
creations of the last few years.’ They also 
don’t care one single bit for the people that 
are going to live there. These apartments 
might have a low rent but you have to un- 
derstand that a lot more people are going to 
live there than the few who brought money. 
There is already a five-story block next door 
where they get a lot more rent out of. In- 
stead of renting the five or six houses be- 
fore, they now get rent for 30 ‘houses.’ Build- 
ing these apartment blocks are a good way 
to make a fortune. Also the argument of 
higher comfort in these new dwellings is be- 
ing used. Compared to real ‘social housing’ 
that's worth nothing: one almost faints be- 
cause of the lack of air conditioning in the 
bathrooms of these flats. 

“What’s so social about a block where 
2000 people live? People are getting on 
each other’s nerves. They’re starting to act 
‘socially’ and build housing for people from 
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have to play in one playground. It’s almost 
normal that people start to throw each other 
out the windows. 

“Repression and this kind of regional 
planning fit very well together: those apart- 
ment blocks can be controlled easily. Ev- 
eryone sees everything: the social control 
is enormous.” 

LIVING TOGETHER 

“There are about 15 people living there 
now. There is also input from outside. The 
weekly vegan kitchen, for example, is also 
run by people from outside who come and 
cook. There are also a few people that do 
the bar or help at concerts. People make 
use of the rehearsal rooms... 

“There’s a rehearsal room, a bike repair 
shop, a small offset press, a little second- 
hand shop (open ever second Wednesday 
of the month) where to exchange things, and 
a ‘sports room.’ People can also throw par- 
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